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Filistinli Miilteci Cocuklar: Bir Literatir Degerlendirmesi

Elizabeth Wehbe*

Oz
Suriye multeci kriziyle ilgili bugtinku endiseler, catismalar sebebiyle yerinden edilmis milyonlarca insanin
gelecegi icin onemli neticeler barindirmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, milyonlarca Filistinli multeciye yonelik
hala arastirma eksikligi bulunmaktadir. Cocuklara ve ergenlere odaklanan bu literatur incelemesi, Filistinli
multeci ¢ocuklara hasredilmis arastirmalarin izini siirerek konuya adanmis sosyolojik ve antropolojik
calismalardaki eksikligi ortaya ¢ikarmayir hedeflemektedir. Bu eksikligi ortaya c¢ikartmak noktasindaki
sorgulayict tutum, Filistinli multeci sorununa yonelik kapsamli ve hayati arastirmalarin gerekliligini

vurgulamaktadir.
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Research Article

Palestinian Refugee Children: A Review of the Literature

Elizabeth Wehbe*

Abstract
The current scholarly preoccupation with the Syrian refugee crisis bears significant implications for the
future of the millions currently displaced by the conflict. However, for millions of Palestinian refugees,
a dearth in research nevertheless still exists. With children and adolescents as the focus, this literature
review traces the trajectory of scholarship dedicated to Palestinian refugee children, thereby revealing a
noteworthy scarcity in sociological and anthropological studies dedicated to the topic. The interrogative
power in revealing this deficiency further highlights the necessity of comprehensive, vital research aimed at

the Palestinian refugee situation.
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As arguably the most contentious region in the world, the Middle East with all the
sociopolitical complexities the region represents serves as a frequent topic of scholarly
research. With the Syrian refugee crisis, amounting to what United Nations (UN)
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon confirmed to be “the biggest refugee and migration
crisis since World War I1,” the necessity of interrogating and analyzing the experiences
that refugees live reveals itself amidst an increasingly tumultuous political climate
(UN, 2015). In the public sphere, the prevailing sentiment seemingly equates refugees
with an uncritical assumption of an overestimated financial and social burden (Ingleby
& Watters, 2002). However, internationally, less than 1% of refugees resettle outside
their home countries (Hyndman, 2000, p. 178). While the current Syrian refugee crisis
would certainly affect the validity of this claim, displacement and resettlement for the
Middle East have been a significant part of public discourse since the emergence of
refugees as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.

In accordance with the public perception of associating refugees with a certain
vulnerability or source of grievance, scholarly research has until recently approached the
study of refugees with an assumed victimization. Furthermore, much of the research has
focused on adults. Within the limited research addressing refugee children, a majority of
the studies available are psychologically oriented. However, a recent perspective-shift
in scholarly attention towards sociological and anthropological studies has transpired as
an outcome of the new paradigm of childhood studies and the ratification of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child in the late 1980s and 1990s (Hart, 2004). Moreover,
the available scholarly work is largely devoted to young children at the apparent neglect
of research dedicated to older children and adolescents (Chatty, 2005, p. 388).

Within the range of available studies on refugee children, Palestinian children are
largely neglected due to their uniqueness among refugee experiences. In order to
question the apparent scarcity in research dedicated to Palestinian refugee children, the
political and historical dynamics producing the singularity of the Palestinian refugee
condition will be discussed, while the progression of the scholarly approach will be
analyzed in an attempt to highlight the need for more sociological and anthropological
research focused on the experiences that Palestinian refugee children live.

As the only refugee population in the world subject to a generational cycle of
displacement, the distinctiveness in analyzing the lives of Palestinian children
inherently poses a problem for researchers in that “you cannot draw conclusions from it
that would have value in other refugee situations” (Chatty, 2005, p. 388). According to
social anthropologist, Dawn Chatty, this belief causes an inability to see the significance
in researching Palestinian refugee children. In order to sufficiently analyze the lack
of scholarly attention dedicated to this topic, the historical aspects contributing to the
Palestinian refugee condition is fundamental to an analysis of the literature.
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In debating issues pertaining to the Middle East conflict, some will argue that the
root of the conflict dates back to the oppression of Jews in ancient biblical times.
The irrationality of this aside, the primary basis for the contemporary predicament
of Palestinian refugees stems from the UN’s attempt to establish separate Arab and
Jewish states through the implementation of the Partition Plan for Palestine in 1947.
With the rise of Nazi Germany, asylum-seeking Jews fled to what was then British
Palestine. Prior to WWII, the Jewish population in Palestine accounted for 11% of
the region’s population (UN, 1947). When the UN attempted to enact the Partition
Plan for Palestine with utter disregard for historical or demographical specificities,
the Arab majority rejected the plan. This attempt, coupled with the end of the British
Mandate over Palestine, and the Israeli Declaration of Independence by David Ben-
Gurion, the leader of the World Zionist Organization, provided the framework for the
beginning of the first intense conflict between Arabs and Jews, eventually giving rise
to the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. Arguably the most lasting result of the conflict was the
emergence of a Palestinian refugee population.

At the end of the conflict, the UN reported a total of 650,000 displaced Palestinians
(Gazit, 2001, p. 238). Due to travel and land ownership restrictions imposed by the
Jewish state, displaced Palestinians were prohibited from returning to their homes
after the conflict. Sixty-eight years after the war, the Palestinian refugee population
that is legally registered with the UN alone has increased sevenfold, amounting
to a current population of over five million living in exile outside Palestinian and
Israeli territories (United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 2015). In addition to
this, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS, 2016) claims a population
of around ten million Palestinians living as refugees within Israeli occupied territory
and Palestinian owned land. The United Nation’s commissioner report claims that
roughly half of this population is under the age of 18 (UNRWA, 2015).

In an attempt to manage the population displaced by the First Arab-Isracl War, the
UN established The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA) in 1949. Palestinians are the only refugee population with
a specific UN agency created to address their needs, with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) attending to all other refugee populations
around the world. Although UNRWA was established to address the immediate needs
ofthe refugee population, over six decades later the agency is still the leading provider
of social services for Palestinian refugee children. The unintended longevity of
UNRWA necessitates an analysis of the various factors perpetuating the generational
refugee cycle of Palestinians. Scholars have largely attributed the reproduction of
Palestinians’ refugee status to social marginalization by neighboring Arab states, the
UNRWA education system, and Israel’s defiance of UN Resolution 194.
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Adopted after the initial conflict in 1948 that caused the emergence of a refugee
population, the United Nations General Assembly determined that “refugees wishing
to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbors should be permitted
to do so at the earliest practicable date, and that compensation should be paid for
the property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or damage to property
which, under principles of international law or equity, should be made good by the
Governments or authorities responsible” (UN, 1948). The UN has “reaffirmed the
inalienable right of the Palestinians to return to their homes and property from which
they have been displaced” virtually every year since 1948 (UN, 2008). However, due
to Israel land ownership legislation restricting the return of Palestinians and travel
restrictions enacted to guarantee their permanent exile, the experiences Palestinians
live are dictated by and established within the confines of a generational refugee
cycle. Because the UNRWA allows refugee status registration for all descendants of
the population exiled in 1948, the current third- and fourth-generation refugee children
are implicated within the UN humanitarian aid system from birth (UNRWA, 2015).

The UN’s role in shaping the lives of Palestinian refugee children is undeniable.
Accordingly, the trajectory of scholarly research devoted to this topic is largely
shaped by the UN’s efforts. Specifically, a significant amount of research on
Palestinian refugee children has been conducted as a direct result of the publication
of the Machel Report (1996), a landmark UN-commissioned study analyzing the
effects of war on children. Furthermore, Machel’s efforts marked a shift in the focus
of scholarship on refugee children. Prior to the Machel Report, much of the research
produced was through a psychological approach (Abu-Hein, El-Sarraj, Qouta, &
Thabet 1993; Baker, 1990, 1991; Punaméki, 1989, 1990). In addition, the collective
effort of psychologists of this era primarily focus on post-conflict trauma (Elbedour,
Bastien, & Center, 1997; Garbarino & Kostelny, 1996; Punaméki, 1996; Punamaiki,
Qouta, & Sarraj, 1997; Qouta, Punamaki, & Sarraj, 1995; Thabet & Vostanis, 2000).
With the signing of the Oslo Accords in 1993 and the end of the First Intifada within
the same time period, the aforementioned studies were conducted with the primary
aim of revealing the impact of physical violence on children.

In the same vein, scholarship produced after the Second Intifada is largely based on
examining the effects of exposure to violence on children’s psychological wellbeing
(Elbedour, Onwuegbuzie, Ghannam, Whitcome, & Hein, 2007; Qouta, Punamaki,
Montgomery, & El-Sarraj, 2007; Srour & Srour, 2006; Thabet, Tischler, & Vostanis,
2004). As opposed to the First Intifada, the Al-Agsa Intifada, or Second Uprising, “is
markedly distinguished for its severe, prolonged distress and extraordinary increase in
the number of injuries and deaths of children and adolescents” (Elbedour et al., 2007,
p. 720). Twenty-five percent of casualties of the second Intifada were children (Srour
& Srour, 2006, p. 289). In a comprehensive study analyzing the prevalence of post-
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traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, and anxiety among 229 participants aged
15-19, the researchers concluded that 68.9% meet the criteria for a PTSD diagnosis,
while 94.9% were classified as having severe anxiety levels (Elbedour et al., 2007,
p. 719). The results of this particular study illustrate the severity of violence in the
Second Intifada in comparison to the first, as a previous study of the psychological
trauma of children from the previous uprising determined a significantly lesser
degree of trauma, with 12-18% of Palestinian youth being diagnosed with PTSD
(Elbedour et al., 2007). A similar study on the First Intifada concluded the same rates
of psychological trauma among youth (Garbarino & Kostelny, 1996).

Furthermore, the research produced after specific violent conflicts and political
peace attempts are largely conducted within refugee camps, while a lack of research
on children living in occupied Palestinian territories is apparent. The main scholars’
seemingly exclusive focus on children living outside refugee camps originates from
institutions in the West (Boyden & Hart, 2007; Chatty & Hundt, 2005; Elbedour et al.,
2007). While studies from scholars in the Arab world are many, with the American
University of Beirut, American University of Cairo, and Research Center for the
Study of the Contemporary Middle East serving as the main contributors, scholars
from these institutions mainly focus on children living outside occupied Palestinian
territory. This trend potentially stems from travel restrictions imposed by the Israeli
government on citizens of Arab countries. Nevertheless, the focus on children in
refugee camps has allowed for more comprehensive research findings.

In accordance with this, a set of studies producing more complex assertions
investigated coping strategies and factors prolonging psychological trauma, rather
than merely affirming the prevalence of trauma among youth (Khamis, 2012; Loughry
etal., 2006; Ricks, 2006; Thabet & Vostanis, 2000). An American University of Beirut
study on the influence of various factors (including religion and personal beliefs) on
psychological wellbeing argues that for refugee children living in a camp in Gaza,
the main predictor of psychological trauma among adolescents is socioeconomic
pressure (Khamis, 2012). Considering the pervasiveness of poverty among refugees
in camps, with “more than 40% of children below 16 years of age work[ing] under
subhuman conditions” (Khashan, 2003, p. 1056), this finding necessitates further
research. Furthermore, in focusing on the localized experiences children go through
in refugee camps, researchers present significantly more detailed conclusions.
As examples, the notion of hopelessness as a mental health outcome (Afifi et al.,
2013), housing conditions (Abu Helwa & Birch 1993), and artistic expression as a
coping mechanism (Elbedour et al., 1997; Salman, Bastien, & Center, 1997; Storsve,
Westbye, & Ruud, 2010) all serve as the emphasis of research for children living
outside occupied Palestinian territory.

10
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In analyzing these various psychological approaches, social anthropologist Chatty
and sociologist Hundt reveal the assumptions underlying the previous trend. The
scholars’ 2005 landmark publication, Children of Palestine: Experiencing Forced
Migration in the Middle East, is the first to integrate research from all Palestinian host
countries with a theoretical departure from psychology. In the introduction to their
work, Chatty and Hundt articulate the partiality inherent to a psychological approach.
According to the authors, “Nearly all psychiatric and psychological research amongst
forced migrants employs concepts that are based on Western ideas of pathology”
(Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 5). Scholarly attempts to study refugee children through a
psychological lens are largely informed by Erikson’s developmental theory (Lustig
etal., 2003, p. 25). In a literature review of psychological studies focusing on refugee
children between 1990-2003, the era defined by a psychological perspective inresearch
on Palestinian refugee children, authors expressed the inefficiency in researching
refugee children through a psychological framework, assuming development,
normality, and psychopathology to be culturally embedded (Epstein & DiNicaola,
1997; Lloyd & Penn, 2010; Kinzie, 2016). A critique of development theories is their
cultural relativism and reliance upon Western, middle-class constructions of childhood
and propriety, with questionable cross-cultural generalizability. Assessments of
war-affected youths typically measure loss and adversity (Montgomery 2008;
Summerfield, 2002). This pathology-inducing perspective (Summerfield, 2000, 2002;
Watters, 2001) may increase access to services or benefits but can downplay child
refugees’ resilience and strengths (Betancourt & Khan, 2008; Lustig et al., 2003;
Papadopoulos, 2001; Watters, 2001).

In response to the recognition of the victimization discourse that previously
provided the theoretical framework for research, two things emerged in the literature:
children’s resilience and, to a larger degree, agency. In revealing the shortcomings
of undertaking a psychologically oriented approach, scholars contend that focusing
on victimization may actually undermine refugee children’s capacity to cultivate
resilience (Watters, 2008). Due to the correlation between agency and resilience,
continuously situating children as victims limits their ability to enact resilience and
obstructs the potential for scholarly research that focuses on refugee children’s role in
shaping their lives (Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 7; Watters, 2008, p. 132). In addition,
while Palestinian refugee children’s agency rarely serves as the focus of scholarly
research (Makhoul, Alameddine, & Afifi, 2012), more recent anthropological and
sociological studies have included agency as an aspect of research (Boyden & Hart,
2007; Chatty & Hundt, 2005; Hart, 2002; Watters, 2008). Contributing to the increase
in scholarly recognition of children’s agency, in a study analyzing the notion of
uncertainty among Palestinian refugee adolescents, Afifi et al. (2013, p. 502) argue
for “further investigation into community and communication-related factors that
account for differential degrees of resilience among at-risk youth.”

1
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Considering the imposed limitations of refugee camps and UNRWA assistance,
Palestinian refugee children’s agency is most often located in the way they manage
to shape the structural restrictions of everyday life. Nongovernmental organization
initiatives and UNRWA practices are most often the aspects of their lives they resist or
prove as agentic actors (Chatty & Hundt, 2005; Hart & Forte, 2013; Rosenfeld, 2002;
Stel 2015). As such, a child’s position within the community is considered a main
determinant of their capacity for resilience and agency (Rutter, 1985; Werner, 1995).

Understandably, children’s roles in incorporating agency within community-
based initiatives as contributors to civic engagement projects or as agents in the
formation of sub-groups in refugee camps are the predominant frameworks found
within the literature (Hart, 2007, 2008; Makhoul et al., 2012, O’Leary, Hutchinson,
& Sguire, 2015). Children’s agency also seems to be consistently implicated within
larger sociopolitical associations. According to Chatty and Hundt (2005, p. 88), “As
agents, children have the ability and the right to formulate their political discourses
and practices. When refugees are attacked, the whole community is targeted and
children and young people are not spared military, political, economic or other forms
of repression. Consequently, it should come as no surprise that children respond to
those who kill, displace, injure or deny them their rights.”

This increase in recognizing children’s agency bears significance considering the
previous inclination to understand children as “narrowly restricted to their function as
passive beneficiaries of UNRWA’s assistance” (Hart, 2004, p. 171) and the impression
that “for the most part, researchers in the field of refugee studies have tended to
share with humanitarian agencies and political leaders a lack of interest in the views
expressed by refugee children” (p. 174). Also, this implied passivity in previous
years has made way for the inclusion of children’s voices through the employment
of children’s narratives in research (Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 97; Fincham 2014;
Veronese, Castiglino, Tombolani, & Said, 2012).

Specifically, Chatty and Hundt (p. 97) reveal the significance of children’s
capacities to re-conceptualize previous discourses of victimhood into emboldening
notions of resilience. In a study included in Chatty and Hundt’s work, anthropologist
Farah emphasizes the impact of children’s roles in influencing their environments (p.
118). Farah challenges the Western media depiction of Palestinian refugee children as
religiously and culturally indoctrinated passive recipients of Islamic ideologies. The
scholar presents her findings within the children’s family and community contexts.

Similarly, social anthropologist Hart (2002; 2008) employs notions of agency to
illustrate the various ways children negotiate the limitations of camp life. Hart (2008,
p. 64) examines the concepts of masculinity enacted in the streets, domestic spaces,
and schools. With fieldwork conducted in a Jordanian refugee camp accommodating

12
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approximately 30,000 refugees, Hart employed localized notions of masculinity to
illuminate the prevailing nationalist sentiment among Palestinian adolescents (p.
79). Paralleling the way the production of scholarship is largely affected by violent
conflicts and attempted peace talks, the anthropologist concludes that this specific
impassioned expression of masculinity among youth was fundamentally due to the
Israel-Jordan peace treaty.

Moreover, Hart (2008) reveals a certain sense of fulfillment among the research
participants as refugees in the camp (p. 72). Hart interprets the youth’s usage of the
Arabic word Mukhayyamji, or as (very) loosely translated by the scholar as “genuinely
of the camp,” as “a source of pride” (p. 72). This contention is in direct contrast to
the plethora of research emphasizing children’s disapproval and, to a larger extent,
condemnation of camp life (Al-Hroub, 2014; Charles & Denman, 2013; O’Leary et
al., 2015). Another focus of Hart’s research is the difficulties obtaining an adequate
education through UNRWA’s education system.

As the agency’s main program, UNRWA spends approximately 55% of its
budget on education (Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 38). UNRWA has built at least
one permanent elementary school in virtually every refugee camp through all five
countries it operates in (Rosenfeld, 2002, p. 528). UNRWA schools can be attended
by all Palestinian children, even those living outside the camps. The agency’s initial
objective of enrolling the majority of children in elementary school in all camps was
achieved by the mid-1970s, while the target of having at least 80% of all refugees
complete nine years of education was achieved by the mid-1980s.

Although “the universalization of basic schooling remains the agency’s greatest
achievement,” UNRWA funding is considerably unpredictable considering the
spontaneous necessity of reallocating funding to provide post-conflict relief
(Rosenfeld, 2002, p. 529). Moreover, due to limited funding, children attend school
in dilapidated, overcrowded buildings (Marshy, 1999). Several studies report an
average of 50-60 students per classroom (Chatty & Hundt, 2005; Marshy, 1999;
Rosenfeld, 2002). A school day is structured around two shifts due to overcrowding,
with classes held in the morning and afternoon (Marshy, 1999). Nevertheless,
sociologist Rosenfeld (2002, p. 531) identifies a “relative advantage of camp refugees,
particularly of women, over their non-refugee peers, especially villagers, with respect
to opportunities to acquire education.”

Accordingly, gender consistently plays a role in researching the educational
needs and outcomes of Palestinian refugee children (Hammad & Albakri, 2007).
Considering the extreme levels of poverty characterizing the experiences Palestinian
refugees live, poverty is the most significant determinant in increasing children’s
likelihood of dropping out of UNRWA schools (Al-Hroub, 2014, p. 63). In a 2008

13
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UNRWA-funded study, the Palestinian dropout rate among children aged 6-18
amounted to 18.3%, of which 21.7% were male and 14.8% were female (p. 53). A
similar study conducted in 2007 concluded a dropout rate of 39%, ten times that of
Lebanese children (Al-Hroub, 2014, p. 53).

Due to certain gender norms prevalent in the Middle East, girls mostly left school to
help their mothers cope with household chores and care for family members (Chatty
& Hundt, 2005, p. 53; Marshy, 1999, p. 17). In addition to that, early marriage is
increasing among Palestinian girls due to the financial burden girls place on families
(Marshy, 1999, p. 17). Because girls are generally not perceived as economically
valuable to families, girls’ education is not considered beneficial to the family. A
study included in Chatty and Hundt’s (2005, p. 77) landmark publication echoes the
same sentiment towards girls’ schooling. Accordingly, the education of boys is also
threatened by poverty and the difficult conditions arising out of financial instability.
The need for additional income is most often cited as the reason for leaving schools
(Al-Hroub, 2014, p. 64; Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 79). Although both parents and
sons indicated labor as the main determinant for leaving school, a 1999 UNICEF
study concluded that half of boys who dropped out of school aged 7-17 did not work
(Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 79). The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics concluded
the same results in a 1998 study. While studies do not analyze the working conditions,
or lack thereof, for the children who did not indicate that they were working in these
studies, Chatty and Hundt (p. 79) hypothesized that the boys potentially work under
illegal or other non-identifiable working conditions.

Another reason for dropping out of school is an apparent lack of motivation
due to the children’s perceived lack of job prospects. A 2013 study conducted with
Palestinian refugee dropouts in Lebanon highlights Lebanese legislation prohibiting
Palestinians from working in most professional fields as a factor in students’ apathy
towards education (Al-Hroub, 2014, p. 59). Although the ban was lifted in 2011, a
lack of future employment prospects is frequently cited as a determinant in dropping
out of school (Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 40; Hart, 2008, p. 2). A joint UNICEF and
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics study of 2,000 Palestinian children aged 13-
18 concluded a prevailing sentiment among youth as one marked by “no hope for the
future” (Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 40).

The hopelessness expressed by youth is most often explored by scholars within the
confines of humanitarian aid initiatives (e.g., Afifi et al., 2013; O’Leary et al., 2015)
and to a larger extent, as an impediment to educational attainment and social progress
(Chatty & Hundt, 2005; Hart, 2002, 2008; Rosenfeld, 2002). Furthermore, these
scholars repeatedly attest to the influence of state policies on children’s views of the
future. In Lebanon, all refugees are prohibited from gaining citizenship, even those
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with a Lebanese mother and Palestinian father (Ibrahim, 2008, p. 84). Similarly, all
countries in the Middle East, with the sole exception of Jordan, relegate Palestinian
refugees to the legal status of foreigners.

As non-nationals, they are denied legal protection and access to social services,
as well as prohibited from owning property. An amendment to citizenship rights in
the Arab world is made increasingly unlikely due to a series of outcomes to Jordan’s
labor market and social sphere after the Jordanian monarchy allowed its government
to grant citizenship rights to Palestinians. After its annexation of the West Bank in
1950, Jordan permitted all Palestinians to apply for citizenship. Today, the majority
of the Jordanian populations are former Palestinian refugees (Chatty & Hundt, 2005,
p. 89). The increasing number of Palestinians seeking asylum in Jordan has incited
resentment among locals, and to this day statistics disclosing the exact number of
former refugees with Jordanian citizenships is unavailable due to governmental fears
“that such a revelation might incite ethnic conflict” (Chatty & Hundt, 2005, p. 23).
The marginalization of Palestinians in host countries and their collective insistent
assertion of the “right to return” discourse affect not only the potential for progress,
but fundamentally affect “how children are socialized” (O’Leary et al., 2015, p. 718).

Constrained by a pervasive tenor of social alienation and institutional discrimination,
Palestinian children’s lives are marked by a sense of desperation or “hopelessness” as
articulated by participants in an aforementioned study (Afifi et al., 2013). According
to the literature analyzed, dependence on UNRWA social services and post-conflict
psychological well-being essentially dictate the experiences that Palestinian refugee
children live. Although the previous scholarly tendency to approach the study of
refugee children with an assumed victimhood has shifted in recent years, the majority
of research available on this topic is through a psychological perspective. While the
increased focus on the interaction between structural forces and children’s lives sheds
new light on this topic, the pioneering work of Chatty, Hundt, and Hart serve as the
main contributions in an attempt to understand the lives of Palestinian refugee children.
Recognizing this dearth in scholarship highlights the need for future research.
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Arastirma Makalesi

Bat Seria’daki U¢ Kampta Yasayan Filistinli Miilteci
Ogrencilerin lyimserlik ve Gelecege Yonelik Algilart

David Hutton" Carter Hutton"

Oz

Bat1 Seria’da bircok Filistinli gen¢ multeci, kalabalik multeci kamplarinda, cogu zaman kotit yasam ko-
sullarinda ve belirsiz bir gelecek ongorusuyle yasiyor. Bu arastirma, ti¢c Bati Seria miilteci kampindaki alti
Birlesmis Milletler Yardim Ajanst (URWA) okuluna devam eden 227 Filistinli miilteci ogrencinin gelecek
beklentilerini ve iyimserliklerini ele almay1 amaclamistir. Arastirma; 6grencilerin kendi yasam kosullarini,
gelecek hakkinda ne dusiindiklerini, kisisel hedeflerini ve tutkularimi nasil algiladiklarini anlamak tuzere
odakh simf tartismalar1 yontemini kullanmistir. Ogrencilerin genel iyimserlik ve karamsarlik duygularim
degerlendirmek icin Yasam Yonelimi Testinin Gozden Gegirilmis versiyonu kullanilmistir. Sonuclar, Filis-
tinli gen¢ multecilerin bir buttun olarak cok daha iyimser oldugunu; bircogunun yasadiklar1 kamplar1 ve
topluluklarini iyilestirmek yontnde motivasyona sahip olduklarini gosteriyor. Bununla birlikte bu ergenle-
rin bircogu kendi gelecegi konusunda endise duymakta ve kisisel hayallerine ulasacaklarina inanmaktadir.
Bu durum ozellikle, ogrencilerin siddete maruz kaldiklar veya daha sinirh yiiksek egitim veya ekonomik
imkana sahip olduklar1 kamplarda daha belirgindir.
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Sense of Optimism and Perceptions of the Future among

Palestine Refugee Students Living in Three West Bank Camps
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Abstract
Many young Palestine refugees in the West Bank continue to reside in refugee camps, often in crowded and
poor living conditions with an uncertain future. The present research seeks to explore future aspirations
and optimism among 227 Palestine refugee students attending six United Nations Relief and Works Agency
schools in three West Bank refugee camps. The research uses focused classroom discussions to gain an
understanding of how the students perceive their immediate living conditions, what they think of the future,
as well as their personal goals and ambitions. The Life Orientation Test-Revised has been administered to
assess the students’ general sense of optimism versus their sense of pessimism. The results show that young
Palestine refugees as a whole remain more optimistic than pessimistic, with many being motivated to improve
their camps and society. However, many of these adolescents also remain concerned about their future and
do not believe they will achieve their personal dreams. This is most apparent in camps where students have
been exposed to conflict-related violence or have more limited higher education or economic opportunities.
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From November 1947 to the end of 1948, more than 700,000 Palestine refugees
were displaced as a result of the Arab-Israeli War.'? In absence of a solution to the
Palestine refugee question, the number of Palestine refugees eligible for United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) services has grown to five million
over the past 68 years. Nearly a third lives in 58 recognized Palestine refugee camps
in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syria the Gaza Strip, and the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem.? The West Bank is home to nearly 775,000 registered refugees, around
a quarter of whom live in 19 camps.* The majority of refugees reside in West Bank
cities, towns, and villages.

Palestinians throughout the West Bank, including Palestine refugees living
both in and outside of camps, are subject to the impacts of the continuing Israeli
occupation of the territory. On one hand, Palestinian movement in the West Bank
is restricted through a combination of physical obstacles, including the Barrier® and
checkpoints, as well as bureaucratic constraints such as permit requirements. At the
same time, conflict-related violence remains a regular occurrence. In 2014, UNRWA
(2016) documented 764 search operations and 99 military actions by Israeli Security
Forces in West Bank camps. During this period, 442 confrontations or clashes were
documented, often involving the use of tear gas, skunk spray, and rubber-coated
bullets. Some 778 Palestine refugees were injured (including 68 minors) while 764
(including 99 minors) were detained.

The occupation has also had significant impacts on the West Bank labor market
and economy, with high rates of unemployment being related in part to restrictions on
imports, exports, and labor mobility (Kock et al., 2012). In 2013, 19% of Palestinians
in the West Bank were unemployed, although the proportion among youth was much
higher at 40% (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics [PCBS], 2014). While no
specific economic or political restrictions related to Palestine refugees in the West
Bank exist, refugees experience higher rates of both unemployment and poverty.

1 The views expressed in this article are only those of the authors. These are in no way are indicative of the
views of UNRWA.

2 Palestine refugees are defined as persons whose normal place of residence was Palestine during the period from
June 1, 1946 to May 15, 1948, and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict.”
The descendants of Palestine refugee males, including legally adopted children, are also eligible for registration.

3 A Palestine refugee camp is defined as a plot of land placed at the disposal of UNRWA by the host government
to accommodate Palestine refugees and on which UNRWA facilities may be established, including schools
health centers, and distribution centers. These plots of land are either state land or, in most cases, land leased
by the host government from local landowners. This means that the refugees in camps do not ‘own’ the land
on which their shelters were built, but have the right to “use’ the land for a residence.

4 The 19 refugee camps are distributed across the West Bank. Some camps are located next to major towns and
others are in rural areas. UNRWA does not own, administer, or police the camps. This is the responsibility of
the host authorities.

5 The Barrier consists of concrete walls, fences, ditches, razor wire, groomed sand paths, an electronic monitoring
system, patrol roads, and a buffer zone. Only Palestinians with West Bank ID cards who are granted special
permits can enter East Jerusalem through designated Barrier checkpoints around the city (OCHA, July, 2013).
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Socioeconomic conditions in camps are generally poor with high population density,
cramped housing and living conditions, and inadequate infrastructure including
narrow, inaccessible streets and poor sanitation. In 2013, 23% of refugees living in
the West Bank camps were estimated to be unemployed, with 29% being moderately
or severely food insecure® (PCBS, 2016).

The present research has been undertaken firstly to understand the aspirations of
Palestine refugee students living in the West Bank and secondly to explore whether or
not the conditions in which these young people live influence their sense of hope and
optimism. This area of research remains largely unexplored. To date, studies around
the well-being of Palestinian children and adolescents in both the West Bank and
Gaza have focused predominantly on the potentially traumatic impacts of political
violence and war (Espie et al., 2009; Hobfoll et al., 2011; Thabet & Thabet, 2015:
Thabet & Vostanis, 2011). While a limited number of studies have investigated self-
perceived life satisfaction and happiness (Arafat, 2003; Veronese et al., 2012), these
have not provided a comparative perspective across different localities or camps,
which may vary considerably in terms of basic living conditions and therefore might
also be expected to differentially affect the youths’ well-being.

Little research has also been conducted on the Palestine refugee experience itself,
especially in regards to how this might influence adolescents’ capacity to maintain a
positive outlook despite growing up in camps under difficult conditions. Research around
the world has shown that, despite living under extreme hardship and adversity, many
refugees retain a sense of resiliency. While resiliency is most often defined as individual
capacity to cope with or bounce back from adversity (Carver, 1998: Smith et al., 2008;
Tusaie & Dyer, 2004), it also retains a somewhat ambiguous construct. Ungar (2011) and
Betancourt and Khan (2008) have observed that resiliency can also reflect community-
level variables that reinforce the mutual support and belief systems that help sustain
people through adversity. As an example, Eggerman and Panter-Brick’s (2010) study
on school children in Afghanistan found the majority retained a sense of hope for their
future despite pervasive poverty, economic instability, and persistent violence. This was
underpinned by close relationships among family members cemented within a shared
experience of adversity from one generation to the next. Moreover, while many saw “no
solutions” to key life stressors, a sense of cultural affiliation and ideological commitment
remained that gave a sense of coherence to past, present, and future experiences:

Hope arises from a sense of moral and social order embodied in the expression of key cultural
values: faith, family unity, service, effort, morals, and honor. These values form the bedrock
of resilience, drive social aspirations, and underpin self-respect and dignity. (Eggerman &
Panter-Brick, 2010, p. 71)

6 Food insecurity is generally defined as lacking reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food.
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In order to better understand the perceptions and expectations of young Palestine
refugees living in the West Bank, the present research focuses on 227 male and female
students attending six UNRWA? schools in three different refugee camps, these being
the Deir Ammar, Shu’fat, and Aida camps. The Deir Ammar camp is perhaps the most
livable camp in the West Bank, bearing more of a semblance to a rural village than
a refugee camp. Dier Ammar is considerably more spacious and cleaner than most
camps, with wider streets and greater living space, including fields for recreational and
sports activities. It is also removed from the Barrier and not subject to the incursions
conducted by Israeli Security Forces. In 2014, it was one of only three camps in the
West Bank that did not report injuries as result of incursions (UNRWA, 2016).

Shu’fat camp has perhaps the most crowded and squalid living conditions of
the 19 West Bank refugee camps. Located within the municipality of Jerusalem
but effectively cut-off from the city by the Barrier, the camp is the home of 12,500
registered Palestine refugees, although that number of total inhabitants is estimated
at 24,000.% The camp is exceedingly crowded and residents complain of inadequate
water, poor sewage, and a lack of security. Most streets have been encroached upon
as a result of illegal construction, turning many into narrow alleyways while also
restricting living space. While UNRWA provides solid waste management, the streets
of Shu’fat are often strewn with garbage as a result of the overcrowding.

Access to Shu’fat camp from Jerusalem is only permitted through a single
checkpoint manned by Israeli Security Forces. Long waits and searches are a common
occurrence, as are clashes between Palestinian youth and Israeli forces manning the
checkpoint. In 2014, UNRWA (2016) recorded 66 confrontations in Shu’fat camp,
many of which involved the use of tear gas, skunk spray, and rubber-coated metal
bullets. A recorded 61 Palestine refugees were injured.

The living conditions of Aida camp are noticeably better than those of Shu’fat,
with far less crowding and greater living space. Water, sanitation, and sewage are
adequate, with some space also found for recreational and sports activities. However,
Aida Camp is also located adjacent to the Barrier in Bethlehem and is subject to a
regular presence of Israeli Security Forces in the camp’s vicinity. This has resulted
in continuous tensions and frequent confrontations between Israeli Security Forces
and the camp population, youths in particular. In 2014, UNRWA (2016) recorded 138

7 UNRWA was established by United Nations General Assembly resolution 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949 to
carry out direct relief and works programs for Palestine refugees. The Agency began operations on May 1, 1950.
The Agency’s services encompass education, health care, relief, and social services; camp infrastructure and
improvement; microfinance; and emergency assistance, including in times of armed conflict.

8 The Shu’fat refugee camp is the only Palestinian refugee camp located inside Jerusalem or any other Israeli-ad-
ministered area. Because residents carry Jerusalem identity cards, this grants them the same privileges and rights
as Israelis. Because of the proximity of Shu’fat camp to East Jerusalem, many non-refugees have also sought
to reside there in order to have access to employment and other opportunities. This has resulted in significant
overcrowding and overburdening of basic infrastructure services including access to clean water and sanitation.
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confrontations and 186 search-and-arrest operations conducted by Israeli Security
Forces in the camp. During that period, 281 refugees (including 33 minors) were
injured. A recorded 107 persons (including 32 minors) were detained.

Method

Sampling/Study Population

The research was undertaken in March 2014 and targets 9th-grade students in six
schools in the three refugee camps, these being the UNRWA preparatory boys and
girls schools in the Dier Ammar, Shu’fat, and Aida camps. A class has been randomly
selected in each school, with a total of 107 boys and 120 girls being surveyed across
the six schools. These respectively include 37 boys and 49 girls from Dier Ammar, 37
and 28 from Aida, and 33 and 43 from Shu’fat. Students’ average age is 15.

Participation in the study has been performed voluntary with students’ consent
coordinated by their respective schools. Information and data has been collected
during regular class periods during which the researchers led general discussions
followed by the completion of a questionnaire.

Research Design

The research uses a combination of focused classroom interviews and a standardized
survey instrument to gather general information about student perceptions as well as
quantitative data on their sense of optimism versus pessimism about the future. In each
of the selected schools, the researchers spent the initial part of the class period gaining
an understanding of student perceptions regarding their living conditions and future. This
took the form of open-ended questions to which the students could voluntarily respond.
These discussions were followed by the administration of a written questionnaire that
was used to attain numerical data that might be compared across both camps and genders.

Data Collection Tools

As noted above, the researchers conducted focused classroom discussions facilitated
by a number of open-ended questions. These have been chosen in order to gain a more
complete understanding of whether the students who live in the three camps differ in
how they perceive their immediate living conditions and what they think of the future,
as well as their personal goals and ambitions. The main questions are: (1) How would
you describe the living conditions in this camp? (2) How do you spend your free time?
(3) What do you think about the future? (4) What would you like to do in the future?

These group interviews are supported by a written questionnaire distributed at
the end of each session. The questionnaire is intended for substantiating student
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responses to the above questions, including items that assess how much the students
like where they are living, whether they think they are better off than their friends,
and how they describe where they live, ranging from ferrible to quite good.

To assess student optimism, the research uses the Life Orientation Test-Revised
(LOT-R; Carver et al., 2010), which is completed as part of the questionnaire above.
The LOT-R is a brief, easy-to-use self-report measure developed to assess individual
differences in generalized optimism versus pessimism. The LOT-R can be used
to derive scores for both of these dimensions, with three items each being used to
measure optimism and pessimism. There are no cut-offs or normative scores for
either optimism or pessimism. The LOT-R has been used in a number of culturally
diverse settings, including Greece (Lyrakos et al., 2010), Japan (Sumi, 2004), Jordan
(Khallad, 2007), Portugal (Ribeiro et al., 2012), Saudi Arabia (Zaidi, 2014), Serbia
(Jovanovi¢ & Gavrilov-Jerkovic, 2013), and Singapore (Wong et al., 2009).

Findings

The living conditions in the three camps differ remarkably, and this is expected
to be reflected in the research findings (see Table 1). As expected, Dier Ammar boys
and girls are seen most likely to report their camp as a “good or alright place to live”
(97% boys and 94% girls), in addition to liking where they live (82% and 87%,
respectively). This drops considerably among students living in the other two camps,
with only the girls in Shu’fat (85%) reporting it to be a good or alright place to live.
The Shu’fat girls are also the only group of students outside Dier Ammar to indicate
that they liked where they live (79%).

In comparison, only 57% of the boys in Shu’fat describe the camp as a good or
alright place to live, with 42% describing it as not good or terrible. Only 38% indicate
they like living there. Among Aida boys, 55% describe their camp as good or alright
(45% described it as either not good or terrible). Less than one-half (40%) of the Aida
boys state that they like living there. The respective figures for the Aida girls are even
lower, at 40% and 28% respectively.

Table 1
Perception of Living Conditions
Dier Ammar Shu’fat Aida
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
Good or alright place to live 97% 94% 57% 85% 55% 40%
Like where they live 82% 92% 38% 79% 40% 28%

The above findings have been largely confirmed by the students during the class
discussion. Dier Ammar students generally express satisfaction with their living
situation, acknowledging that the Dier Ammar camp has better living conditions than
other camps in the West Bank. They describe the camp as friendly, clean, safe, and
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free from security incursions. They note that everyone knows one another, describing
residents as cooperative and helpful. The one consistent drawback is the camp’s
relative isolation from larger urban centers.

Both boys and girls living in Shu’fat describe the camp as crowded and lacking
recreational and living space, as well as being dirty and polluted. They also highlight
concern about a lack of safety and security. This has been in part attributed to regular
incursions by Israeli Security Forces into the camp; however, considerable concern
is also expressed in relation to criminal activity including drug use, robberies, and
organized crime. On a positive note, camp inhabitants are noted to support one
another and to work together to solve problems and improve camp conditions. Both
boys and girls also highlight the fact that they are able to access East Jerusalem,’
although frequency differs from as often as once a week to once a year.

In Aida Camp, little mention is given to general living conditions. Rather, students
reference living next to the Barrier, with many stating they feel as if they are in prison.
Students in both Aida schools also reference clashes in the camp and the use of skunk spay
and tear gas. The boys, however, more often describe the camp as dangerous, with a number
stating, “IDF [Israeli Defense Forces] can come any time” and “‘take away family members.”
When asked to describe something positive about the Aida camp, students mention having
extra-curricular activities, supportive neighbors, and decent living conditions.

Interestingly, little difference is found across the three camps in relation to how
students spend their free time. The majority cite spending time on the computer and
the Internet, studying and/or visiting friends. Perhaps reflective of the greater space
that characterizes the Dier Ammar camp, boys here more often cite participating in
sports and recreational activities. Girls in all three camps more often cite staying
home and helping with family responsibilities.

When asked about their dreams and personal aspirations, students in all camps
speak of wanting to make a positive difference. Many students speak of wanting to
pursue professional careers such as engineering, teaching, journalism, medicine, and
law. At the same time, they talk spontaneously about the importance of contributing
to Palestine, with this sentiment being strongest in Shu’fat and Aida. Many students
voice a wish to make a positive difference in their camps and society, including
building a free Palestine in the future. They also speak of securing their rights as
refugees, being able to move freely (including visits to Jerusalem), and returning
to visit their former homes. When asked whether they think this will one day be
realized, most respond that they don’t know but hope to see these changes.

9 Palestinians living in Jerusalem are given the status of “permanent residents” of Israel, which typically provides
them with greater freedom of movement than Palestinians living in the West Bank. The Barrier and Israeli permit

regime has increasingly cut off East Jerusalem (once the focus of political, commercial, religious, and cultural
life for the entire Palestinian population of the occupied Palestinian territory) from the rest of the West Bank.
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Table 2
Perceptions of the Future
Dier Ammar Shu’fat Aida

Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
Can achieve aspirations 61% 73% 59% 82% 72% 17% (68%)""
Optimistic about the future 60% 89% 79% 92% 88% 86%
Expect the best in uncertain times 45% 58% 63% 72% 60% 52%
More good than bad things happen 68% 67% 63% 74% 60% 42%

The majority of students also recognize the importance of education in achieving
their dreams. Around 70% of the students indicate that they definitely plan to finish high
school, with only ten indicating that they definitely will not. The remaining students
indicate that they are unsure. Here, it is important to note that UNRWA provides
education up to only grade nine, requiring students to then transfer to usually a Ministry
of Education school to complete the final two years of secondary education.!

Across the three camps, girls are more likely to plan completing high school (78%,
compared to 62% of boys). The proportion among girls ranges from 74% in the
Shu’fat camp to 78% in Dier Ammar and 82% in Aida. Among boys, the proportion
definitely planning to complete high school ranges from 51% in Shu’fat to 63% in
Dier Ammar and 70% in the Aida camp.

When asked about attending university, 72% of the students report having this
ambition. This is particularly strong among girls, with 84% indicating they want to
attend a university. This is highest among the Shu’fat and Aida girls (87% for both
groups), with 79% of Dier Ammar girls also having this ambition. Among boys, 68%
of those from Aida and 64% from Dier Ammar report wanting to attend university;
however, this falls to 41% in Shu’fat.

When asked about whether they will be able to achieve their ambitions after
graduating from school, the majority of students in five of the six schools (69%) agree
that they will definitely succeed in this regard, the exception being the Aida girls’
school. The highest scores are found in the Dier Ammar (75%) and Shu’fat camps
(70%). However, figures vary considerably between boys and girls, as well as among
schools, with girls in both Dier Ammar and Shu’fat being noticeably more hopeful than
(the boys 77% compared to 60%). The lowest proportion is found in the Aida girls’
school where only 17% are definitely confident that they will achieve their aspirations.
However, this figure increases to 68% when considering maybe (51%) responses.

Despite these varied perceptions about achieving their aspirations, both male
and female students remain generally hopeful about the future. The majority of

10 Common reasons for UNRWA students not continuing after ninth grade include not having ready-and-easy
access to a Ministry of Education school, reluctance or anxiety associated with entering a new and unfamiliar
school, and/or pressure or preference to enter the labor market (UNRWA, 2017).
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respondents, including the Aida girls, agree with the statement, “I’m always optimistic
about my future.” This varies from 79% among the Shu’fat boys to as high as 92%
among the Shu’fat girls. While the lowest proportion is found among Dier Ammar
boys (60%), notably important is that only 18% indicate they definitely do not agree
with the statement. This means that 82% are at least somewhat optimistic.

While retaining a general sense of optimism about their futures, students across
the three camps do not always expect the best in uncertain times, suggesting that
many maintain a measured and realistic understanding of their lives. This varies
considerably across the six schools (from 45% to 72%), with girls in two of the camps
(Dier Ammar & Shu’fat) being more hopeful than their male cohorts. The highest
percentage of students who agree with this statement are the Shu’fat girls (72%).
The lowest percentage is found among Dier Ammar boys (45%), although again only
18% definitely disagreed with the statement.

This perception may well reflect the experiences students encounter in their daily lives.
Overall, only 62% of the students indicate that more good than bad things happen to them,
with the lowest proportion (42%) being reported by the Aida girls. While no difference is
observed between boys and girls in Dier Ammar (68% and 67% respectively), noticeably
more girls in Shu’fat camp report having more positive than negative experiences (74%
compared to 63% of boys). While the boys in Aida are more positive than the girls (60%
compared to 42% of gitls), they are the least positive of the three boy schools.

The LOT-R has been used to derive overall scores for the dimensions of students’
sense of optimism and sense of pessimism. The LOT-R results largely reflect the
above findings, namely a positive sense about the future but one that varies among
camps as well as between boys and girls. As shown in Table 3, students in all schools,
aside from Aida boys, have higher optimism than pessimism scores, with the
overall average scores across the six schools being 8.50 and 8.31 for boys and girls,
respectively. The highest level of boys’ and girls’ optimism is found in Dier Ammar
(8.83), though this is only slightly higher than the combined score found in Shu’fat
(8.75). The lower scores for both boys and girls in the Aida camp means that they also
have the lowest combined optimism score (7.93).

The lowest average score for pessimism 1n terms of camps is found in Aida (8.06),
though this in large can be attributed to the noticeably lower score found among the
girl students (7.23). This is followed by the Shu’fat (8.25) and Dier Ammar (8.42)
camps. While boys’ and girls’ pessimism scores in Dier Ammar are similar (8.45
and 8.39, respectively), a comparable difference exists in Shu’fat where the girls are
found noticeably less pessimistic (8.05, compared to 8.40 among boys).

11 As noted above, although only 17% of Aida girls definitely believe they can achieve their aspirations, the
proportion increases to 68% when considering the maybe responses.
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Table 3
Lot-R Scores
Dier Ammar Shu’fat Aida
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
Optimism 8.69 8.97 8.68 8.82 8.29 7.57
Pessimism 8.45 8.39 8.40 8.05 8.89 7.23

In terms of gender differences, girls in both the Dier Ammar and Shu’fat camps
are more optimistic than the boys. Only in the case of the Aida schools are girls found
less optimistic (7.57 compared to 8.29). However, the girls in the Aida camp are
also less pessimistic than their male cohorts (7.23 compared to 8.89), a pattern also
observed in both Dier Ammar and Shu’fat. The boys in the Aida camp are found to
be the most pessimistic of all students.

Discussion

The aspirations and optimism among young Palestine refugees are expected to
reflect their respective living conditions. That is, students living in Dier Ammar
should show the highest optimism and least pessimism, with this being inversed
for the Shu’fat camp where the population lives in what are describable as slum-
like conditions. In the case of the Aida camp, student perceptions are expected to be
more similar to their peers living in Dier Ammar whose living conditions might be
described as reasonable.

This was not found. In fact, with the exception of the Aida boys, students in all
camps demonstrate higher scores of optimism than pessimism. Moreover, little
difference is found between the scores for either boys or girls in the Dier Ammar
and Shu’fat schools respectively, despite the latter camp being characterized with
the poorest infrastructure and living conditions of all three camps. The combined
optimism scores for boys and girls in the two camps are also similar, being 8.33 and
8.75 respectively. Moreover, neither boys nor girls were found to be more pessimistic
in Shu’fat, having a combined pessimism score of 8.25 compared to Dier Ammar’s
score of 8.42.

This suggests that physical living conditions such as infrastructure, living space,
and sanitation may not have as much a determining influence on how young people
view their futures as one might expect. By way of reference, 95% of Dier Ammar
students describe their camp as a good or alright place to live, compared to 71% of
Shu’fat students. Moreover, regardless of where they live, the majority of students
maintain high aspirations about the future, notably wishing to complete their
education and enter professional and vocational careers of their choice. The majority
(82%) report being optimistic about their future, with 69% also believing in their
ability to achieve their dreams. This suggests that the majority of young Palestine
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refugee students—regardless of their living conditions—are able to maintain a greater
sense of optimism than pessimism.

This is not inconsistent with other research. Arafat (2003, p. 22) found that while
Palestinian children in the aftermath of the Second Intifada'? were pessimistic about
the future in general, they retained

...the belief that they can achieve a degree of success through their own efforts, at least in
the personal, academic and social domains of their lives. The degree of self-efficacy is the
key to the generally positive outlook of Palestinian children on their own future; their belief
that they can do something about their own future is premised on their belief in, and interest

in, self-improvement.

This has been similarly observed by Veronese et al. (2012, p. 471) who found the
children living in the Tulkarem refugee camp in the West Bank to define themselves
as happy, optimistic, and satisfied with their lives, noting that “the want, poverty and
fear which they are obliged to face do not diminish their satisfaction and pride in
taking active part in the life of the camp.”

This does not suggest that camp environments do not influence the perceptions
or well-being of the sampled students. The fact that Aida students exhibit both the
lowest optimism and the highest level of pessimism despite having reasonable living
conditions suggests that other factors may have a determining influence. This is
particularly noticeable in regard to the boys. Aida boy students not only demonstrate
the lowest level of optimism among boys (8.29 compared to 8.69 in Dier Ammar and
8.68 in Shu’fat) but also have a higher pessimism score at 8.89 (compared to 8.45 and
8.40, respectively). Moreover, both Aida boys and girls are the least likely to report
that more good than bad things happen to them. Some 60% of the Aida boys feel
this way, compared with 68% of Dier Ammar boys and 63% of Shu’fat boys. Among
girls, only 42% of those from Aida expected more good than bad things, compared
with 67% of girls from Dier Ammar and 74% from Shu’fat.

While this research did not set out to identify specific attributes that impact
either optimism or pessimism, one might note the single most distinguishing feature
in the Aida camp is a lack of safety and security. Compared to the Shu’fat camp,
where UNRWA (2016) reported 66 confrontations between Israeli Security Forces
and Palestine refugees, 138 such confrontations were recorded in the Aida camp.
Moreover, 36% of all injuries reported in West Bank camps in 2014 occurred in the
Aida camp. Because the Aida boys school in the camp is located directly adjacent the
Barrier, it is also in close vicinity to where clashes regularly occur. Such incidents

12 The Second Intifada, also known as the Al-Agsa Intifada, was the second Palestinian uprising against Israel.
Beginning in September 2000 and lasting until 2005, it was a period of intensified Israeli-Palestinian violence.
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are repeatedly referenced by the Aida boys during the classroom discussions. The
boys describe the camp as dangerous, mentioning Israeli Security Forces “can come
any time.” At least 14 of the students report a family member to have been arrested
in the past.

In addition to the above safety threats, Aida students also appear to be more aware
of various social and economic constraints that might affect them as young adults.
Given the Aida camp’s location is immediately adjacent to the Barrier, to assume that
many students have become aware of the economic impacts this has had on camp is not
unreasonable. Since the beginning of the Barrier’s construction in 2000, the number of
permits allowing Palestinians to work in Israel has been halved, from 110,000 prior to
the Second Intifada to 45,000 in 2014 (Kleibo, 2014). This has contributed significantly
to the West Bank’s unemployment rate, especially in areas that rely on employment
opportunities in Israel. This might well explain why only 17% of Aida girls believe they
will definitely be able to achieve their ambitions, despite having the highest proportion
of respondents (82%) indicate that they definitely plan to complete their high school
education. On this point, many girls during the classroom discussion stated they want
to attend a university (87%) but did not see this as a realistic possibility because of
familial financial constraints. Boys on the other hand were more optimistic about their
future (72%) but less likely to think of university as an option (67%), instead citing
vocations such as auto mechanic and construction.

This was not found in the case of Shu’fat camp, which is also surrounded by
the Barrier; the girls are the most optimistic of all surveyed students. The Shu’fat
girls not only are the most optimistic as measured by the Lot-R but also the most
likely to believe they can achieve their aspirations (82%) while also being the most
optimistic about the future (92%). Only one girl indicates that she definitely will not
complete high school, while almost 87% cited university as their goal. On the other
hand, boys are less likely to definitely complete high school (51%) or express an
interest in university (40%). Only 59% definitely think they will be able to pursue
their aspirations.

These differences might be attributed to a number of factors. Firstly, while Shu’fat
camp is surrounded by the Barrier, residents retain Jerusalem IDs and have access
to significantly more economic opportunities than West Bank residents. This may
be reflected in the fact that neither the Shu’fat boys nor girls referenced economic
constraints as a major hindrance to their dreams, nor do they cite the Barrier as
an obstacle to accessing higher education opportunities in the future. The boys,
however, may be disadvantaged by pressures to support their families, whereas girls
are generally more protected within the family structure. Procter (2016) observed that
boys in Shu’fat camp are generally more likely than girls to drop-out of school and
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take unskilled, low-paying jobs in Israel’s informal work sector. Girls on the other
hand not only recognize the importance of staying in the education system as a way
of avoiding early marriage but are also more likely to complete Tawjihi and find work
in the formal work sector in primary schools or kindergartens.

This differentiating impact of life and living conditions on boys and girls can
also be discerned in Dier Ammar. While clearly living in the most favorable living
conditions, the construction of the Barrier has meant a loss of access to the Israeli
labor market. In 2007, 87% of the economically active population was estimated to
be employed; in 2012, approximately 23% of the camp was unemployed (Applied
Research Institute, 2012). The loss of employment opportunities has been particularly
felt by young people, with the unemployment rate among youth in the West Bank
reaching 40% in 2013 (PCBS, 2013). One might therefore reason that while the
majority of Dier Ammar students like where they live (87%), they are not necessarily
more likely than students in other camps to believe they can achieve their dreams
(67% compared to 70% in Shu’fat and 70% in Aida'?). This is also lower among boys
(61% compared to 73% among girls), possibly because they are more likely to see
their futures mainly in terms of being breadwinners.

These conditions may also have an influence on how young people view themselves in
comparison to others. On this point, students have been asked whether they see themselves
as being better or worse than their friends. Across all three camps, girls are more likely
to compare themselves more favorably against their peers in parallel with their general
levels of measured optimism. Whereas 61% of the Dier Ammar girls think they are better
off than their friends, this fell to 38% in Shu’fat and 24% in Aida. This pattern is also
observed among boys, though to a less noticeable extent; 45% of boys at Deir Ammar
think they are better off than their friends, compared to 41% in Shu’fat and 37% in Aida.
Such social comparisons, while not directly related to optimism and pessimism, have
been found to be associated with positive self-evaluations and well-being, which in turn
are commonly associated with positive and negative expectations regarding the future
(Aspinall et al., 2001; Conversano et al., 2010; Gibbons et al., 2000).

Many young refugees, then, are likely to have mixed perceptions about their futures;
this is reflected by the fact that both boys and girls in all three camps do not have a wide
range of scores for optimism and pessimism. While the average optimism score across
the six schools is found to be 8.50, the average pessimism score is only slightly lower at
8.23. Similarly, while 82% of the students state being optimistic about the future, only
62% definitely expect more good than bad things to happen while 60% think they will
be able to achieve their dreams and aspirations. This contrast is most apparent among
girls in Aida camp, who not only report the lowest optimism score (7.57) but also the

13 This figure includes the 51% of the Aida girls who reported that they ‘maybe *would achieve their dreams,
bring the overall figure from 17% to 68%.

32



Hutton, Hutton / Sense of Optimism and Perceptions of the Future among Palestine Refugee Students Living in Three West Bank Camps

lowest pessimism score (7.23). Additionally, while only 42% expect more good than bad
things and even a smaller proportion (17%) believe they will achieve their aspirations, the
majority (86%) agree with the statement that they are optimistic about the future.

This apparent contradiction is not without explanation. Hecht (2013, p. 1) noted
that the constructs of optimism and pessimism might be considered “distinct modes
of thinking that are best conceptualized, not rigidly and dichotomously but rather, as a
continuum with many degrees of optimism and pessimism.” As such, one might surmise
that while the majority of students in this study express an optimistic perspective (82%
agree with the statement that they are optimistic about their future), this is tempered with
a realization that things do not always work out (only 58.3% of the students expect the
best in uncertain times). Nguyen-Gillham et al. (2008, p. 291) have similarly observed
that while Palestinian youth share many of the same aspirations as other youths around
the world (education, travel, economic opportunities, romance/relationships), they
nonetheless “paint a picture of resilience that reveals contradictions and tensions ...
Despite the desire for order, Palestinian young people complain of emotional distress and
boredom. Feelings of desperation are intermingled with optimism.”

This contradiction, while expressed at the individual level, might also be understood
within a broader social context. The fact that many students do not separate their own
personal ambitions from those of being a Palestine refugee suggests that many young
refugees retain a sense of social affiliation and ideological commitment that provides
them with a sense of strength and optimism about their future. Indeed, in the Aida
and Shu’fat camps especially where the residents live under more difficult conditions,
students are most likely to voice a dream of living in a free Palestine, having freedom
to move, and making a positive difference in their society. On this point, Nguyen-
Gilham (2008) and Sousa et al. (2013) have observed that people and communities
who endure collective adversities or traumas (such as displacement, loss of freedom
of movement, conflict-related violence) may also emerge with collective memories
and a sense of cohesiveness and inter-dependence that can be defined as a type of
resilience. In the case of Palestinians, this resilience can be framed “within a context
a ‘social suffering’. The Palestinian concept of sumud - a determination to exist
through steadfast and rooted to the land - is the heart of resilience” (Nguyen-Gillham,
et al., 2008, p. 292). Among Palestine refugees, this is further strengthened by their
continuing acknowledgement of Nakba Day,'* the deeply entrenched symbolic key of
return,'® and the conviction that their right to return is an inalienable basic human right
that can never be given up (Palestinian Center for Policy and Research Survey, 2003).

14 Nakba Day, or the day of catastrophe, marks the displacement of Palestine refugees from their homes in 1948.
It is generally commemorated on May 15.

15 When Palestine refugees fled their homes in 1948, many took the keys of their homes in the belief that their
return was imminent. The keys are often passed on from generation to generation as a keepsake—as a memory
of their lost homes and as lasting symbols of their desired right to return.
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As such, fully understanding the dreams and aspirations of young Palestine refugees
as well as their own sense of optimism and pessimism about the future is difficult without
taking into consideration their own experience as Palestine refugees. Palestine refugees were
displaced 68 years ago. In the interim years, little progress has been achieved in reaching
a just and fair solution as laid out in the United Nations General Assembly Resolution
941.'® In the West Bank, a third of Palestine refugees continue to live in camps and not
own homes, with many living in poverty. Yet despite their continuing status as refugees,
young Palestine refugees not only retain a sense of optimism but have remarkably similar
aspirations and interests as other young people around the world. When asking students
in this study what they do with their free time, the majority responded that they spend it
on the internet, play computer games, visit friends, do home work, and help with chores.
The importance of this is perhaps best explained by Nguyen-Gillham et al. (2008, p. 296):

A feature of resilience lies in its very ordinariness ... The capacity to ensure has to be
understood within the micro context of ordinary life, all too often obscured by the harsh
political realities. For Palestinian youth [and Palestine refugees], resiliency is rooted in the
capacity to make life as normal as possible.

The way that young refugees look towards the future, then, is neither straightforward
nor unidimensional. While this research did not set out to identify the specific factors
that influence the aspirations and sense of optimism of young Palestine refugees,
one can nevertheless assume that additional factors such as emotional orientation,
characteristics, socioeconomic status, and family resources influence one’s basic
outlook on life and motivation to address challenges (Hecht, 2013; Robb et al., 2009).
That said, Palestine refugee adolescents nevertheless seem generally optimistic about
their futures, regardless of where they live. However, young Palestine refugees also
apparently share a sense of pessimism that cannot be overlooked. While many look
forward to achieving their dreams, they have also learned to expect the bad with the
good and do not expect the best during difficult times. This may well reflect experiences
which many young refugees encounter, particularly when these are associated with
conflict-related violence that can undermine their sense of safety and security. At the
same time, there may also come an understanding among some students that their
aspirations and dreams may be out of reach, particularly when they come from poorer
families or have mixed prospects of finding satisfactory employment.

In summary, this study perhaps raises more questions than it has answered despite
having straightforward objectives, these being to firstly understand the aspirations of

16 The United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194 was adopted on December 11, 1948, near the end of the
1948 Arab-Israeli War. The Resolution defined principles for reaching a final settlement and returning Palestine
refugees to their homes. It resolved that “refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with their
neighbors should be permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date, and that compensation should be paid for
the property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or damage to property which, under principles of
international law or equity, should be made good by the Governments or authorities responsible.” (Article 11).

34



Hutton, Hutton / Sense of Optimism and Perceptions of the Future among Palestine Refugee Students Living in Three West Bank Camps

Palestine refugee students living in the West Bank and secondly to explore whether
the conditions under which these young people live influences their sense of hope
and optimism. The fact that young Palestine refugees are more optimistic than
pessimistic despite living in difficult conditions speaks to a deeper sense of hope and
resilience than one might otherwise expect. However, also true is that young refugees
appear deeply concerned about their futures. This should neither be overlooked nor
minimized. Research has shown that exposure to chronic conflicts and violence,
restricted economic opportunities, and enduring poverty can change the way people
think and feel, including having more negative expectations and less hopefulness
(Ayer et al., 2015). One might reasonably expect that young Palestine refugees,
too, may become increasing pessimistic in face of the persistent obstacles to their
dreams and aspirations. As such, while the optimism of these young people should be
acknowledged and appreciated, it should not be taken for granted.
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Oz
Suriye’de 15 Mart 2011'de ayaklanma bagsladiginda, krizin bu boyuta ulasacag: hi¢ kimse tarafindan tah-
min edilemedi. Suriye’den Turkiye’ye, 29 Nisan 2011 gunii, 500 kisilik ilk go¢ grubu, Hatay'in Yayladag:
kapisindan girdiginde Turkiye, bunu gecici bir durum olarak degerlendirdi. Daha sonra buyiik bir goc
dalgasiyla gelen Suriyeliler, Turkiye’nin, gineydogudaki sinir sehirleri ve buytiksehirleri basta olmak tze-
re, bircok sehrine yerlesmeye basladilar. Boyle bir kriz durumuna hazirlikli olmayan Turkiye, simdiye ka-
dar cok buytk olay olmadan, bu biiytik dalganin getirdigi problemlerle, nispeten olaysiz bir sekilde bas
edebilmistir. Suriyeliler, hukuki bakimdan, Turkiye’de siginmaci olarak kabul edilemeyecekleri icin, bu
duruma gecici ¢ozim bulunmaya calisilmis; 2013 yilinda ¢ikan 6458 Sayil Kanun ile gecici koruma altina
almmalarina kadar, “misafir” olarak adlandirilmis; bu sebeple 2013 yilina kadar, resmi olarak cok fazla bir
sey yapilamamistir. Bu stirecte sivil toplum kuruluslarn ile gonulla ve bireysel olarak calisan kisiler, kriz
yonetimi konusunda basaril olarak adlandirilabilecek cahsmalar sergilemislerdir. Ozellikle kadnlar, gerek
kadim dernekleri gerekse bireysel olarak hizla organize olmus ve bu meselenin bir ucundan tutmuslardir. Bu
arastirmada, Ankara’da, krize bireysel olarak ¢coziim olmak tizere calismalara baslamis, daha sonra etrafinda
eski ogrencilerinden ve arkadaslarindan olusan ytiz kisilik bir gontlli gruba liderlik ederek krizi yoneten
Nezahat Albay’in kurdugu Gonilliler Grubu'nun, probleme yaklasimi, trettikleri ¢c6ztim metotlar ele alin-
mustir. Kadinlar; olaylari, sorunlari ve ihtiyaclar daha cok empati kurarak anlamaya calismaktadirlar. “Ben
olsaydim ne yapardim?”, “Biz de o durumda olabilirdik.” soru ve ifadeleri yaptugimiz arastirmada gonullu
kadmlarin sik sik kullandiklar ifadelerdir. Bu olayda once empati kurarak ilk adimlar atmis, daha sonra
yaptiklar1 cahismalarla farkindaliklar: artmis, en sonunda da toplumda arabulucu rolit oynamaya baslamis-
lardir. Bu arastirmada “empati”, “farkindalik” ve “arabuluculuk” terimlerinin krizin tespiti ve problemin
cozumiine uygulanmasina ¢ahsilacak ve bu uygulamalarin kadinlarin gonillulik faaliyetlerinde nasil bir
fark ortaya cikardigr incelenecektir. Olaym anlasilabilmesi icin “kriz nedir”, “nasil miicadele edilir” soru-
larina teorik cevaplar arandiktan sonra, etkilesimci ve dontstimcit liderlik modelleri cercevesinde kadin
liderligi ele alinarak ozellikle, kadin liderligini daha iyi anlatan dontistumcii liderlik modeli ile grubun krizle
nasil ytizlestigi ve ne tir coztimler trettigi analiz edilecektir. Calisma nitel yontemle, 6rnek olay incelemesi
olarak calisilmis; veriler, literattr taramasi, katilime1 gozlem, odak grup gorismeleri ve derinlemesine mii-

lakatlarla toplanmistir. Calisma Ankara’da yuratalmistur.
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(An Example from Ankara)’
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Abstract

On March 15, 2011 when the uprising in Syria began, no one could have predicted that the crisis would reach this
dimension. When the first migration group of 500 people from Syria entered Turkey from Hatay’s Yayladag: border on
April 29, 2011, the situation was regarded as a temporary one. Then the Syrians, coming in with a large migration wave,
began to settle first in the cities along the southeast border, then all over Turkey. Turkey, which wasn't prepared for such
a crisis with this huge wave and its problems, has been able to relatively uneventfully cope so far without great fuss.
Syrians could not legally be accepted as asylum seekers in Turkey. According to the Geneva Convention, which Turkey
signed in 1961, only having people from European countries eligible for seeking asylum was placed as a geographical
restriction. Hence, Syrians were first identified as “guests” for a temporary solution, then they were taken under temporary
protection in accordance with Law No. 6458 passed in 2013. In this process, civil society organizations and individuals
working as volunteers have successfully performed crisis management. As female organizations or as independent groups,
women in particular have organized very quickly as a helping hand in this crisis. This study analyzes the foundation
from the point of view of how they approach the problem and the solution methods they have produced. Nezahat Albay,
through her leadership, founded the Goniilliller Grubu [The Volunteers Group], which aims to be a helping hand for
Syrians in Ankara. The foundation consists of a hundred volunteers, former students and friends of Albay. Women try to
understand the events, problems, and needs using an empathetic approach. Statements like “What would I do if I were
a refugee?” or “We could have also been in that situation?” were often heard from the volunteer women in this research.
In this case, women have started their work by establishing empathy with Syrians and then increasing their awareness in
the community that they have built together with the Syrians; lastly, they have begun to play a mediator role in general
society. In this study, the terms of empathy, awareness, and mediation will be examined with respect to identifying and
solving problems concerning this crisis. Furthermore, the following steps will be investigated: (a) women with empathetic
behaviors mobilizing to help Syrians, (b) developing awareness, and (c) playing a mediator role. Accompanying questions
like how they have evolved, how problem solving has been implemented, and how women have made a difference in
voluntary activism by applying these steps will also be examined. In order to better understand the topic in this article, 1
have started by searching the theoretical background of the term “crisis,” the components of crisis management, and the
qualities of female leadership with an explanation of transactional and transformational leadership.
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The civil war that started in 2011 in Syria has not just remained within Syria but has
also rapidly influenced neighboring countries followed by the whole world. Turkey
is one of the countries most affected by this crisis. The vast majority of immigrants
from Syria live in Turkey. This situation can be identified as a crisis because these
sudden developments have the power to change at least one of the variables of
people’s lives, such as their health, psychological condition, or the system they
live in. Crises suddenly evolve and cause a break between the past and future that
impedes continuity. The main source of the crisis in Syria is that the country has been
completely destroyed with almost nothing left of the old Syria. Turkey has opened the
door to Syrian immigration, which has begun a new era full of factions.

Turkey ratified the Geneva Convention in 1961; accepting only refugees who
come from Europe is within its geographical restrictions. In this framework, Turkey
was able to open the door to Syrians for many humanitarian reasons by not accepting
them as refugees but as guests. This situation continued until they became temporarily
protected by Law No. 6458 issued in 2013.

After receiving the Syrian guests, some groups in the society have empathized with
Syrians’ situation and been actively involved in their aid. Other groups, however,
have questioned opening this door to allow such immense immigration and opposed
Syrians’ arrival. As such, a tension also is present in Turkish society because of this
event, which has been able to evolve as crises caused by the current crisis in Syria.

Leaving the potential future crisis aside to overcome the present crisis of the
increasing Syrian migration, NGOs and other volunteer groups and individuals can
be seen to have been acting to resolve it. In this study, I will analyze the leadership
styles of a group of almost one hundred women who have come together to resolve
this crisis, calling themselves the Volunteers Group in this crisis situation. Studies
conducted over the past two decades have shown that, in the context of transformational
leadership, women’s leadership behaviors differ from men’s. Thus, this study will
identify the differences, and efforts will be made to determine the characteristics of
different female-leadership behaviors. In order to better understand what lies within
this framework, first the crisis situation will be addressed then female leadership
will be briefly introduced within the history of development while looking at the
transformational leadership qualities that are most applicable to female leadership.
Later sections of this article will study the process of group forming within the
framework of female leadership and how they use empathy, awareness, and mediation
as a means of coping with the process and crisis. The research has been conducted
using a literature review, participant observations, focus-group discussions, and in-
depth interviews.
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Method

In this study, Nezahat Albay, the founder of the all-women Volunteers Group, and
other women in the group working in Ankara to help Syrian refugees were examined
through leadership behavior in this crisis’ case using the case study method. The
activities of the Volunteers Group have an impact in the current world and gains
meaning in the environment in which everyone operates. Because of this, their
activities fall within the definition of a case study. Two of the most important criteria
for studying a work as a case study are that the work is current and also occurs within
a specific context (Gillham, 2010; Yin, 1994). Because of these criteria, this study has
been examined as a case study.

The Volunteers Group is a help-centered work group initiated by Albay in 2014 to
help Syrians living in Ankara. The group, initially formed with the participation of
ten women, now continues to work as a group of 100 people through the participation
of Albay’s former students and friends. The group currently operates in three circles.
The first is a group of 15 teachers who teach Turkish to Syrians. These teachers
not only teach but also work in their spare time as volunteer workers visiting the
refugees at home, making needs analyses, collecting aid from people, and delivering
it to the needy refugees. The second group consists of 40 women who have been
working alongside Albay for twenty years in Tafsir (Qur’an exegesis) studies. They
also conduct field research that helps with certain activities. The third circle has a
45-member group of women who provide financial resources for assistance. Their
work is a holistic service activity in almost all fields, from helping Syrians with
Turkish lessons to helping them find houses, providing daily necessities, helping
them register with the immigration office, assisting their hospital visits, helping them
find jobs, and more (Albay, N., personal communication, September 5, 2016).

In the participant observation part of the study, I joined the first and second groups
of volunteers in their activities for helping; this was followed by focus-group and
in-depth interviews with the first group members, all teachers. The results of the
participant observation were: The group is made up only of women who serve the
refugees as volunteers and perform their activities with a holistic approach to helping
Syrian refugees. After performing a literature research, I found no other example in
the world like this group’s activities of volunteerism containing these three features
(Topcu & Kurtulmus, 2017, pp. 34—44).

Because the study is a case study, participant observations have been initiated
using why and how questions, as in all case studies (Yin, 1994, p. 94). In the
participatory observation section, [ have chosen the method of self-expressing the
field’s own structure without any prior acceptance or judgment in mind, seeking
to investigate questions such as: What does this example have to say, what are its
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main dynamics, what motivates them, and what are the most important elements
that hold them together? For this reason, the participatory observation stage uses the
exploratory method, a qualitative research method. Usually in exploratory research,
specific topics that have not been studied previously are studied; this method is used
especially in case studies (Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2000; Singh, 2007).

After deciphering the collected data, the hermeneutical method was used to analyze
the texts. The most important terms emerging from these analyses are empathy,
raising awareness, and mediation. Thus, I considered the study as concepts affecting
and determining leadership in the case of crisis and examined female leadership in a
crisis within the framework of these three terms.

Theoretical Framework

Crisis Situation and Crisis Management

Crisis has many definitions. According to Faulkner, a crisis (Faulkner, 2001) is the
beginning of an event that is likely to create a problem which can make significant
changes in daily routines and shake the existing structure. The crisis period contains
an immediate threating situation; time is crucial for decision making and new
surprises can be encountered at any moment. Crises are usually big events. A crisis
is an unplanned situation that involves threats and makes radical changes to one or
more variables in a system (Roux-Dufort, 2007, pp. 105-106).

Crises, being sudden phenomena, stop the natural fluidity between the past and
future and create a relative disconnect between these two times, even though these
situations are not frequently encountered. Therefore, volcanic eruptions, floods, and
other natural phenomena have been mentioned as events that create crises. A volcanic
explosion itself is not a crisis, but the events caused after the explosion is a crisis for the
people themselves and the systems they have created because crises create situations
that put people’s lives, health, psychological condition, and environment in danger.

Distinguishing between natural crises and those caused by humans is also
necessary. Natural events are defined as floods, volcanic eruptions, fires, and so
on. As in previously given examples, events such as a war, terrorist attack, social
explosion, corruption, and so forth are caused by humans. Natural crises cannot be
controlled but can be minimized. However, control over human-induced crises is
much easier (Harwati, 2013).

The question of how to deal with a crisis is emerging as an area that has become
more and more specific under the name of crisis management. Successful crisis
management requires implementing a coordinated process, focusing on goals, and
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taking measures to reduce the threat elements from developing or to reduce their
effects (Mika & Ondrusek, 2010).

Given the general framework outlined above, the events since the beginning of
the Syrian war have created a crisis for those directly exposed to it, as well as for the
countries are recipients of mass migrations who receive masses of migrants in a short
period of time. Those living in the war region are incapable of solving this crisis, so
they immigrate to their neighboring countries in particular. Such host countries that
are exposed to this migration use different methods to cope with the crisis. Turkey,
opening the door for humanitarian reasons, cannot accept refugees except those from
Europe for legal reasons. Therefore, Turkey has called them guests. Hope that the war
would end in a short time existed, and the Syrians were placed in camps through a
crisis management that could be considered successful. As soon as the Syrians who
were coming in large waves overfilled the capacity of the camps, they first began
settling in the border provinces and then began dispersing to other places.

Meeting all these people’s needs, like learning languages, housing, health,
education, finding jobs, and integration, requires successful crisis management. Non-
governmental organizations and volunteer groups have undertaken important tasks in
crisis management. The Volunteers Group is one of these.

Female Leadership

Nezahat Albay, a woman, has mobilized other women around her since the early
days of the Syrians’ arrival in Ankara in 2013 and, using her leadership skills, formed
a group to look for a solution to this new crisis. Throughout history, women have
demonstrated leadership roles and been at various levels in the administration, as
well as government officials. This situation has been found in almost all societies. In
Islamic history, 16 female Sultans are found who fulfilled requirements like giving
their own speeches and issuing money under their name according to Bahriye Ugok
(1972, p. 447). Fatima Mernissi (1992, pp. 131-132), on the other hand, found two
more Yemeni female rulers, Esma (died circa 1087) and Urve (died circa 1138) to
have been left forgotten from the pages of history, which makes for a total of 18
female rulers. The two most famous of the 18 are Raziye and Seceretu’d Diir. Raziye
was the daughter of Iltutmus, a slave who had proclaimed his independence from
the Ghaznavids and gained great power in India. Despite the presence of Iltutmus’
male children, he left the throne to Raziye after his death. Her brother, Riikneddin,
rejected this situation and opposed her. Raziye went to the public to gain their favor
and become their ruler. Seceretu’d Diir became the leader of Egypt 12 years after
Raziye in the year 1250. Concealing her husband’s death, Seceretii’d Diir reached
an agreement with the Mamluks, starting a war against the French who had besieged
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Egypt. These two women sultans succeeded in using power. However, sometimes
they used violence similar to their male counterparts with little difference. When
they had to destroy their opponents, they did, but used different methods. Instead of
cutting off their heads or hanging them, they simply poisoned them (Topcu-Brestrich,
2000). As can be seen, women who had no role model in leadership in that era showed
behavioral patterns that were valid for that time. Also, recent research has shown that
nowadays men and women have differences in their leadership behaviors.

Finding opportunities throughout history to exhibit one’s own leadership behaviors
has not been easy for women, even in the Modernist era. The ruling systems have been
changed in Modernism, with the election-based system being generally introduced.
Within this system, women were at first not given the right to vote or be elected, but
later in the early 20th century, they were given these rights, especially in western
countries. At the beginning of the 20th century, factories had developed modern
management understanding, using experiments and studies to increase production, and
efforts for leadership in this framework have accelerated. Leadership is understood no
longer as an innate talent but as a learned behavior. Thus, the mentality of transactional
leadership that emerged at the beginning of the 1950s was built upon leaders rewarding
and motivating workers. Immediately after this understanding of leadership and in
line with social developments, the understanding of transformational leadership was
developed. New concepts of transformational leadership have changed from those
in the past: No longer is the leader in the center, the followers are. The post-modern
transformational leader is someone who prepares an environment that helps reveal
followers’ true potentials and enables them to work in an inspiring atmosphere. Also,
what is important is the process, rather than the result (Topcu, 2000).

Transactional and transformational leadership research has revealed male and
female leaders to have behavioral differences in their leadership. In this context, men,
talking about their own leadership, have shown that they are more likely to reward
or punish employees based on their performance. Women leaders, on the other
hand, show characteristics of transformational leadership that are different. They
concentrate more on participation, power sharing, and employee opinions. Once
again, while men attach more importance to the issue of structure, which is more a
feature of the leadership of activism, women exhibit behaviors that are supportive
and depend more on team-work. Women also tend to adopt a participatory decision-
making process (Walumbwa & Ojode, 2014).

The conducted research has determined that transformational leadership leads to more
complex results than expected. In this new understanding, the process has been observed as
important, rather than the result. If the process is well managed, the results exceed the goals
set at the beginning. According to a transformational leader’s characteristics, leaders reveal
themself as a role model, gaining the trust and confidence of followers while preparing
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them to learn the details of the work and strengthen them so that followers have more
enthusiasm and work much more efficiently. The leader demonstrates fair behaviors in
the process, respects followers so that they have a positive opinion of the group members,
and encourages them towards group-focused work. When men perform transformational
leadership, the leader has sometimes also been displayed as a hero. When women apply
transformational leadership behaviors, no sign of behaving or being exhibited as a hero is
found (Lott, 2007). In this study, Albay’s leadership behaviors show almost every quality
of transformational leadership. But as mentioned above, neither she nor her followers has
been characterized as heroes. Within this text, both Albay’s and other group members’
leadership behaviors will be analyzed through transformational leadership behaviors.

Findings

The Impact of Female Leadership in Forming an All-Women Volunteer Group

Albay, a history teacher, helped people from Somalia prior to the Syrian crisis. With
the beginning of the Syrian settlement in the neighborhood where she used to live,
Albay learned that a Syrian woman, unable to speak Turkish, had later died when going
to the hospital. Albay started acting upon learning of this incident, announcing that she
would give Turkish lessons to Syrian women by preparing Arabic written flyers. The
flyers were delivered door-to-door to the Syrians in the neighborhood. Albay, starting
all this by herself, requested help from friends and former students after receiving many
applications for the Turkish course. The course started in March 2014, three days a week,
each lesson three hours. As the course began, news spread quickly among Syrians, and
the number of participants increased day by day. This activity was started by a woman
for solving the communication problems of other women newly arrived in Ankara
from other countries. This quickly led to the rise of activity from the Volunteers Group,
consisting of Albay’s friends and former students (N. Albay, personal communication,
February 5, 2017). Giil KAHRAMANER, also a woman, heard about the Volunteers
Group’s activities and proposed to transform these activities into a project. She has
held several meetings with provincial and district Directorates of National Education,
district governorship, and other institutions, starting the Turkish language course in
March 2015 at Sidika Kinaci Primary School in Baraj Mahallesi as an official activity
(G. Kahramaner, personal communication, April 10, 2017).

The group has ten teachers who work as volunteers. In addition to teaching
activities, the teachers in the group have started visiting students at home, in
particular those needing help in certain aspects. Through these visits, the teachers also
discovered numerous other refugees in need of many things in the neighborhood. As
such, they regularized these visits and started analyzing refugees’ needs. As a result
of all these efforts, they ended up helping them not only with learning the language
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but also in affording housing, furniture, food, beverages, clothing, and assistance
through government offices. They also helped the refugees needing health services
to gain access to Turkish hospitals. A second group, formed by old friends who had
been working together for twenty years in Tafsir (Qur’an exegesis), was added to the
volunteers shortly after starting the language courses. This group consists of forty
new volunteers participating in fieldwork with teachers and collecting aid to meet
the refugees’ needs. Over time, a third group of women was formed for providing
financial support. This group now consists of a hundred women and reaches about
200 Syrian families (Participant observation notes, 2016).

The Syrian war, a crisis produced by humans and reaching the border of Turkey,
has caused this country a sudden crisis. However, with the immediate actions of
civil society organizations, volunteers and several independent groups such as the
Volunteers Group have prevented the crisis from getting even worse. Like many
other non-governmental organizations and voluntary groups, the Volunteers Group
is one of those helping Syrians. It is even more unique in the sense that its members
are exclusively women. Also, the activities they offer cover all the refugees’ needs
(Topcu & Kurtulmus, 2017, p. 15).

The most important factor in forming the group has been trust. Trust is the word most
often heard in the group conversations and this study’s interviews. Group members
stated the biggest factor in joining the group was their trust for Albay. Trust is not only an
important element that plays a role in group participation but also a fundamental concept
that is strongly emphasized in all the works of the group. The group has established a trust-
based relationship with the Syrians they have helped and has maintained a transparent and
secure relationship with the people of Ankara whom they have helped introduce to the
Syrians. The group members, who formed various WhatsApp groups for coordinating,
share the materials they need in groups by asking who can help them and directly bringing
together the helpers with those needing assistance. For example, the group prefers the
helpers and refugees to meet face to face regarding financial aid. Sometimes the donation
is not money but other needed supplies such as food, clothing, or furniture; then the group
takes care of handling the given materials. Albay is a person who has been active in the
NGO’s civil society for many years and one of the best to know the dynamics of her
own culture, as well. She has continued her relationships with the people she has worked
with on various subjects over the years and has shown a reliable personality (Topcu &
Kurtulmus, 2017, p. 49). In this context, the transformational leadership feature can be
applied to her becoming a role model for followers.

Group Process in the Framework of Female Leadership
While the Volunteers Group is founded on mutual trust among its members and
also the Syrians, another important dynamic of the group is helping the same in-need
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families continuously in addition to other new ones. Unlike other charities, the group
does not aid the Syrians only on certain occasions; they provide them with continual
support. In the beginning, the group that had started the Turkish language course
could only help a few families of the attending students, but now they help around
200 families (an average of 1,400 people). They deal with all the kinds of problems
these families encounter, regularly visiting these families and sometimes calling on
group members if help is needed.

The group members, stating that their relations with each other had become
increasingly sincere and entertaining, indicated being happier after starting the volunteer
activities. This group, which cares about continuity and continues to work by providing
care for the Syrian families, has also acquired a dynamic within itself and increased its
own degree of happiness as individuals through this dynamism. These activities have
become a process that increases the happiness of group members once the element of
trust has been established and performed consistently (April 16th Focus Group, 2017).
As can be seen, the results of the work were not planned but only started for teaching a
few Syrian women Turkish using confidence, constancy, and certain other principles of
caring. The proper management of the process increased the number of Syrian families
and of volunteers. This work, which has transformational leadership qualities, attaches
importance to the process rather than the result, reaching more successful results as a
group, both in terms of quality and quantity.

Empathy, Awareness, and Mediation in the Crisis Management Process

As the theoretical main elements of crisis management, dealing with crises requires
focusing on the goal, coordinating that work, and eliminating the threat or reducing
its impact. In addition to this, the group has developed its own procedural methods.

While describing the process of joining the group, the members first emphasized
the confidence they have in Albay, then the concept of empathy. The empathy they
establish with Syrians is an important element that triggers their participation. Almost
all group members stated, “We could be like this,” when they saw the Syrian people
on the streets before joining the group. This idea later turned into “What can I do?”
When the proposal came to join the group, both confidence and empathy got them
involved quickly. Their empathy grew as they worked with Syrians, and this provided
the continuity of their work (April 30th Focus Group, 2017).

With their developed ability to empathize, they combined the experiences they had
had in the field with the Syrians so they could begin to tell people about their stories
in a more detailed situation. The more knowledge they gained about the subject,
the more their awareness increased. This further strengthened their empathy. Thus,
they found a nourishing relationship to exist between empathy and awareness. For
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example, Syrians have different lifestyles and social levels. Some were very wealthy
in Syria but lost all their assets coming here. They have realized that the quality of life
they were used to in Syria is still in their memory, so the volunteers begun distributing
better-quality materials to those in this situation (April 30th Focus Group, 2017).
Establishing empathy is not putting oneself in another’s place as a substitute for the
self but trying to understand another’s own circumstances. Within this definition, the
Volunteers Group members’ sensitivity to this is an indication of how much they’ve
improved their awareness of the work and their ability to empathize. At first, they
empathized within the framework of “We could have been in this situation,” but later
they understood that people will perceive different traumas according to their life
experiences, and this awareness has further improved their ability to empathize.

The group members work together all the time and frequently evaluate the situation
with each other. In the context of the events they face, they share their perceptions
about Syrian culture and what Syrians are vulnerable to. The ongoing assessment of
how they should be treated in this framework also emerges as an element that enhances
their ability to empathize. These evaluations enable them to better understand Syrians
so they can make better decisions about helping. At the same time, they share this
detailed information with the people around them, mobilizing them properly. All
these developments emerge as elements that have helped to overcome the crisis
quickly and easily (N. Taslak, personal communication, May 17, 2016).

In the process, the Volunteers Group members encounter conflicts in areas in which
they operate, within the group itself, with the Syrians, and also with other people
in their community. However, with good governance of the process, these conflicts
can be successively managed because of the improved empathy skills and increased
awareness. The process they experience also trains them in conflict management and
mediation. Though they cannot relate to everything about Syrian people’s lifestyle,
over time they have admitted that many things that they may not agree with can be a
part of their lives, allowing them to look at things differently (April 25th Focus Group,
2017). In this framework, one group members, who had been invited to a wedding,
learned that the bride was 14 years old and the groom 19. She immediately intervened
verbally at the wedding, but then realized that she could do nothing for the moment and
then decided to be silent, waiting until later to try and spread awareness among Syrians
about early marriage (P. Ozveren, personal communication, May 10, 2017).

Such practices and cultural differences are issues that can be important conflict
elements among societies in the future. Because the Volunteers Group members
identify these issues and work on solutions before they become a problem, they have
taken early steps in preventing crises that may arise after potential conflicts. As such,
the group also undertakes mediation between the two communities.
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The work that these people do in their social environment for removing prejudices
towards Syrians is also an activity for evaluation within the framework of mediation
activities. In this framework, they constantly perform calming interventions for both
sides whenever necessary. These interventions continue into public transportation
and in the market. However, when they witness negative attitudes and behaviors
towards Syrians, they intervene immediately for a positive outcome (May 21st
Focus Group, 2017). Likewise, the members of the group have also established
friendships with Syrians prejudiced against Turkish people; they try to correct some
misunderstandings and give them better insight into life in Turkey. The Syrians living
in the urban-transformation regions only get to see the financially struggling people
of Ankara, so they develop their perspective on Turkish people accordingly. The
members of the Volunteers Group invite the Syrians to their homes, allowing them
to see other neighborhoods and other lives, thus helping broaden their perspective.

As conflicts do happen between Syrians and Turks, so do they happen between the
Turkmen and Arabs from Syria. The deep and historic disagreements between Turkmen
and Syrians have been carried here with their migration. Even though it does not show
up clearly, it still exists. The Turkmens’ experience of being discriminated in Iraq and
Syria has led them to think they must have more advantages than other Syrian refugees
in Turkey because of their language and ethnicity. Members of the Volunteers Group who
witness these cases indicate that urgent measures should be taken to resolve this issue as
a potential area of conflict that can become a crisis (Topcu & Kurtulmus, 2017, p. 85).

Discussion and Evaluation

After the Syrian war, the crisis caused an intense wave of migration into Turkey. Non-
governmental organizations, volunteer groups, and other individuals reacted very quickly,
starting to work toward solutions. One of these groups in Ankara consists of almost a
hundred women under the leadership of Nezahat Albay, and is called the Volunteers
Group. These members quickly joined forces, trusting Albay. They conducted their work
within the framework of the principle of transparency and have continued their activities
with a process-oriented attitude. Such an attitude is suitable for the understanding of
transformational leadership better suited to female sensibilities. This group is unique in
the sense that it is unprecedented: It is the first of its type in the world in terms of being
composed only of women, providing service for refugees, and maintaining a holistic
understanding of the services for fulfilling all the needs of the refugees.

The most important element that facilitates member participation in the group is
the trust placed in Albay. The component of trust shows itself in all group activities
(N. Biiylik, personal communication, May 18, 2016). While developing a trust-based
relationship with the Syrians they have helped, the group continues to have confidence
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in transparency, introducing the people who want to financially aid directly with
the Syrian refugees (N. Taslak, personal communication, May 17, 2016). Another
important distinction of the group’s activities is the constant pursuit of the specific
families they’ve adopted, which identifies as a feminine behavior. While other
charitable organizations help Syrians at random, the Volunteers Group has helped
specific families and still helps them on an ever-increasing number of occasions.

All Volunteers Group members stated having empathized with the Syrians before
joining the group, and this empathy facilitated their participation in the group
activity. Their empathy skills advanced while in the field, thus increasing their level
of awareness. The experiences and information they acquired have enabled them to
shape the work they do. They have come to understand that continuity of their work
should not only be limited to taking care of Syrians’ needs but also that this crisis
has potential conflicts in the foreseeable future. As such, they have started mediating
activities at their own discretion in this context.

The Syrian war is not just a crisis in Syria but also one that has spread to neighboring
countries through migration. In managing the crisis, women in Turkey in civil
society organizations, both as individuals and as groups, have played important roles.
Women'’s assistance in activities differs from that of men; women tend to be more
empathetic and care more for needy people. Within the framework of this caring they
do not limit to just one issue like helping in the field; they integrate more into solving
every problem they encounter. They do not establish distance between themselves
and the people they work with; they move their work areas to their private lives and
develop friendships with the people they help.

These findings lead women to look at the events more holistically, preparing a
more participatory work environment and developing a friendly relationship within
the workplace by moving it to the personal level. This way of working helps them
adapt to their work areas more quickly while also helping the people they work
with adapt. This environment of mutual harmony and trust allows people to reflect
on themselves as they are, thus making it easier for them to identify the problems
existing in the field and to focus on solving them. In this framework, the Volunteers
Group members have identified many possible crisis areas belonging to the issue and
have worked on these areas. However, they have not been able to reach out to all of
them because the field is too large.
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Arastirma Makalesi

“Yolculuk” Adl1 Cocuk Kitabinin Greimas’in

Gostergebilimsel Coziimlemesi ile Incelenmesi

Kiibra Giiran Yigitbast'

Oz

Miilteci, siginmaci ya da gocmen olarak tanimlanan gruplar, son yillarda medyada yardim kampanyalar
ya da trajik yasam miicadeleleri, adli vakalar, siddet, istismar gibi negatif baglamlarla cercevelenen haber
programlar ile karsimiza cikmaktadir. Ulkemizde ise bu konu, gerek cografi gerekse tarihi yakinhk ne-
deniyle dunya medyasindan farkl olarak giindemin ilk siralarinda siyasal, sosyal ve insani boyutlariyla
yer almaktadir. Bununla birlikte mtlteciligin cesitli medya mecralarinda konu edilme bi¢imi, cagimizin ve
insanhigin 6zgurlik, insan haklari, esitlik, birlikte yasama kulturi, oteki gibi pek cok kavram acisindan hala
ciddi ve kotit bir sinav verdigine isaret etmektedir. Ote yandan, gercek hayatta yasanan pek ¢ok unsurdan
beslenen cocuk edebiyatinin ve cocuk kitaplarimin miilteciligi konu edinmesi ise, cocuk okurlarin bu ger-
ceklik karsisinda dogru yonde bir farkindalik kazanarak empati gosterebilmeleri noktasinda 6zel bir 6nem
tasimaktadir. “Yolculuk” adh resimli cocuk kitabi, cocuk hedef kitle icin kaleme alinmis bir edebi eserin,
siddet, causma ve olimu de icinde barmdiran miiltecilik gibi gercek hayattan yola ¢ikan, aym zamanda
travmatik bir konuyu anlatimi acisindan incelemeye deger bulunmustur. Calismada ad1 gecen cocuk kitabi,
ayn1 konuyu isleyen benzer kitaplar icinden kuctik yastaki cocuklar: hedeflemesi ve 12 dile cevrilerek diinya
capinda yaygin bir okur kitlesine ulasmasi nedeniyle secilmistir. Arastirmanin amaci, bir cocuk kitabinda
gercekei bir konunun, Greimas'in gostergebilimsel yontemiyle, eyleyenler drnekcesi ve gostergebilimsel
dortgen yardimiyla yazinsal metnin anlamini olusturan cesitli katmanlara ulasip, eyleyenler ve anlatidaki is-
levleri ile bunlarin aralarindaki iliski aciga cikarilarak irdelenmesidir. Literatiirde, cocuk iceriklerine iliskin
analizlerde anlatida yer alan kisilerin islevlerine gore betimlendigi Greimas'in gostergebilimsel yonteminin
kullammimin siirh oldugu gorilmektedir. Ozellikle travmatik konular diye adlandinlan ve cocuklara son
derece ozenli bir dil kullanilarak anlatilmasi gereken gercekei kurgularda, bu yontemle yapilan Turkee
analizlere rastlanmamaktadir. Coztimlemede, yazinsal metindeki esenliksiz atmosfere ragmen savas-baris,
korku-umut, ayrilma-kavusma gibi zithklarin bir arada kullanilmasinin, hikayede iyimser ve umutlu bir
anlatim dilini hakim kildig1 goralmustar. Tercih edilen bu yaklasimin, konunun siddetten uzak ve ¢ocuk
okura uygun bir anlatim sagladig1 sonucuna varilmstir.
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Cocuk kitaplari, cocuga edebi bir zevk verme, okuma aligkanlig1 kazandirma ve
¢ocugun hayal giiclinli zenginlestirmenin yaninda, heniiz hayat tecriibesi kazanmamis
okuruna gercek hayata iliskin bir deneyim de sunar. Giiniimiizde ¢ocuklar, sayisiz
duruma ve olaya medya dolayimi iizerinden erken yaslarda maruz kalmaktadir.
Bu yiizden, ¢ocuklara yonelik igeriklerde asiri korumaci bir yaklagimla olumsuz
durumlarin anlatimindan kag¢inmak yerine, gercek hayatta karsilagabilecekleri
bazi istenmeyen olaylarin ¢ocugun algisina ve yasina uygun olarak konu edilmesi
gerekmektedir. Ayrica, travmatik konularin ¢ocuk hedef kitleye nasil anlatilacagi
hususu da hassasiyetle ele alinmalidir. Bu noktada ¢ocuk yaymlarinda 6ne ¢ikan
en 6nemli kavramlardan biri ¢ocuga goreliktir. Cocuga gorelik kavramindan, bir
¢ocugun biiylime ve gelisme ¢agina, psikolojisine, sozciik ve kavram bilgisine,
algilama diizeyine uygun duyarlilikta bir edebiyat anlasilmalidir. (Sirin, 2000, s. 19)

Cocuk kitaplarinda yer alan ¢ocuklarin algisina ve ¢ocuga gorelik unsurlarina
uygun gerceke¢i mesajlar, onlarin hayatin giicliiklerine karsi dogru ve dengeli bir
bakis agis1 gelistirebilmelerine imkan saglayacaktir. Ustelik bdylesi cocuk igerikleri,
okurlarina travmatik olaylara maruz kalan kisilere yonelik empati ve bunlara iligskin
farkindalik da kazandirabilecektir.

Savas, zorunlu gé¢, miiltecilik gibi olumsuz siireglerin yol actigi insanlik
dis1 durumlarin haber ve goriintiileri, glinimiizde sadece yetiskinlerin degil pek
¢ok cocugun da kolaylikla ulagtigt mecralarda yayimlanmakta ve dolayisiyla
cocuklar siklikla bu gergeklerle yiiz yiize kalmaktadir. Bir diger deyisle ¢ocuklar,
bu gerceklerden, ¢ogu zaman yetiskinlere yonelik yayinlar araciligiyla haberdar
olmaktadir. Bunedenle ¢ocuklari algilayabilecekleri diizeyde, cocuga gore hazirlanan
igerikler biiyiik 6nem tagimaktadir. Boylelikle, ¢ocuk ger¢ekligine ve algisina uygun
bir dille sunulan igerikler, ¢ocuk okurun empati yapmasi kolaylagtirabilecek ve
sansasyonel haber dili ve goriintiilerinin diginda bu yasam gercekleriyle daha dogru
bir bi¢imde karsilagmasi saglanacaktir.

“Yolculuk™ adli ¢ocuk kitabi, toplumumuzun yakindan taniklik ettigi bir gercekligi;
“miiltecilik” konusunu iglemektedir. Kitabin yazari ve illiistratorii Francesca Sanna,
bu hikiyeyi yazma sebebini Italya’da bir miilteci kampinda tanistig1 iki kiiciik kizin
Oykiisiine baglamaktadir. Miiltecilik gibi siddeti, savasi ve dliimii iceren bir konunun,
¢ocuk hedef kitleye gore ve ayni zamanda umut veren bir tarzda anlatimi ¢aligma
acisindan 6nemli bir bulgudur.

Caligmada, bir ¢ocuk kitabinda eyleyenler drnekgesi ve gostergebilimsel dortgenin
de yardimiyla, Greimas’in ¢dzliimleme yonteminin ii¢ ayr diizeyi ele alinarak, anlatinin
derin yapisindaki anlamlara ulagmak amacglanmistir. Hikdyenin Greimas’in eyleyenler
ornekgesi ve gostergebilimsel dortgeni kullanilarak analizinin tercih edilmesinde,
okurun bu semalardan yola cikarak anlami iiretebilecegi ve cocuk okura yonelik
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anlatiminda 6zenli bir dil gerektiren pek cok gergekei konunun da bu semalardaki islev
ve iliskiler g6z 6niinde tutularak islenebilecegi diistincesi etkili olmustur.

Cocuk Kitaplarinda Gergekci Kurgular

Yasadigimiz diinyada gegen gercek olay, mekan ve kisilerle benzerlik gosteren,
okura karakterlerinin basindan gecen olaylarin yaganabilme ihtimalini inandirici bir
sekilde hissettiren eserlere gercekei eserler denir. Gergekgei kurgularda metnin olay
oOrgiisii, karakterin kendi kendisi ile bir baska karakterle, karakterin toplumla ya da
dogayla olan miinasebeti iizerine kuruludur.

Cocuk edebiyatinda ve g¢ocuklara yonelik iceriklerde ozellikle son elli yildan
beri gergek hayatta karsilasilabilecek iiziintli verici ve hatta kimi zaman travmatik
olarak tanimlanan konulara da yer verilmektedir. Bati’da, 6zellikle X VIII. yiizyildan
XX. yiizythn ortalarina kadar ¢ocuk okurun ger¢ek hayatin kétiiciil yanlarnin
yansitilmasindan korunmasi diisiincesi yayginken bu déonemden sonra bahsedilen
diisiince neredeyse tamamen ortadan kalkmistir. 1960-1970’1i yillarda tiim diinyada
etkisini gdsteren insan haklar1 ve dogrultusunda gelisen is¢i, kadin ve azinlik haklari
hareketlerinin basar1 saglamasi ile ¢ogulcu toplum, demokrasi, kendini Gtekinin
yerine koyma gibi kavramlarin edebiyata da yansimasi bu durumun nedeni olarak
kabul edilebilir. Bu yeni anlayis uyarinca, 6zellikle XXI. yiizyilin baglarindan
itibaren, ¢ocugun kotiiliikklerden uzak tutulmasi yerine, kotii olay ve durumlarla
¢ocugu yiizlestirme s6z konusudur (Tifek¢i Can, 2014a, s. 120). Bu baglamda,
cocuk igerikleri, toplumsal yasamin gergekligi ile paralel olarak konu ve karakterler
bakimindan devamli surette degisim gostermektedir. Nitekim sosyal yapinin
farklilasmasiyla birlikte, modern gercekei eserlerde mutsuz ve dengesiz aileler,
bosanma sonucu tek ebeveynli hale gelen aileler, kadin ve erkegin rollerinin degistigi
ve bu rollerin gecmise gore daha ¢ok birbirinin igine gectigi siiregleri deneyimleyen
aileler gibi konular islenebilmektedir (Tiifek¢i Can, 2014b, s. 148).

Cocuk igeriklerinde gercek¢i kurgulardan soz ettigimizde hassas bir sekilde
islenmesi gereken konularin en nemlilerinden biri liimdiir. Oliimiin ana temay1
olusturdugu ¢ocuk kitaplar1 XX. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu konu
daha ¢ok dolayli bir anlatim igerisinde, metinde genellikle kaza sonucu, yaslt veya
hasta birisinin 6liimii veya bir hayvanin 6liimii tizerinden ele alinir (Aytekin, 2008, s.
92). Oliim anlatimlarinda, dncelikle dliimiin insan ve yasam ger¢ekliginin bir parcasi
oldugunu vurgulamaya ve bunun yani sira melankolik ve karamsar bir dilden uzak
durmaya azami bir dikkat gosterilmelidir (Sen, 2016, s. 16). Kisaca diger travmatik
konular gibi 6liim de yasam ve ¢ocukluk gercekliklerine uygun bir 6zenle islenmeli,
yazinsal metinler ¢gocuklarin duygularinin istismarina kesinlikle yol agmamalidur.
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Cocuk, ebeveynlerin anlatmakta ve agiklamakta zorlandiklari konularin cevaplarini
okudugu kitaplarda bulduk¢a kendini daha rahat hissetmeye basladigi gibi 6liim
olgusu karsisinda korkular1 azaldigindan hayatin anlamini da daha iyi kavramaya ve
bu ugurda diislinceler gelistirmeye yonelir. Boylelikle 6liimil kabullenirken yagam
tezini canli tutmay1 da benimseyerek igsellestirir (Aytekin, 2008, s. 91). Dolayisiyla
ozellikle gercekei konularin, ¢ocuk okurun algi diizeyine gére ve yasamla bagini
gliclil tutacak bir dille anlatim1 tercih edilmelidir.

Edebiyatin duygulart m1 ger¢ekligi mi islemesi gerektigi diisiincesinden, edebiyatin
toplumsallik ve bilgi verme islevlerinin de etkisiyle bugiin gelinen noktada,
gercek hayattan yola ¢ikilan konulardaki cesitliligi, 6rnegin edebiyat-goe iliskisini
yorumlamak miimkiindiir (Akgiin, 2015, s. 70). iki biiyiik savagin ardindan diinyada
yasanan sosyal degisim, ¢ocuk kitaplarinin kahramanlarina da yansimistir. Bireysellik
ve Ozgiirliik kavramlarinin giinden giine 6nem kazandig1 ve savaglarin neden oldugu
goclerin farkliliklarla dolu bir diinya yarattig: siirecin, edebiyata yansimasi ile Afrika,
Ispanyol, Asya kokenli cocuk karakterler kitaplarda yer almaya baslamis ve bdylece
¢ocuk edebiyatina bir gogmen ¢ocuk tipi dahil olmustur (Ural, 2006, s. 899).

“Tiirk Cocuk Edebiyatinda Gog Olgusu” adli makalesinde Yakar, ¢ocuk edebiyati
kapsamindaki eserlerde gd¢ olgusunu inceleyen caligma sayisinin oldukca sinirli
olduguna deginmistir. Ozellikle son yillarda Suriye’deki savas nedeniyle Tiirkiye’ye
yogun bir go¢men akini olmasina ragmen, bu durumun ¢ocuk edebiyatina yansimasiyla
ilgili herhangi bir calismanin bulunmadigini da belirtmistir. Bu baglamda, Suriye’den
gd¢ eden ailelerin ve ¢ocuklarinin yasadiklarimin ne sekilde anlatildigini, konuyla
ilgili yazilmis sinirli sayidaki 6rneklerden olan “Juju® ve “Umut Sokagi Cocuklar1”
adli ¢cocuk kitaplar1 ekseninde incelemistir (Yakar, 2017, s. 344).

Cocuk kitaplarinda savas, 6lim, go¢, miiltecilik ve benzeri travmatik konularin
ele alinmas1 anne ve babalar tarafindan endise verici bulunabilmektedir. Ote yandan
gliniimiizde hemen her tiirlii icerige bilingli ya da bilingsiz olarak neredeyse yetiskinler
kadar maruz birakilan ¢ocuklarin, olumsuz olaylardan tamamen uzak kurgulanmis
metinleri gergekei ve inandirict bulmayacagi da ortadadir. Buna istinaden ¢ocuklarin
her giin yiiz yiize kaldiklar1 temel sorunlara ¢6ziim onerebilen, hayatin gergeklerine
dokunan ve bazi konularda farkindalik kazandirmay1 amaglayan kitaplarin, gocuklarin
gercek ihtiyaglarina hitap edebilecegi diistiniilmelidir.

Greimas ve Gostergebilim

Gostergebilim, XX. yiizyilin baslarinda Isvigreli dilbilimci Saussure’iin ve
Amerikali felsefeci Peirce’lin yaptiklar1 ¢alismalarla gelismistir. Yontem, Saussure
ve Peirce’den sonra dilbilimi de i¢ine alacak sekilde bir iist bilim olarak gelismesini
stirdiirmiistiir. Gostergebilimle ilgili ¢alismalar yapan diger kuramcilara kiyasla
Greimas daha farkli bir yerde durmaktadir.
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Greimas gostergebilimi, anlamli biitiinlere 6zgli anlamsal ayriliklari, anlamsal
eklemlenigi, anlamin iiretilisini (anlamlama) bir iistdil araciligtyla yeniden iireterek
aciklamay1 amagclar. Bu amacla salt bildirisim dizgelerini ya da gostergeleri degil,
anlamli biitiinleri (anlamlama dizgeleri) ele alir (Rifat, 1990, s. 122). A. J. Greimas’a
gore, bir soylem, temelden ylizeye dogru gelen ii¢ ana katmanda gerceklesir ve
anlam, sdylemin degisik 6gelerinin eklemlenmesiyle derin yapilardan baglayarak
yiizey yapilarla birleserek olugmaktadir (Kiran ve Kiran, 2011, s. 183).

Greimas’in olusumunu ortaya koydugu sdylem kavraminda bahsedilen {i¢ ana
katman ise kisaca soyle agiklanabilir (Sivri ve Orkiin, 2014, s. 19-20):

Betisel (soylemsel) diizey. //k okunusta farkedilebilecek temel bilesenlerin hangi
nitelemelerle sdylemlestirildikleri sorgulanarak, anlatidaki kisiler, zaman ve uzam
temel islevleriyle agiga ¢ikarilir.

Anlatisal diizey. Bu diizeyde eyleyenler ve eyleyenlerin anlatida yerine getirdikleri
islevleri tizerinde durulur. Propp “Masalin Bi¢imbilimi” adini1 verdigi kitabinda yedi
tiir eyleyen oldugu sonucuna varmissa da, Greimas bunu alt1 eyleyene indirgemistir:

1. Gonderen: Bir anlatida 6zneyi nesneye dogru yonlendirerek, onun harekete
geegmesini saglayan eyleyendir.

2. Gonderilen: Gonderilene gonderenin muhatabi da denebilir.

3. Ozne: Anlatimin en énemli eyleyenidir, anlatimin merkezinde yer alir.

4. Nesne: Oznenin aradig1 ya da ulasmaya calistig1 eyleyendir.

5. Yardimei: Oznenin nesnesine ulasma ¢abasinda yardim eden eyleyendir.
6. Engelleyici: Oznenin nesnesine ulasma ¢abasina engel olan eyleyendir.

Anlatinin bu diizeyinde anlat1 izlencesinden s6z etmek gereklidir. Anlat1 izlencesi,
yazinsal gostergebilimde, anlatinin genel dokusunu ortaya koyarak eyleyenleri
eylemlerine gore tanimlamakta kullanilmaktadir (Giinay, 2002, s. 126).

Bir anlat1 izlencesi eyletim, eding, edim ve yaptirim olmak iizere dort evreden
olusur. Eyletim evresinde eyletici bir 6zne “yaptirmak” kipligi ile muhtemel 6znenin
bir eylemi yapmasini ister veya emreder. Eding evresinde 6zne edim i¢in gerekli
sartlar1 saglar veya gerekli malzemeleri edinir. Bu evrede “glicii yetmek”, “bilmek”,
“yapabilmek” kiplikleri belirgindir. Edim asamasi “yapmak” kipliginin egemen
oldugu ve 6znenin eylemini gerceklestirdigi evredir. Yaptirim evresinde ise gonderici,
Oznenin eylemini degerlendirir ve buna gore anlati ceza ya da édiille sonuglanmug
olur (Ugan, 2016, s. 115-116).
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izleksel diizey (Mantiksal-Anlamsal diizey). Bu diizey anlamlamanin en derin
ve soyut ylizeyidir.

Buasamada, gerek betisel gerekse anlatisal diizeyde meydana ¢ikarilan durumlarin,
doniisiimlerin, nesnelerin, uzamlarin ve eyleyenlerin gosterdikleri disinda, gostermek
istedikleri agisindan ele alinir. Incelenen biitiincedeki anlam tastyict dgeler arasindaki
degisik tiirden iliskilerin agiga vurulmasi s6z konusudur. Derin yapidaki ¢6ziimleme,
bicimsel ya da belirim diizlemindeki ¢oziimleme degil, dogrudan igerik diizeyinde
yapilan bir ¢oziimlemedir. Bir biitlincedeki goriinen ya da gorlinmeyen, birbiriyle
iligkili anlambirimciklerin iligkilerinin ortaya konmasi ile anlam belirgin héle
getirilebilecektir (Giinay, 2008, s. 19). Izleksel diizeyde, simgesel 6geler iliskilerin
kesisme noktalarini isaret ederken bu noktalar arasindaki islemler de iliskilerin
dogmasina neden olur. Coziimlemeyi matematiksellestirmek i¢in gostergebilimsel
dortgen gibi gorsel ¢izimler ve bigimsel dil kullanilir (Rifat, 1982, s. 18—19).

Yolculuk Kitabinin Gostergebilimsel Coziimlemesi

Yayinevi Taze Kitap tarafindan 5+ yas i¢in uygun oldugu belirtilen kitap, toplam
32 sayfadir. Kitap, 28x21 c¢cm boyutunda ve kapagi i¢in sert cilt tercih edilerek
yayimlanmistir (Paksu, 2017).

Kitabin 6n kapagy, i¢ resimlemelerden bir kolajla hazirlanmistir. Kapak gorselinde
kiz ve erkek ¢ocuk karakterler, Kolaj ¢alismasinin merkezinde, list iiste yigilmis
bavul ve ¢antalarin iizerinde oturur vaziyette saskin ya da endiseli olduklarini1 ima
eden bir yiiz ifadesiyle konumlandirilmigtir. Cocuklarin anneleri ise gorselin sag alt
kosesinde goriinmekte, kitabin adina bir gondermeyle yolculuk i¢in kararli ancak
kaygili bir durusla esya hazirlamakta; bir bavula kitap yerlestirmektedir. Kapak
resminin en tistiinde, yani “Yolculuk™ adinin hemen altinda ise biri kizgin ve buyurgan
goriinlime sahip iiniformali bir resmi gorevli tasviriyle digeri ise golge seklinde
sinsi ve kotii kisilikli hissi veren iki karakter gbze carpmaktadir. Kapak gorselinde
i¢c resimlemelerde yer alan ve yolculugun cesitli asamalar: ile hikdyenin hareketli
atmosferine gonderme yapan araba, tren ve tekne gibi araclar fark edilmektedir.
Hikayenin 6zellikle sonucuyla iliskili Gnemli bir figiir olan kuslar, kitabin kapaginda
da anlami tamamlayic1 bir simge olarak mevcuttur.

Kitabin tamaminda resimlerin c¢ergevesiz ve pastel renklerle kullanildig
gorlilmektedir. Greimas’in  gostergebilimsel ¢oziimleme yontemi, ¢aligmada
“Yolculuk” adli resimli ¢ocuk kitabinin yalnizca yazinsal metnine uygulanacak,
metnin yiizeysel ve derinlemesine analizi yapilacaktir. Metnin ylizeysel diizeyi;
betisel (soylemsel) ve anlatisal analiz ile ele alimirken derin diizeyi ise mantiksal
anlamsal analiz ile agi8a ¢ikarilacaktir.
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7 Francesca Sanna

Resim 1. “Yolculuk” adl1 kitabin kapak gorseli.

Yiizeysel Diizey

Betisel (Soylemsel) diizey. Betisel diizeyde anlatidaki kisiler, zaman ve uzam
temel iglevleriyle ortaya konarak, anlatida ilk okunusta fark edilen temel bilesenlerin
hangi nitelemelerle izleklestirildikleri belirtilir (Sivri ve Orkiin, 2014, s. 19).

“Yolculuk™ adl1 kitabin son sayfasinda ““Yazarin Notu” baglikli boliimde belirtildigine
gore yazar, farkh iilkelerden pek ¢ok kisinin go¢ hikdyesini dinlemis, Italya’da bir
miilteci kampinda tanmistig iki kiiciik kizin Oykiisii ise bu kitab1 yazmasma sebep
olmustur. Buradan hareketle, yazarin gercek hikayelerden esinlenerek gercekei bir
kurgu olusturdugu anlasilmaktadir. Anlatici ile hikayenin baskahramani ayni kisidir.
Dolayisiyla hikdyede, olay1 yasamis, olaya bizzat sahit olmus bir anlatict bulunmaktadir.
Nitekim birinci tekil ve birinci ¢ogul sahis anlatimi metne hakimdir. Cocuk anlatici,
genel itibariyla annesi ve kardesini de dahil ederek biz dilini, bazi climlelerde ise ben
dilini kullanmustir. S6zcenin 6znesi de gocuk karakterdir. Her ne kadar hikayede kiz ve
erkek kardeslerden hangisinin ana karakter oldugu belirtilmemisse de, kitabin gorselleri
anlatici ve ana karakterin erkek ¢ocuk oldugunu sezdirmektedir.
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Cocuk 0Ozne, hikdyenin basinda istememesine ragmen, hayatta kalmak amaciyla
yasadiklari giivensiz ortamdan ayrilarak giivenli bir yuva arayigina yonelir. Giivenli bir yer
arayist siirecinde tehlikelerden korkar, kacar, saklanir, endise duyar ve pek ¢ok sagkmlik
yasar. Cocuk Oznenin hikdye boyunca korkak, kararsiz ve endiseli durumuna ragmen
annenin cesur, kararli ve hayata bagl olusu bir karsithigi simgelemektedir. Hikayenin
onuncu kesitinde cocuk dzne, “Annem hala birlikte oldugumuz i¢in ¢ok sanslt oldugumuzu
soyledi.” ciimlesini kullanir. Anlatiya gore, insanin sevdikleri ve ailesiyle birlikteligi
giivende olmayi ve umudu isaret etmektedir. Savasin getirdigi karanlik ve kargasanin
karsisinda barigt aydinlik ve umut; kisaca ailenin bir arada olmasi sembolize etmektedir.

Anne, hikdyede yolculuk kararmi vererek ¢ocuklari ikna eden ve akabindeki
kacis siirecinde etkin rol oynayan diger ana karakterdir. Kardes, baba, annenin
arkadasi, muhafizlar, sinirt gegiren adam ve teknedeki insanlar ise yan karakterlerdir.
Cocuk anlatici, giiven iginde yasadigi iilkesinden ve evinden savas nedeniyle
baska bir iilkeye/uzama kagmak zorundadir. Anne ise, hayatta kalabilmek icin
bir bagka iilkeye kagma mecburiyetinden dogan yolculugu, ¢ocuklarina “miithis
bir macera” olarak nitelendirir ve ¢ocuklarina giiven vermeye calisir. Cocuklar
kendi iilkelerinden ayrilmay1 hig¢ istemedikleri halde, anne ¢ocuklarina gidecekleri
iilkenin ormanlarinin ve hayvanlarinin fotograflarin1 gosterip, orada korkmadan
yasayabileceklerini anlatarak onlar1 bu yolculuga ikna eder. Boylece baslayan kagis
siireci, yazar tarafindan bir yolculuk olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Anne ve ¢ocuklarin
cesitli tagitlar degistirerek ve gizlenerek korkuyla sinira ilerleyisleri sirasinda ¢ocuk
0zne, annelerinin hi¢ korkmadigini diisiiniir. Oysa hikayenin altinci kesitinde,
“Ormann derinliklerinde karanligin iginde etraftan gelen seslerden ¢ok korkuyordum.
Ama annem bizimle beraberdi ve azicik bile korkmus gériinmiiyordu.” anlatimini
tamamlayan gorselde okura, annenin korkmuyor gibi davranmakla beraber ¢ocuklar:
uyuduktan sonra agladig1 yansitilmaktadir. Buna gore, ¢ocuklaria korktugunu belli
etmemeye calisan, mecburen gergeklestirilen hayatta kalma miicadelesini miithis bir
maceraya benzeten annenin izleksel rolii, cocuklar1 igin giiclii ve cesur goriinmek/
olmak mecburiyetindeki bir kadin roliidiir. Anlasildig1 iizere hikaye, anne ile iki
¢ocugunun hayatta kalmak i¢in biiylik bir korku ve endise icinde sinirdan gegisi
ile sonrasindaki tehlikeli deniz ve kara yolculugunu da igceren bir olay 6rgiisiinden
olugmaktadir. Bu siirecte babalarini savagta kaybeden cocuklarin anneleri, giiglii,
hayata bagli ve umudunu kaybetmeyen bir karakterdir. Bir diger ifadeyle, hikaye,
¢ocuk Oznenin, gecmiste giiven iginde yasadigi bir uzamdan bilmedigi bir uzama
kagisini ve zorunlu yolculugunu, anne karakterin giiglii iradesi, cesareti ve umudu
yardimiyla basarmasini konu edinmistir.

Hikayenin dil kullanimi olduk¢a sadedir; kisa climleler ve kimi benzetmelerle
edebi dil olusturulmustur. Hikayenin anlaticisinin ¢ocuk oldugu dikkate alindiginda,
buna uygun ve gercekei bir dil kullanildig: farkedilmektedir.
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Zaman kullaniminda, olaylarin baglangici olarak ilk kesitte; “Ciinkii gegen yil ¢ok
acayip seyler oldu, hayatimiz sonsuza kadar degisti.” cimlesiyle anlati zamanindan
bir yil dncesi betimlenmistir. Bunun yam sira hikayede bir giin, o giinden sonra,
ertesi giin, giinler boyunca, yol boyunca, birkag giin ve gece daha ifadeleriyle anlati
zamani ortaya konmustur. Hikdye boyunca karakterler dnce bir binek arag, sonra esya
tasimak icin kullanilan iki farkl arag, bisiklet, tekne ve tren ile yolculuk yaparlar. Bu
tagitlarin olugturdugu sozliikbirimleri “yolculuk™ ile yerdeslik olusturmaktadir.

Uzam anlatida 6nemli bir isleve sahiptir ve bu hikaye, uzam degistirme ekseni
iizerine kurulmustur. Bu ¢er¢cevede kahramanlarin uzam degistirmesi, anlatida stirekli
farkl bir tasita gizlenerek kagmalari seklinde verilmekte, yolculuk boyunca degisen
tagitlar hikayenin ritmini yiikseltmektedir. Hikdye genel itibartyla acik uzamda
gegmektedir. A¢ik uzam hikayede, bir ¢esit yersiz yurtsuzluk, yalnizlik ayn1 zamanda
giivensizlik simgesi olarak kullanilmaktadir. Olay oOrgiisii bir yolculuk {izerine
kuruldugu i¢in uzamin sik sik degistigi fark edilmektedir. Bu uzam degistirmeler,
her sayfada degisen cesitli tasitlarla belirtilerek hikayeye dinamizm katmakta, okura
yolculugun gesitli asamalarini gostermektedir.

Savas ve onun yarattigi ortam, “korkung seyler” ifadesiyle nitelenirken savasin
etkisi, “Cok ge¢meden cevremizde kargasadan baska bir sey goremez olduk.” ve
“Sanki diinyanin biitiin 1s1klarin séndiiriiyorlardi.” benzetmesi ile anlatilmaktadir.
Bu durumda savagin karsiti olan barigin simgesi diizen ve aydinlik olarak belirtilebilir.

Bu baglamda anlatidaki genel karsitliklar:

Oliim/yasam, giivenli/giivensiz, korku/cesaret, karanlik/aydimlik, umut/umutsuzluk,
savag/baris olarak tespit edilebilir.

Anlati, cocuk 6znenin “kuglarin da giivenli bir yuva bulmak icin gog ettikleri
ama hi¢ sinir ge¢mek zorunda olmadiklar:” ifadesiyle son bulmaktadir. iki kiiciik
¢ocugun babalarin1 kaybettikleri bir savagtan, anneleri ile ozgiirliige ve giivenle
yasayabilecekleri bir {ilkeye kagislarin1 konu alan bu ¢ocuk kitabi, bdylesi travmatik
bir konuyu ¢ocuk okurda olumsuz bir etki uyandirabilecek sozciikk ve resimler
kullanmadan anlatmaktadir.

Anlatisal diizey. Coziimlemenin bu diizeyinde, eyleyenler semasi ve anlati izlencesi
gerceklestirilerek anlatimin igleyis bi¢imi ortaya konur (Giinay, 2002, s. 188).

Inceledigimiz hikdyeyi uzamsal (burasi/oras1), siiremsel (6nce/sonra), eyleyensel
(ben/o) ve duyumsal (esenlikli/esenliksiz) ayrimlari dikkate alarak kesitlerine
ayiracagiz. Buna gore:

1. Kesit. Annem, babam, ben ve kardesim denize ¢ok yakin bir sehirde yasiyoruz.
Yaz aylarinda hafta sonu tatillerimizi hep kumsalda gegiririz. Yani gegirirdik...
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2. Kesit. Artik kumsala hi¢ gitmiyoruz. Ciinkii gecen yil ¢ok acayip seyler oldu.
Hayatimiz sonsuza kadar degisti. Ne mi oldu? Savas basladi. Her giin etrafimizda
korkung seyler olmaya basladi. Cok gegmeden ¢evremizde kargasadan baska bir sey
goremez olduk. Sanki diinyanin biitiin 1s1klarini sondiiriiyorlardi.

3. Kesit. Ve bir giin savas babami aldi. O giinden sonra etrafimizdaki karanlik daha
da biiyilidii ve annemin endiseleri daha da artti.

4. Kesit. Ertesi giin annemin bir arkadasi ona insanlarin ¢ogunun sehri terk ettigini
anlatti. Bagka bir lilkeye kagmaya ¢alisiyorlarmis. Cok uzaklarda yiiksek daglari olan
bir iilkeye...

“Nasil bir yer?” diye sorduk anneme. “Giivenli bir yer” dedi annem. “Peki orasi
nerede?” diye sorduk bu sefer. Bir kitaptan degisik sehirlerin fotograflarini gosterdi
annem. Oradaki ilging ormanlari, hayvanlar1 anlatti tek tek. Sonra i¢ ¢ekerek soyle
dedi: “Oraya gidecegiz ve artik korkmadan yasayabilecegiz.”

Hig gitmek istemiyorduk ama annem bunun miithis bir macera olacagim séyleyip
duruyordu. Sahip oldugumuz her seyi bavullara koyduk ve tanidigimiz herkese veda ettik.

5. Kesit. Gorillmemek igin gece yola c¢iktik... ve giinler boyunca gittik.
Uzaklastik¢a... daha fazlasimi arkamizda birakiyorduk. Sonunda sinira ulastik.
Oniimiizde kocaman bir duvar vardi ve onu tirmanip gegmemiz gerekiyordu.

6. Kesit. Ama HAYIR! “Sinir1 ge¢cme izniniz yok. Geri doniin!” diye bagird1 6fkeli
muhafiz. Gidecek hicbir yerimiz yoktu. Ustelik ¢ok ama ¢ok yorgunduk. Ormanin
derinliklerinde, karanligin ig¢inde etraftan gelen seslerden ¢ok korkuyordum. Ama
annem bizimle beraberdi ve azicik bile korkmus goriinmiiyordu. Gégsiine yaslanip
gdzlerimizi kapattik ve sonunda uyuyakaldik.

7. Kesit. Ofkeli bagirislara uyandik. Muhafizlar bagira ¢agira bizi ariyorlards.
Saklanmaliydik! Cabuk! Bu taraftan diye fisildadi annem. lyice uzaklasana kadar
durmadan kostuk.

8. Kesit. Sonra birden daha 6nce hi¢ gérmedigimiz bir adamla karsilastik. Annem
adama biraz para verdi. Adam bizi siirin diger tarafina gecirdi. Cok karanlikti.
Kimse bizi gérmemisti.

Yolculugumuz heniiz bitmedi dedi annem. Oniimiizde biiyiik bir deniz vardi. Gz
alabildigince uzanan kocaman bir deniz... Bu denizi gegmemiz gerekiyordu.

9. Kesit. Ama bunu nasil yapacaktik ki?

Bir siirli tanimadigimiz insanla beraber kiigiiciik bir tekneye bindik. Sikis tikig
oturuyorduk ve her giin yagmur yagiyordu. Yol boyunca teknedekilerle birbirimize
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masallar anlattik. Oyle perili prensesli masal degildi ama. .. Denizin altinda saklanan
ve teknemiz ters dondiigiinde bizi yemeyi bekleyen korkung ve tehlikeli canavarlar
vardi bu masallarda.

Dalgalar biiylidiik¢e teknemiz daha ¢ok sarsiliyor hi¢ durmadan sallaniyordu.
Sanki deniz hi¢ bitmeyecekmis gibiydi. Bu sefer birbirimize bagka masallar anlatmaya
basladik. Gitmeye calistigimiz iilkenin yemyesil ormanlarindaki dans eden iyilik
perileri vardi masallarimizda. Bu giizel periler lilkemizdeki savasi bitirecek tilsimlar
vereceklerdi bize.

10. Kesit. O giin glines dogarken giinler sonra ilk defa karay1 gordiik. Teknemiz
sallana sallana kiytya dogru yanasti. Annem hala birlikte oldugumuz i¢in ¢ok sansli
oldugumuzu soyledi. “Burasi o glivende olacagimizi sdyledigin yer mi?” diye sorduk
kardesimle beraber. “Cok yaklastik.” dedi annem yorgun bir sekilde giilimseyerek.

11. Kesit. Birkag giin ve gece daha yolculugumuza devam ettik. Bir¢ok sinir gegtik.
Trenden bagimi uzatip gdkyiiziinde bizi takip ediyormus gibi u¢an kuslara baktim...

Kuslar da ayni bizim gibi go¢ ediyorlardi. Onlarin yolculugu da ¢ok uzundu ama
hi¢ sinir gegmek zorunda degillerdi. Belki, bir giin, ayni bu kuslar gibi, biz de yeni bir
yuva buluruz. Hikdyemize bastan baslayabilecegimiz giivenli bir yuva...

Metni kesitlerine ayirdiktan sonra hikayenin genel anlat1 izlencesini belirlemek
gerekmektedir.

Sozcenin dznesi ve anlatici, savag nedeniyle giivensiz bir hal alan iilkesinden
ayrilmak zorunda kalan ¢ocuk karakter olarak goriilmektedir. Dolayisiyla 6znenin
ulagsmak istedigi nesne, giivenle ve korkmadan yasayabilecegi bir iilke/yuva
olmaktadir. Anlat1 izlencesinin gondereni annedir. Cocuklarini savasin etkilerinden
korumak isteyen anne, onlar1 gilivenle, korkmadan yasayabilecekleri bir iilkeye
yolculuk yapmaya ikna eder. Yardimci eyleyen, yine gocuk karakterleri yolculuk
boyunca koruyan, kollayan anneleridir. Yolculukta sinir1 gegmelerine kadarki siirede
cesitli kara tagitlari, sinir1 gegmelerinin ardindan baglayan deniz yolculugunda tekne,
son olarak da tren, yardimci eyleyen sayilabilir. Yine, siniri para karsiligt gegiren
adam da bir diger yardimci eyleyen kabul edilebilir.. Engelleyici, cocugun yolculuk
boyunca duydugu korku, yoldaki tehlikeler ile muhafizlardir. Gonderilen ise yolculuk
siirecinde birlikte olan ve ayni nesneye ulagsmaya calisan ¢ocuklar yani kiz ve erkek
iki kardes ile anneleridir.

Anlati izlencesinin eyleyenleri asagidaki gibidir:
Ozne: Cocuk

Nesne: Glivenle yasanacak bir yer
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Gonderen: Anne

Gonderilen: Cocuklar ile anneleri

Yardimci: Anne, ulagim araglari, umut, siir1 gegiren adam
Engelleyici: Muhafizlar, korku, yoldaki tehlikeler

Buna gore anlatinin eyleyenler 6rnekgesini ise su sekilde olusturabiliriz:

Sema 1.
(anne) (giivenle yasanacak bir yer) (¢ocuklar ile anneleri)
Gonderen » Nesne » Gonderilen
A
Yardimci1 » Ozne » Engelleyici
(anne, ulagim araglar1, umut) (¢ocuk) (korku, muhafizlar)

Baslangi¢c. Cocugun gegmiste ailece yasadiklart mutlu ve giivenli bir yaz hafta
sonu tatilini betimlemesiyle anlat1 izlencesi baglamaktadir. Ozne nesnesiyle baslangig
durumunda birlikte yani baglagim durumundadir.

Eyletim. 2. kesitte “Ne mi oldu? Savas basladi...” ifadeleriyle baslayip 5. kesite
kadar devam eden kisimda gonderen asamasi yani 6zneyi bir nesneye zorlayan giic
ortaya konmaktadir. Bu asamada yaptirmak kipligi egemen olup; 6zne nesnesine
ulastiracak yolculuk i¢in gonderen ile sdzlesme yapar.

Eding. Cocuk, tilkesinde ¢ikan savasin getirdigi ortamda babasinin da 6lmesinden
sonrauzam degistirmek zorundadir. Cocuk 6zne ile nesnesi yani giivenli bir tilke arasinda
bir ayrigiklik durumu bulunmaktadir. Bu asamada anne, ¢ocuklari bu yolculuga ikna
eder; esyalarini hazirlayip tiim tamidiklarina veda ederek gerekli hazirliklar yaparlar,
cesaretlerini toplayarak yolculuga hazir hale gelirler. 4. kesit bu asamanin ifadesi olup,
giicii yetmek, yapabilmek kiplikleri bu asamada gozlenmektedir.

Edim. 5. kesitle birlikte baslayan kacis yani yolculuk, edim asamasmnin
baslangicidir. Bu agamada yapmak kipligi metne egemendir.

Yaptirim. 10. kesitle birlikte yolculugun siirdiigii, tamamlanmadigi ama ailenin
hala bir arada olmasimin biiylik bir sans oldugu ifadesiyle okura 6znenin farkina
vardig1 6diil sezdirilmektedir. Ote yandan, hikdyenin acik uclu bir son ile bitirilmesi,
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Oznenin nesnesine ulagip ulasmadigini belirsiz birakmakta ve dolayisiyla 6znenin
nesnesiyle ayrisim durumu siirmektedir.

Baslangi¢c durumunda O V N yani ¢ocuk &zne nesnesi olan giivenli bir yuva ile
baglasim durumundayken 6zne hikdyede, O A N durumuna déniismekte ve ¢ocuk
Oznenin giivenli yuva arayisinin sonug kisminda da stirdiigii belirtilmektedir. Bunun
yani sira, kesin bir sonu¢ kurgulanmayarak 6znenin nesnesine ulasip ulagmadigi
okura birakilmaktadir.

Eyleyenler 6rnekgesi eyleyenler arasindaki eksenlerle birlikte soyledir:

Sema 2.
fletisim Ekseni
(anne) (glivenle yasanacak bir yer) (¢ocuklar ile anneleri)
Gonderen » Nesne » Gonderilen
A

Istek

Ekseni
Yardime1 » Ozne » Engelleyici
Yardim Ekseni (¢ocuk) Miicadele Ekseni
(anne, ulagim araglar1, umut) (korku, muhafizlar)

Anlatinin baginda nesnesiyle beraber olan 6zne, savagin baglamasiyla nesnesinden
ayrn diiser. Bu nedenle istek ekseni ilizerinde, cocugun anne ve kardesleri ile birlikte
giivenli bir yuva nesnesine ulagma istegi bulunmaktadir. Baslangicta 6zne, giiven
icinde bir yuvaya sahip oldugundan anlatida baglasimsal durum sozcesi O V N
hakimdir. Savasin baglamasiyla 6zne, nesnesiyle ayrisim iliskisi O A N igine girer.

Gonderici, 6zneyi eyleme gegiren ve ondan daha gii¢lii bir eyleyendir. Bununla
birlikte gonderici her zaman somut Ozellikler tagiyan bir kahraman ya da insan
olmayabilir (Kiran ve Kiran, 2011, s. 281). Iletisim ekseninde gonderici konumundaki
anne, ¢ocuklarini giivenli bir yuva arayist i¢in ikna ederek eyleme gegirecek ve
gonderilen (alict) olarak yine anne ve cocuklart bu eylemden yarar saglayacaktir.
Anlatida nesneye ulasip ulasmama agik uglu bir son tercih edilerek kesin olarak
belirtilmediginden, bir édiillendirme olup olmadigi da belirsizdir. Anlatida, ¢ocuklar
ve annelerinin hala birlikte olmalarini kendilerinin asil sans1 kabul etmekle yasadiklari
farkindalik ve tiim tehlikelere karsin hayatta kalmayi basarmalar1 bir 6diil gibi
degerlendirilebilir. Yardimci ile 6zne arasinda yardim ekseni ve 6zne ile engelleyici
arasinda ise miicadele ekseni bulunmaktadir. Yardimci ile engelleyici arasindaki
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gii¢/iktidar eksenine gore ¢cocuk 6zne ve ailesi giivenli bir yuva arayisinda yardimei
eyleyenlerin yardimint alir. Yani tagitlar, sinirt gegiren adam, umut gibi yardimcilarla
O0zneyi engelleyen korku, muhafizlar, tehlikeler arasinda bir gii¢/iktidar ekseni
mevcuttur. Yardimci eyleyen de engelleyici eyleyen de somut ve soyut oyuncular
tarafindan birlikte temsil edilmektedir.

Derin Diizey

Mantiksal-Anlamsal analiz. Bu diizey, metnin en derin diizeyini ifade eder
ve ¢Oziimlemenin de son asamasini olusturur. Karsitlik, icerme ve ¢eliskin olma
durumlarnt bu diizeyde, tim kavramsal zitliklari zorunlu kilan iliskilerin gorsel
bicimde yeniden sunumu olan (Kiran ve Kiran, 2010, s. 328) gostergebilimsel
dortgen yardimiyla gosterilir.

Anlama, birbiriyle iliskili bagintilar izerinden ulagildig1 gibi birbirleriyle ¢eliskili
ve karsit bagintilardan da ulagilabilir. Bagintilar, gostergebilimsel dortgen {izerinde
kolayca gosterilebilir ve yorumlanabilir (Cakir, 2015, s. 9).

Sema 3.
Gilivenli Glivensiz, tehlikeli
bir yuva bir yer
Al A2
A A
Y Y
A2 Al
Giivensiz, tehlikeli Giivenli bir
bir yer olmayan yer olmayan

Bu gostergebilimsel dortgene gore:
Giivenli bir yer ile giivensiz, tehlikeli bir yer (A1 ve A2) arasinda karsitlik,

Giivensiz, tehlikeli bir yer olmayan ile Giivenli bir yer olmayan (A 2 ve A 1)
arasinda karsitlik,

Giivenli bir yer ile Giivensiz, tehlikeli bir yer olmayan (Al ve A 2) arasinda igerme,

Giivenli bir yer ile Giivenli bir yer olmayan (A1l ve A 1) arasinda ¢eliskinlik,
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Giivensiz, tehlikeli bir yer ile Giivensiz, tehlikeli bir yer olmayan (A2 ve A 2)
arasinda geliskinlik,

Giivensiz, tehlikeli bir yer ile Giivenli bir yer olmayan ( A2 ve A 1) arasinda
igerme vardir.

Anlatinin gostergebilimsel dortgen olarak bir baska sekilde gosterilisi ise soyledir:

Sema 4.
Givenli Giivenli bir yuva
bir yuva olmayan
Al A2
A A
Y \ 4
A2 Al
Umut Umut
olmayan

Gostergebilimsel dortgene gore:

Giivenli bir yuva ile giivenli bir yuva olmayan (A1 ve A2) arasinda karsitlik,
Umut ile Umut olmayan (A 2 ve A 1) arasinda karsitlik

Giivenli bir yuva ile Umut (A1l ve A 2) arasinda igerme,

Giivenli bir yuva ile Umut olmayan (A1 ve A 1) arasinda geliskinlik,

Giivenli bir yuva olmayan ile Umut (A2 ve A 2) arasinda ¢eliskinlik,

Giivenli bir yuva olmayan ile Umut olmayan (A2 ve A 1) arasinda igerme vardir.

Glivenli bir yuva arayis1 i¢in yapilan korku, tehlike ayn1 zamanda cesaret ve umut
dolu zorunlu bir yolculugu anlatan hikaye, ilk kesitte savastan dnce ¢ocuk ve ailesinin
esenlikli bir hayatinin oldugunu gosteren bir anlatim ile baglamaktadir:

“Annem babam ben ve kardesim denize ¢ok yakin bir sehirde yasiyoruz. Yaz
aylarmmda hafta sonu tatillerimizi hep kumsalda gegiririz. Yani gegirirdik...”
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Birinci kesitin ikinci climlesinde kullanilan “geg¢iririz” fiilinin, ti¢iincii climlede
geemis zaman ile “gecirirdik” seklindeki degisimi, okura hikayenin devaminda bir
seylerin olumsuz anlamda degisecegini isaret etmektedir.

Ikinci kesitte bir ¢ocuk goziinden savasin baslamasinin ve savas ortammin nasil
algilanip tanimlandigina iligkin ifadeler bulunmaktadir:

“Artik kumsala hi¢ gitmiyoruz. Ciinkii gegen yil ¢cok acayip seyler oldu. Hayatimiz
sonuna kadar degisti. Ne mi oldu? Savas basladi. Her giin etrafimizda korkung seyler
olmaya basladi. Cok gecmeden ¢evremizde kargasadan baska bir sey goremez olduk.
Sanki diinyamn biitiin 1siklarint sondiiriiyorlard:”. 11k kesitte, okurda olusturulan
kahramanin hayatinda bir seylerin degisecegi izlenimine, bu kesitte “Hayatimiz
sonsuza kadar degisti” ciimlesiyle agiklik getirilmektedir. Buna gore kesitte yer

alan “acayip seyler”, “korkung seyler”, “kargasa” gostergeleri bizi ¢ocuk 6znenin
anlatimi ile savas yerdesligine gotiirmektedir.

Savas, cocuk 6znenin giivenli ve esenlikli hayatin1 tamamiyla degistirir. Ornegin, yaz
aylarinda hafta sonu tatillerinde sep kumsala gidilirken her giin etraflarinda gordiikleri
korkung seyler ve ¢evrelerindeki kargasa ve bu nedenle degisen hayatlarindan 6tiirii
artik kumsala hi¢ gitmezler. Ikinci kesitte, savagm anlatiminda karanhk ve aydimnlik
karsitliklarina da yer verilmektedir. “Sanki diinyanin biitiin isiklarim sondiiriiyorlards.”
climlesiyle baglangi¢c durumundaki esenlikli ortam 1giklarin agik olmasiyla, esenliksiz ve
giivensiz ortam ise 151klarin séndiiriilmesi yani karanlikta kalmak ile anlatilmaktadir. Buna
gore savas, korkung seylerin oldugu ve kargasadan bagka bir seyin goriilmedigi, birileri
biitlin 11klarini sondiirdiigii i¢in 151ks1z kalan; baris ise ¢ocugun savastan dnceki hayatini
ima eden kimsenin 1giklar1 sondiirmedigi, 151kl1 bir diinya imgeleriyle karsilanmaktadir.

Uciincii kesitte, babanm 6liimiine isaret eden “Ve bir giin savas babami aldi.”
climlesi, metnin derin anlaminda sahip olunan bir babaya artik sahip olamama, babanin
yoklugu, babadan yoksunluk olarak ifade edilebilecek anlamlarina karsilik gelmektedir.
“0 giinden sonra etrafimizdaki karanlik daha da biiyiidii ve annemin endiseleri daha da
artti”. Karanlik, yani 1siklarin olmamasi ayni zamanda savasi, babasizligi ve giivensizligi
simgelemektedir. Hikayede babanin yoklugu, hem annenin hem de ¢ocuklarin géziiyle
ailede babanin simgeledigi ve dolayistyla erkek karaktere atfedildigi anlasilan giic, giiven
ve koruma duygusundan mahrum kalma olarak sembolize edilmektedir. Bu nedenle
annenin endiseleri ve etraflarindaki karanlik daha da biiylimektedir.

Dordiincii kesitte, 6znenin giivenli bir yere ulagma arayisi1 ve ¢abasi agiklanmaktadir.
“Ertesi giin annemin bir arkadagi ona insanlarin ¢ogunun sehri terk ettigini anlatti. Baska
bir iilkeye kagmaya ¢alistyorlarmis. Cok uzaklarda yiiksek daglart olan bir iilkeye...

“Nasil bir yer?” diye sorduk anneme. “Giivenli bir yer” dedi annem. “Peki orast
nerede?” diye sorduk bu sefer. Bir kitaptan degisik sehirlerin fotograflarim gosterdi annem.
Oradaki ilging ormanlari, hayvanlar: anlatti tek tek. Sonra i¢ ¢ekerek soyle dedi: “Oraya
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gidecegiz ve artik korkmadan yasayabilecegiz.” Hi¢ gitmek istemiyorduk ama annem bunun
miithis bir macera olacagim séyleyip duruyordu. Sahip oldugumuz her seyi bavullara
koyduk ve tamdigimiz herkese veda ettik. Bu kesitte kitabin adina gondermeyle bir yolculuk
yapilacagi okura sezdirilmektedir. Ancak bu yolculuk tercih edilen siradan bir yolculuk degil
“Oraya gidecegiz ve artik korkmadan yasayabilecegiz ” ifadelerinin ima ettigi gibi korkudan
kaynaklanan zorunlu bir go¢ ve hayata kagistir. Anne gitmek istemeyen ¢ocuklarini ikna
etmek i¢in ilging ormanlarm ve hayvanlarin oldugu sehirlerin fotograflarin1 gostererek bu
yolculugu “miithig bir macera” olarak niteler. Gidilecek yerin nasil bir yer oldugu sorusuna
annenin verdigi “giivenli bir yer” cevabi ise, yapilan zorunlu yolculugun asil amacimn
giivensizlikten kurtulma, giiven i¢inde korkmadan yasama oldugunu simgelemektedir.

Besinci  kesitte okura, yolculugun gizlice yapildigi, aslinda bu yolculugun
giivensizlikten, savastan, oliimden kagis oldugu ve ulasilmak istenen gilivenli yere
varmanin birileri tarafindan engellenebilecegi hissettirilmektedir. “Gériilmemek igin
gece yola ¢iktik... ve glinler boyunca gittik. Uzaklastikea... daha fazlasim arkamizda
birakiyorduk. Sonunda simra ulastik. Oniimiizde kocaman bir duvar vardi ve onu
trmanip ge¢cmemiz gerekiyordu”. Bu kesitteki s, kocaman bir duvar, tirmanip
gecmemiz gerekiyordu ifadelerinin yasaklanma, kagak duruma diisme, yasal olmayan bir
sey yapma, kisaca miiltecilige génderme yaptig1 devam eden kesitlerden anlagilmaktadir.

Altincr ve yedinci kesitte, miilteci ya da siginmacilarin gergek hayatta iginde
bulunduklari, bir yere ait olmama, gidecek bir yerden yoksunluk ve yersiz yurtsuzluk
durumu belirtilmektedir. “Ama HAYIR! “Smri ge¢me izniniz yok. Geri doniin! diye
bagird: dfkeli muhafiz. Gidecek hichir yerimiz yoktu. Ustelik cok ama ¢ok yorgunduk.
Ormanin derinliklerinde, karanhigin icinde etraftan gelen seslerden ¢ok korkuyordum.
Ama annem bizimle beraberdi ve azicik bile korkmus goriinmiiyordu. Gégsiine yaslanip
gozlerimizi kapattik ve sonunda uyuyakaldik . “*Ofkeli bagirislara uyandik. Muhafizlar
bagira ¢agira bizi ariyorlardi. Saklanmaliydik! Cabuk! Bu taraftan diye fisildadi annem.
lyice uzaklasana kadar durmadan kostuk”. Cocuklarm “Ormanin derinliklerinde,
karanhgw icinde etraftan gelen seslerden ¢ok korkuyordum.” climlesiyle vurgulandigi
iizere duyduklart korkuya ragmen “Ama annem bizimle beraberdi ve azicik bile
korkmus goriinmiiyordu” ifadesiyle belirtilen annenin aldig1 korkusuz goriiniim bir
karsitlik olusturmaktadir. Ote yandan kitabin resimlemesinde annenin korktugu ancak
cocuklarina belli etmedigi ve onlar uyuduktan sonra agladigi da okura gosterilmektedir.
Hikayenin siiriikleyicisi durumundaki, yolculuk kararini alan ve gocuklarini ikna eden
eyleyen olarak anne; babanin yoklugunda bir yandan cesareti, koruyuculugu, giiclii
olmay1 diger yandan da sahiplenmeyi, sefkat ve umudu simgelemektedir.

Muhafizlarin bagirmalart karsisinda annenin fisildiyor olusu bu kesitlerdeki diger
karsithgr olusturmaktadir. Buna goére bagirig, 6fkeli olma, izin vermeme, giic ve
otoriteye karsilik gelmektedir. Fisildamak, sessiz olmaya ¢alismak, saklanmak ise
giicli elinde bulunduranlardan zayif ve gii¢siiz bir konumda olmanin ve kendilerini
yakalayarak zarar verebilecek kisilerden ancak kacarak, saklanarak kurtulabilecekleri
diistincesinin gostergesidir.
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Sekizinci kesitte, insan kacakeilarinin ¢ocuklart ve anneyi para karsiliginda simirin
diger tarafina gecirmeleri ve yapilan tehlikeli kara yolculugunun ardindan, biiyiik bir
deniz kiyisina geldikleri i¢in bu kez de denizi gegme zorunlulugu ile karst karsiya
kalmalari; “Sonra birden daha once hi¢ gormedigimiz bir adamla karsilagtik. Annem
adama biraz para verdi. Adam bizi simirn diger tarafina gegirdi. Cok karanlikti. Kimse
bizi gérmemigti.” “Yolculugumuz heniiz bitmedi dedi annem. Oniimiizde biiyiik bir deniz
vardi. Goz alabildigince uzanan kocaman bir deniz... Bu denizi gegmemiz gerekiyordu”
climleleriyle anlatilmstir. Ancak goriildiigii gibi bu zorunlu yolculugun agamalarindan
biri olan “Géz alabildigince uzanan kocaman bir deniz”i gegme zorunlulugudur. Bu
gerekliligin nasil gergeklestirilecegine dair bir bilgi ya da inancin ise ¢ocuk 6znede
bulunmadig1 “Ama bunu nasil yapacaktik ki? ” ctimlesinden anlagilmaktadir:

Dokuzuncu kesite kadar cocuklarin sadece anneleriyle yaptiklari yolculuk, artik onlarla
aym kaderi ya da maceray1 paylasan ve bu nedenle tehlike ve korku anlaminda da yalniz
olmadiklarim gosteren bir¢ok insanla birlikte devam edecektir. “Bir siirii tammadigimiz
insanla beraber kiigiiciik bir tekneye bindik. Sikig tikis oturuyorduk ve her giin yagmur
yagwordu”. Deniz yolculugunun baslarinda “Yol boyunca teknedekilerle birbirimize
masallar anlattik. Oyle perili prensesli masal degildi ama... Denizin altinda saklanan ve
teknemiz ters dondiigiinde bizi yemeyi bekleyen korkung ve tehlikeli canavarlar vardy bu
masallarda” ifadeleriyle nitelenen korku ve tehlike i¢erikli masallarin daha sonra perilerin
yer aldig1, umut dolu ve iyimser masallara doniistiigii goriilmektedir; “Dalgalar biiyiidiik¢e
teknemiz daha ¢ok sarsiliyor hi¢ durmadan sallantyordu. Sanki deniz hi¢ bitmeyecekmis
gibiydi. Bu sefer birbirimize baska masallar anlatmaya basladik. Gitmeye ¢alistigimiz
tilkenin yemyesil ormanlarmmdaki dans eden iyilik perileri vardi masallarimizda. Bu giizel
periler iilkemizdeki savast bitirecek tilsumlar vereceklerdi bize”. Anlatida yer buldugu
iizere her tiirlii tehlike ve korkuya ragmen, giivenli bir yuvaya ulasma amaciyla yasanan
bu kagis siirecinde umut ve iyimserligin en iist seviyedeki varligi metnin derin anlamindan
cikarilabilmektedir. Buna gore yasam-6liim karsitligi ile ayrilma ve kavugmayi simgeleyen
bu yolculuk boyunca hikayenin kahramanlari, duyumsadiklari tehlike, korku ve endise
oraninda umut, iyimserlik ve inan¢ duygulari da beslemektedir.

Hikayede kendini stirekli hissettiren umut verici ve iyimser anlatim onuncu
kesitte; “O giin giines dogarken giinler sonra ilk defa karayr gordiik. ” ifadelerinde
giinesin dogusu ile gosterilmektedir. Karanligin yok olmasiyla aydinligin, giinesin ve
151810 varligina yapilan vurgu ile yolculugun amacina ulasacagi da ima edilmektedir.
“Teknemiz sallana sallana kiyiya dogru yanasti. Annem hdla birlikte oldugumuz
icin ¢ok sansh oldugumuzu soyledi. ‘Burasi o giivende olacagimizi séyledigin
ver mi?’ diye sorduk kardesimle beraber. ‘Cok yaklastik.” dedi annem yorgun bir
sekilde giiliimseyerek...” hikdyenin sonuna yaklasildiginda anne ve g¢ocuklarinin
tehlikelerle ve korkuyla dolu bir yolculuk yapmalarina ragmen, “annem hdla birlikte
oldugumuz icin ¢ok sansh oldugumuzu soyledi” s6zcesi ile asil onemli olanin ailenin,
sevdiklerinin birlikteligi oldugunun da alt1 tekrar ¢izilmektedir.
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On birinci ve son kesitte hikayenin temelini olusturan uzam degisikligi, devinim
ve slirekliligin devam ettigi goriilmektedir. “Birkag giin ve gece daha yolculugumuza
devam ettik. Bir¢ok sumir gectik. Trenden basimi uzatip gokyiiziinde bizi takip
ediyormuy gibi ucan kuslara baktim...

Kuslar da aym bizim gibi go¢ ediyorlardi. Onlarmm yolculugu da ¢ok uzundu
ama hi¢ sinir ge¢mek zorunda degillerdi. Belki, bir giin, ayni bu kuslar gibi, biz de
yeni bir yuva buluruz. Hikdyemize bastan bagslayabilecegimiz giivenli bir yuva...”
ifadelerinden anlasildig gibi hikaye ag¢ik uclu bir sona sahiptir ve okura hikayedeki
kahramanlarin “giivenli bir yuva” arayisinin devam ettigi sezdirilmektedir. Buradan
hareketle, acik u¢lu son ile anlatilan hikdyenin derin anlaminda, yapilan bu yolculugun
ve yasanan siirecin yalnizca bu karakterlerle siirli olmadigi ve giinlimiizde halen
yasanmakta olan go¢ ve siginmaci hareketliligine gonderme yapildig: diisiiniilebilir.
Son kesitte gegen “Hikdyemize bastan bagslayabilecegimiz giivenli bir yuva” ifadesi;
2. kesitteki “Hayatimiz sonsuza kadar degisti” ifadeleriyle savas nedeniyle sonsuza
kadar degisen hayatlarin yeni bir hikdyeye baslamasini isaret ederken, savasta
yasanan acilar1 da bitirmek, noktalamak anlamlarina isaret etmektedir.

Hikayenin genelinde kullanilan siir sézciigiiyle bir iilkenin bitisi kadar bir bagka
iilkenin ya da yerin de baslangici imlenmektedir. Hikayede anlatilan yolculuk da derin
anlamina inildiginde, ayrilmak-kavugsmak, korku-umut, baslangi¢-bitis, uzaklasmak-
yakinlagsmak, duraganlik-devingenlik gibi karsitliklar1 icerisinde barindirmaktadir.
Glgliiniin ve tehlikelerin baskisindan, esaretinden Ozgiirliige, glivene kagisi ise
hikayenin sonunda yer alan kuslar figiiratif olarak sembolize etmektedir.

Sonug¢

“Yolculuk™ adli ¢ocuk kitabinda annesi ve kardesi ile birlikte ¢ocuk 6zne, esenlikli bir
durumdan, hikayenin ikinci kesitinden itibaren savasin baglamasiyla nesnesinden ayri
kalarak, esenliksiz bir duruma dogru doniisiim gegirmistir. Hikaye boyunca ¢ocuk 6zne
ve beraberindekilerin kendilerine tekrar giivenle ve korkusuzca yasayabilecekleri bir yuva
bulmak i¢in yaptiklar yolculuk anlatilmaktadir. Savas; “gecen yil ¢cok acayip seyler oldu”,
“etrafimizda olan korkung seyler”, “¢evremizde kargasadan baska bir sey géremez olduk ”,
“sanki diinyanmn biitiin 1siklarim sondiiriiyorlardy” ifadeleriyle belirsizlik, bilinmezlik,
diizensizlik, korkutuculuk ve karanlikla anlatilmigtir. Bu baglamda, karanlik ve babanin
yoklugu ayni zamanda giivensizlik, tehlike ve olabilecek diger kotiiliikleri icermektedir.
Hikayenin temeli iki cocuk ve annelerinin muhafizlardan, diismandan, giigliiden,
babalarini onlardan alan savastan ve kendi hayatlarina yonelik tehlikelerden kacarak “cok
viiksek daglart”, “ilging ormanlart ve hayvanlari olan bir iilkeye ” yani hikayelerine bagtan
baglayabilecekleri bir yuvaya kavusacaklar giivenli bir yere yaptiklart umut yolculugu
iizerine kurulmustur. Annenin “miithis bir macera” diyerek tanimladig, ¢esitli tasitlarda
gizlenerek yaptiklar yolculuk boyunca kahramanlarin muhafizlar tarafindan yakalanma,
bagka bir iilkeye gitmemeleri igin engellenme ya da babalari gibi 6ldiiriilme olasiligindan

71



MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF REFUGEE STUDIES

kaynaklanan endise ve korkular1 okura hissettirilmektedir. Kimsesizlik, giigsiizliik, acizlik,
yersiz yurtsuzluk gibi miilteci ve sigmmacilarin en sik kapildigi duygular anlatida; “Swir:
gecme izniniz yok. Geri doniin! diye bagwrd: ofkeli muhafiz. Gidecek hi¢hbir yerimiz yoktu.
Ustelik ¢ok ama cok yorgunduk. Ormamn derinliklerinde, karanhgin icinde etrafian
gelen seslerden cok korkuyordum” ifadelerindeki gibi esenliksiz degerlerden olusan
gostergelerle gergekei bir sekilde okura iletilmistir. Yolculuk siiresince bazen bir duvar, bir
sinir ya da deniz olarak kargilarina ¢ikan ve yasayabilecekleri tehlikelere zemin hazirlayan
engelleri hi¢ durmadan agmalar1 gerekmektedir; “Biiyiik bir deniz vardi. Goz alabildigince
uzanan kocaman bir deniz. Yol boyunca teknedekilerle birbirimize masallar anlattik.
Ovle perili prensesli masal degildi ama... Denizin altinda saklanan ve teknemiz ters
dondiigiinde bizi yemeyi bekleyen korkung ve tehlikeli canavarlar vardi bu masallarda ™.
Devinim ve siireklilik, kahramanlarm uzam degistirmesiyle, siirekli yeni bir tagitla veya
aragla yola devam etmeleriyle saglanmistir. Hikayenin sonlarina dogru kahramanlarin kara
yolculugu yerini gergek hayatta da pek ¢ok miiltecinin yapmaya mecbur kaldigi deniz
yolculuguna birakmstir. “Dalgalar biiyiidiikce teknemiz daha ¢ok sarsuliyor hi¢ durmadan
sallanwyordu. Sanki deniz hi¢ bitmeyecekmis gibiydi”. Esenliksiz gostergeler kadar umut
veren olumlu gostergelere de anlatida yer verilmistir. Bu anlatim dili ve tarzi hikdyede
karamsar bir bakis agisinin degil, umut dolu ve iyimser bir bakis acisinin hakim kilinmak
istendigini gostermektedir:

“Bu sefer birbirimize baska masallar anlatmaya basladik. Gitmeye ¢alistigimiz
tilkenin yemyesil ormanlarindaki dans eden iyilik perileri vardi masallarimizda. Bu
giizel periler tilkemizdeki savast bitirecek tilsimlar vereceklerdi bize”.

Giinesin dogmas1 gostergesi, biten bir gliniin ardindan yeniden tiim diinyanin ve
yagamin canlanmasi, hayat bulmasini ima etmis; “O giin giines dogarken giinler sonra
ilk defa karayr gordiik”, “Teknemiz sallana sallana kiyya dogru yanagn.” ifadelerinin
belirttigi tehlikelerle dolu deniz yolculugunun sona ermesi ise “Annem hdlda birlikte
oldugumuz icin ¢ok sansl oldugumuzu soyledi” vurgusu ile hikdyenin umut dolu sonunu
simgelemistir. Yasanan tiim korku, endise ve bilinmezliklere karsin, anne ve ¢ocuklarin
héla beraber olmasi yeni bir hayata baslama noktasinda sahip olduklar1 en biiyiik sans
olarak nitelenmektedir. “Trenden basumi uzatip gokyiiziinde bizi takip ediyormus gibi
ugan kuslara baktim. Kuslar da aym bizim gibi go¢ ediyorlardi. Onlarin yolculugu da
¢ok uzundu ama hi¢ sinir gecmek zorunda degillerdi. Belki, bir giin, aynt bu kuslar gibi,
biz de yeni bir yuva buluruz. Hikdyemize bastan baslayabilecegimiz giivenli bir yuva™ ...

Hikayenin sonunda ¢ocuk 6znenin kendi hayatlari ile belirli bir yere ait olmayarak,
hayatta kalmak ve yagsamlarini siirdiirebilmek i¢in go¢ eden kuslar arasinda kurdugu
benzerlik, giliniimiizde {ilkelerini terk etmek zorunda kalan go¢ yollarindaki
milyonlarca insan1 resmetmektedir. GO¢men, sigimmaci ya da miilteci olarak
tanimlanan bu insanlarin tek umudu, diinyanin herhangi bir yerinde hayatlarina ve
hikayelerine “giivenli bir yuvada” yeniden baslayabilmektir.
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Extended Abstract

Analyzing the Children’s Book The Journey Using

Greimas’ Semiotic Analysis
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Abstract

Groups defined as refugees, asylum seekers, or immigrants have faced us in recent years through aid
campaigns in the media or news programs framed in negative contexts like tragic life struggles, judicial
cases, violence, and abuse. The political, humane, and social dimensions of the topic, being different from the
world media, have taken place on Turkey’s agenda because of both its geographical and historical proximity.
The way that refugees are discussed in various media circles shows that humanity in our era is still passing
a serious and nasty test in terms of many concepts like freedom, human rights, equality, coexistent culture,
and beyond. Being enriched from many factors experienced in real life, meanwhile, children’s books and
literature on the issue of refugees’ condition carry particular importance in terms of children who read being
able to show empathy while gaining an awareness of this reality in the proper direction. The illustrated
children’s book The Journey is worth investigating in terms of being a literary work that takes children
as the target audience; includes violence, conflict, and death; and at the same time narrates a traumatic
subject drawn from real life, such as being a refugee. In the study, this children’s book was chosen because
of targeting small children from within similar books functioning on the same topic and, by being translated
into 12 languages, for its ability to reach worldwide readership. The aim of the research is to scrutinize a
realistic topic in a children’s book by arriving at the various layers forming the literary meaning of the text
with the help of semiotics through the example of agents using Greimas’ semiotic method and exposing the
agents, the functions they explain, and the relationships among them. Greimas’ semiotic method, which
describes the people located in the narrative according to their function, appears to have limited use in
analyses related to children’s content in the literature. No Turkish analyses are encountered that have been
performed with this method on realistic constructs referring to traumatic issues in particular or that need
to be told using highly attentive language for children. In the analysis, the use of combining contrasts like
war-peace, fear-hope, and separation-union, in spite of the uneasy atmosphere of the literary text, was
dominantly seen as an optimistic and hopeful language of expression in the story. This preferred perspective
provides an appropriate expression for children to read that is far from the topic of violence.
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Groups defined as refugees, asylum seekers, or immigrants have faced us in recent
years through aid campaigns in the media or news programs framed in negative
contexts like tragic life struggles, judicial cases, violence, and abuse. The political,
humane, and social dimensions of the topic, being different from the world media,
have taken place on Turkey’s agenda because of both its geographical and historical
proximity. The way that refugees are discussed in various media circles shows that
our era and humanity are still passing a serious and nasty test in terms of many
concepts like freedom, human rights, equality, coexistent culture, and beyond. Being
enriched from many factors experienced in real life, meanwhile, children’s books and
literature on the issue of refugees’ condition carry particular importance in terms of
children who read being able to show empathy while gaining an awareness of this
reality in the proper direction.

The illustrated children’s book The Journey is worth investigating in terms of
being a literary work that takes children as the target audience; includes violence,
conflict, and death; and at the same time narrates a traumatic subject drawn from real
life, such as being a refugee. In the study, this children’s book was chosen because of
targeting small children from within similar books functioning on the same topic and,
by being translated into 12 languages, for its ability to reach worldwide readership.

The aim of the research is to scrutinize a realistic topic in a children’s book by
arriving at the various layers forming the literary meaning of the text with the help of
semiotics through the example of agents using Greimas’ semiotic method and exposing
the agents, the functions they explain, and the relationships among them. Greimas’
semiotic method, which describes the people located in the narrative according to
their function, appears to have limited use in analyses related to children’s content
in the literature. No Turkish analyses are encountered that have been performed with
this method on realistic constructs referring to traumatic issues in particular and that
need to be told using highly attentive language for children. In the analysis, the use
of combining contrasts like war-peace, fear-hope, and separation-union, in spite of
the uneasy atmosphere of the literary text, was dominantly seen as an optimistic and
hopeful language of expression in the story. This preferred perspective provides an
appropriate expression for children to read that is far from the topic of violence.

Besides children’s books giving children literary pleasure, having them gain
reading habits, and enriching their imagination, these books have the reader who has
yet to gain life experience also live an experience related to real life. The children of
today are exposed at an early age to countless events and news through the media.
In this context, instead of ignoring the expression of negative situations through an
overprotective approach, some unwanted events that can be encountered in real life
need to be addressed as appropriate to the perception and age of the child. Similarly,
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how traumatic issues will be explained to the child target audience is a matter that
needs to be taken seriously. One of the most important concepts featured in children’s
publications is the appropriateness to the child on this point. Before understanding
the concept of child appropriate, one must understand the literature on appropriate
sensitivity to a child’s growth and development age, psychology, word and concept
knowledge, and level of perception (Sirin, 2000, p. 19).

Realistic messages appropriate to children’s perceptions and elements relative to
children in children’s books will compare these messages with life’s difficulties accurately
and balanced. As such, empathy directed at people exposed to traumatic events as well as
awareness of related topics will be gained by those reading children’s content.

The facts are that many children these days can easily access and are exposed
as much as adults to news images of refugee conditions, war, and the inhumane
reasons for these. Children are often informed of these facts through adult broadcasts.
Therefore, content prepared at a level the child can perceive as well as prepared
appropriately for children is of great importance.

The children’s book The Journey cultivates the topic of being a refugee, a reality
witnessed close to Turkish society. Francesca Sanna, the author and illustrator of the
book, connects her reason for writing this story to the tale of two little girls that she
had met at a refugee camp in Italy. One important finding in terms of the study is that
the narrative is of a topic that contains violence, war, and death, as the situation is that
of being a refugee, and at the same time in a way gives hope in accordance with the
target audience of children.

The study aims to arrive at the meanings, aside from those that have been
mentioned, that can be extracted from the deep structure of the narrative in three levels
of Greimas’ analysis method by forming a semiotic square in the literary text of the
child’s book through a sampling of its agents. In choosing to analyze the story using
Greimas’ sampling of agents and semiotic square, processing the reader’s thoughts
can be effective by starting from these schemes and introducing the functions and
relationships in the many realistic issues of these schemes, which require careful
language in the narrative to generate meaning to the child reader.

Works that show similarities with actual events, locales, and people in the world
we live and that convincingly have the reader feel the possibility that the events
characters face can happen are called realistic works. In realistic fiction, the plot of
the text is based on the character struggle, through the character’s self or another
character, with society or nature. Children’s literature and content directed at children
have included topics that can be encountered in real life, especially in the last fifty
years, and which can sometimes be called traumatic and saddening, too. While the
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thought of protecting children from bad things was common especially from the 18th
to the mid-20th century, since the middle of the 20th century, this idea has been
almost entirely done away with. Also, the reflection of concepts in the literature like
pluralistic societies, democracy, and putting yourself in the place of another with the
success of movements like human rights and workers, women, and minority rights
that were impactful all over the world in the 1960s and 70s are seen as the reasons
for this. According to this new understanding, instead of keeping children away
from bad things, this issue became having the child be confronted with bad events
and situations (Tifekci Can, 2014a, p. 120). In this context, topics and characters in
children’s content show continuous change in parallel with the reality of social life.

Addressing the issues in children’s books that focus on problems like war, death,
immigration, and being a refugee can be found alarming by parents. On the other hand,
texts that completely edit out negative events that children can face, these days being
consciously and unconsciously exposed almost as much as adults to all kinds of content,
may not be found realistic or convincing. In contrast, books that can offer solutions to
the basic issues children face every day, that touch upon the realities of life, and that
aim to raise awareness on specific issues will be able to address children’s real needs.

Semiotics was developed in the early 20th century through studies performed by
Swiss linguist Saussure and American philosopher Peirce. The method continued to
develop as a top science, also including linguistics after Saussere and Pierce. Greimas
brought it to a different location through comparison to other theorists performing
studies related to semiotics.

Greimas semiotics aims to explain significant integral semantic differences,
semantic articulations, and the production of meaning (signification) by reproducing
through meta-language. For this purpose, it does not handle pure information strings
or displays but rather meaningful totals (meaningful sequences; Rifat, 1990, p. 122).
According to A. J. Greimas, a discourse is formed in three main layers, uniting
surface structures by starting from deep structures by reintegrating the meaning of
the different elements of the discourse (Kiran & Kiran, 2011, p. 183).

The three main layers emphasized in the concept of discourse that Greimas revealed
in his formation can be explained briefly as (Sivri & Orkiin, 2014, pp. 19-20):

The Figurative (Discursive) Level. By questioning what the basic components
that can be recognized in the first reading are discoursing, the people in the narrative
are revealed through the basic functions of time and space.

Narrative Level. This level focuses on the agents and what they bring, rather than
what they narrate. Even though Propp had reached the result that there are seven types
of agents in his book Morphology of the Folktale, Greimas reduced it to six agents:
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1 Sender: The agent, by directing the subject straight to the object, gives rise to its actions.
2. The receiver: This agent can be called the addressee of the sender to what is being sent.

3. Subject: The most important agent of the narrative, it occurs at the center of the
narrative.

4. Object: The agent is what the subject seeks or tries to reach.
5. Helper: The agent that helps the subject in its effort to reach the object.
6. Opponent: The agent that blocks the subject from reaching the object.

Mentioning the narrative schedule is necessary at this level of the narrative (Giinay,
2002, p. 126). The narrative schedule is used in literary semiotics to describe the
agents according to their action by revealing the general thread of the narrative.

A narrative schedule consists of four phases: manipulation, acquirement, deed, and
imposition. In the phase of manipulation, the instigator wants or orders the possible
subject to perform an action through the modal of “making” the subject. At the stage
of acquirement, the subject provides the necessary conditions for the deed or obtains
the necessary materials. The modals of “having power,” “knowing,” and “being able
to do” are in this stage. The stage of deed is where the modal of “doing” is dominant
and the subject realizes the action. The phase of imposition is where the sender
evaluates the action of the subject and the narrative concludes with the punishment
or prize accordingly (Ugan, 2016, pp. 115-116).

The final stage of the analysis is the Deep level of logical-semantic analysis.

In the children’s book The Journey, the child subject, together with the mother
and sibling, is transformed from a state of well-being directly to a state of discomfort
by remaining apart from the object with the start of the war from the story’s second
section. Throughout the story, the journey is explained as what the child subject and
those accompanying do to find a home where they can live in safety for themselves
again without fear. The war is narrated through uncertainty, unknowingness,
irregularity, fearfulness, and darkness with the expressions “something terrible

99 6.

happened last year,” “horrible things happened around us,” “we cannot see anything
around us but turbulence,” and “it’s as if they are turning off all the lights in the
world.” In this context, darkness and the lack of the father are at the same time like
news of insecurity, danger, and other bad things. Where the two children and mothers,
who the story is based on, will be able to begin from, namely, “very high mountains,”
and “a country with interesting forests and animals,” in other words, the start in
their stories, is established over the journey they make in their hope of finding a safe

home by escaping from the guards, enemy, the powerful, and the war that took their
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fathers from them. Throughout the journey, which the mother describes as “a dreadful
adventure” made while concealed in various vehicles, the reader is intimated with the
concern and fear of being blocked or killed like the fathers because of the heroes
being captured by guards and not being able to get to another country. The emotions
the refugees and asylum seekers most often experienced and felt, such as loneliness,
powerlessness, impotence, homelessness and landlessness, are conveyed to the
reader realistically in the narrative through indicators formed from the unsounded
values as in the expressions, “’You are not allowed to cross the border. Turn back!’
yelled the angry guard. We had no place to go. We were very, very tired. | was quite
scared of the sounds coming from within the darkness in the depths of the forest.”
Obstacles that were necessary to overcome throughout the journey were constantly
encountered, like sometimes a wall, a border, or the sea, and laid the groundwork
for the dangers they would be able to live with: “There was a great sea. A huge sea
stretching as far as the eye could see. Along the way we told each other stories with
those that were in the ship’s hull. It wasn’t a fairy princess tale, but...there were
terrible and dangerous monsters in the tales hiding under the sea and waiting to feed
on us when our boat turned over.” The heroes’ movement and continuity are provided
by constantly changing the location, continuing from one vehicle to the next. At the
end of the story, the heroes leave their land travels for journey on the sea, which many
refugees have actually experienced, in fact. “As the waves grew, our boat shook more
and more, it never stopped swaying. As if the sea would never end.” The narrative
includes as many indicators of the lack of well-being as much as positive ones that
give hope. The language and style of this narrative in the story does not show a
pessimistic point of view; it shows the hopeful and optimistic viewpoint is dominant:

This time we began to tell each other another story. There were dancing fairies of goodness in
the green forests of the country we were trying to get to. These beautiful fairies would give us
charms to end the war in our country.

The indicator of the sunrise, the revival of the whole world and life again after the
end of a day, hints at finding life and symbolizes the end of the dangerous sea journey
emphasizing, “We saw the shore for the first time in days as the sun rose,” and “Swaying
to and fro our ship approached the shore,” and the hopeful end of the story with “My
mother said we were lucky to still be together.” Despite all the experienced fear, anxiety,
and unknowns, the mother and children still being together represents there is hope for
beginning a new life again. “I looked at the birds flying as if they were stretching out from
the train and following us in the sky. The birds were migrating just like us. Their journey
too was very long, but they didn’t have to cross any border. Maybe one day, we too will
find a new home just like these birds. A safe home where we can start all over...”

At the end of the story, by the child subject not belonging to an identified place with
lives of its own, the similarity established among the birds migrating for staying alive
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and being able to continue living symbolizes the millions of people today on migration
paths who have been forced to leave their countries. The single hope of these people,
who have been labeled as migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees, is to be able to
begin anew their lives anywhere in the world and their stories “in a safe home.”
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Stimeyye A¢ikgoz®

Miilteciler ve Saglik Sempozyumu
iSAR Tip ve Ahlak Calisma Grubu
15-16 Ekim 2016, Baglarbasi Kongre ve Kiiltir Merkezi, Istanbul

Is¢i Istediik, insanlar geld.
Max Frisch

Istanbul Arastirma ve Egitim Vakfi (ISAR), alanma hakim bilim insanlarinin
yetismesi amaciyla, 2009 yilinda olusumunu tamamlamais bir sivil toplum kurulusudur.
Basarili lisans ve lisansiistii 6grencilerini, egitim siirecleri boyunca destekleyerek
“Dogu’nun ilmi gelenegini hazmetmis, Bati’daki ilmi gelismeleri de yakindan takip
edebilecek ve toplumsal meseleleri dert edinmis” ilim insanlarinin ve diisiiniirlerinin
yetismesini saglamak amaciyla kurulmustur. Desteklenen Ogrencilerden, bdlgesel
ve/veya uluslararasi arenada karsilasilan sorunlara etkin ve nitelikli ¢dziim Onerileri
getirebilecek akademik calismalarda bulunmalar ve galistiklar1 alana hakim olmalar
beklenmektedir. Bu baglamda Vakif, kuruldugu giinden bu giine, 6grencilerine hem
burs hem de egitim destegi vermektedir.

Vakif, amaglar1 dogrultusunda birgok programa ev sahipligi yapmaktadir. Bu
dogrultuda, gergeklestirdigi programlar arasinda en Onemlilerinden birisi olan
“Miilteciler ve Saglik Sempozyumu”, 15-16 Ekim tarihlerinde Istanbul Baglarbasi
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Kongre ve Kiiltiir Merkezi’nde gergeklestirilmistir. Istanbul Arastirma Tip ve Ahlak
Calisma Grubu’nun diizenledigi organizasyonda, miiltecilerin &zellikle saglik
konusundaki sorunlar1 ve ¢6ziim yollar1 interdisipliner bir konseptte, dini ve etik
acilardan ele alinmistir.

Iki giin siiren sempozyumda, yedi oturum diizenlenmis ve alaninda uzman 20
akademisyen ve aktivist konusmaci olarak katilmistir. Sempozyumun ilk giinii, 15
Ekim Cumartesi glinii 4 oturum olarak organize edilmis ve “Tiirkiye’de Mevcut
Durum” genel baslig1 altinda toplanmistir. Bu oturumlarda, “Tiirkiye’deki Suriyeli
Miiltecilerin Seriiveni ve Son Durumu”, “Miiltecilerin Saglik Kosullart ve Sunulan
Saglik Hizmetleri”, “Miiltecilerin Sagliginda Insani Yardimin Rolii”, “Miiltecilerin
Sagliginin Korunmasi ve Gelistirilmesinde STK’larin Etkisi ve Gereksinimleri”,
“MSF Perspektifi ile Miilteci Saghginin Kiiresel Durumu”, “Almanya’daki
Gogmenlere Saglik Yardimi Tecriibesi”, “Miilteci Suriyeliler ve Yasanan Saglik
Sorunlar1”, “Gercek Hayattan Kesitler” basliklari, katilimcilar tarafindan sunulmustur.

Sempozyumun ikinci giinii, 16 Ekim Pazar giinii 3 oturum olarak organize edilmis
ve oturumlar “Sosyal Bilimler A¢isindan Miilteciler” genel bagligi altinda toplanmustir.
Oturumlardaki basliklar ise, su sekilde olmustur: “Miilteci Saglik Sorunlarinin
Kiiresel ve Kamusal Yonii”, “Siyaset Bilimi A¢isindan Miiltecilik”, “Hukuki A¢idan
Miiltecilik”, “Sosyolojik A¢idan Miiltecilik”, “Bir Model Olarak Ilaf Projesi: Miilteci
Ogrenciler I¢in Okul Merkezli Psikolojik Destek Programi”, “Global Diinya’da
Gogmenlere Yardimin Etik Temelleri”, “Tarihsel Perspektif Isiginda Miiltecilik
Sorunu” basliklartyla Ingilizce ve Tiirkge sunumlar gerceklestirilmistir.

Sempozyumdaki en 6nemli sunumlardan birisi, Kizilay Yonetim Kurulu Bagkani
Dr. Kerem Kinik’1in, “Miiltecilerin Saghiginda Insani Yardimin Rolii” baslikli sunumu
olmustur. Kinik, istatistiki bilgileri Kizilay’in ¢aligmalar1 tizerinden vermis, bugiine
kadar yapilmis ¢alismalar1 6rnekleyerek durumun sayisal verilerden daha korkung,
Olciilemez seviyelere vardigini da gozler dniine sermistir. Bu baglamda Kinik, s6z
konusu soruna yonelik kimi politikalar1 gelistirebilecek, kimi politikalar1 da onererek
dinleyiciler a¢isindan oldukga faydali bir sunum gergeklestirmistir.

Sivil Toplum Kuruluslart katilimeilarindan Yeryiizii Doktorlart Proje Y6neticisi
Caner Nazli, AFAD tarafindan Suriyelilere yonelik hazirlanmis kamplarda iyi
kosullarin saglandigin1 belirterek iizerinde ¢ok konusulacak bir sunum yapmustir.
Ayni sekilde Sinir Tanimayan Doktorlar (MSF) adina konusan Apostolos Veizis
ise, Avrupa’da Suriyelilerin yasadiklart sorunlari etkileyici bir sunum ile ele
almistir. Veizis, konusmasinda Avrupalilarin Suriyelilere onur kirici davranislarda
bulunduklarint ve MSF’nin giinliik temel ihtiyaclar1 saglanmasinin diginda maruz
kaldiklar1 onur kirict davraniglarin bitirilebilmesi i¢in de c¢alismalar yapildigin
belirterek paylagsmistir. Ayrica Yunanistan’dan 15.000 kisinin geri gonderilmek {izere
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kamplara toplandigin1 ve miiltecilerin Avrupa’da yasanilan durumun Tiirkiye’deki
mevcut durumdan ¢ok daha koétii oldugunu belirtmistir.

Miilteciligin sosyolojik agisini ele alan Dog. Dr. Yusuf Adigiizel ise, Tiirkiye’de
miltecilik statiistinlin sadece Avrupa llkelerinden gelecek insanlar1 kapsadigini, su
anda Suriyelilerin miilteci statiisiinde degil, gecici koruma statiisiinde oldugunun
altin1 ¢izmistir. Tirkiye’deki Suriyeli algisinin, medyanin da yanlis ve ayrimei dili ile
birlikte “Isimizi elimizden aliyorlar.” “Kiralari artirtyorlar.” ya da “Fuhus yapiyorlar.”
diizeyine indirgendigini ifade etmistir. Suriyelilerin ¢aligma hayatina katilmalarinda
karsilastiklar1 sorunlara da deginen Adigiizel, egitimli ve vasifli Suriyelilerin ¢alisma
imkan1 bulamadigini, sadece mavi yakali olarak galisabildiklerini, bu durumlarin
da egitimli tiim Suriyelilerin {ilke digina kagmasina sebep oldugunu belirtmistir.
Bununla birlikte Suriyelilerin 2011 yilindan bu yana 4.456 sirket kurdugunu, 666
milyon liradan fazla yatirim yaparak ekonomiye katki sagladiklarinin altini ¢izmistir.

Sempozyumun en dikkat ¢gekici konugu ise, Suriye’den gelmis Suriyeli bir miilteci
olan Muhammed Sultan Hac Abdul olmustur. Muhammed Sultan, Tiirkiye’ye geldikten
sonra bir ¢ocuk sahibi oldugunu ve dogan ¢ocugunun 6 aylikken yasadigi saglik
sorunlar1 ve tedavi i¢in bagvurdugu, doktorlarin/hastanelerin ilgisiz tavirlari nedeniyle
vefat ettigini anlatarak yasadigi siireci detaylari ile birlikte katilimcilarla paylagmistir.

Konusmacilarm sunumlart dinlendiginde gog¢ ve saglik alanindaki arastirmalarin ve
caligmalarin derinlestigini ve ¢esitlendigini gormek umut verici nitelikte olmustur. Buna
ragmen, diinyadan ve Tiirkiye’den yapilan ¢caligmalara bakildiginda, miiltecilik konusunun
giin gectikce diinya c¢apinda kaygi duyulan bir konu haline geldigi goriilmektedir.
Sempozyuma Tiirkiye’deki c¢esitli tiniversitelerden istirak eden akademisyenlerin
yant sira ¢esitli STK temsilcileri de katilmustir. Tiirkiye’nin ve diinyanin en 6ncelikli
sorunlarmdan biri olan go¢ ve miiltecilik konusundaki bu sempozyumun maalesef yeterli
ilgiyi gordiigiini sdylemek zordur. Miilteciler ve gogmen saglig ile ilgilenen STK lardan
dahi katilhmin sinirli olmasi, konunun boyutlarmin kamuoyu tarafindan yeterince
kavranamamis oldugunu gostermesi bakimindan &nemlidir. Tiirkiye’nin Suriyeliler
basta olmak iizere, go¢ ve miiltecilik alaninda daha yeni ve etkili sosyal politikalara
ihtiyaci oldugu agiktir. Bu sosyal politikalarm gelistirilebilmesi i¢in de arastirmacilara ve
akademisyenlere daha fazla gérev diismektedir.
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Surekli Kalkis Durumu: Goc

Continuous Departure Condition: Migration

Rabia Toper*

Gog, Killttir, Kimlik
lain Chambers
Istanbul, 2014, Ayrinti Yaymlar, 2. Bask, 208 sayfa

Tasinma, gog, seyahat, harita,
kimlik, dil, tarih,anlar ve daha bircok kavram...

Gog, Kiiltiir, Kimlik’de Iain Chambers, bu kavramlar1 tanimladigimiz smirlarin
disina ¢ikarir. Bizi, diinyanin farkli yerlerinde ve tarihlerinde gezdiren ve farkl dilleri
konusan insanlarla tanigtiran yazar, kendi diinyamizi onlarin dykiileriyle anlamaya
cagirir. Farkli diinyalar arasinda yagamanin, kisiye dilini, dinini, miizigini, giyim ku-
samini, dig gorilinlisiinii ve hayatini yatay olarak delip gecen bir sinir boyunda yasama
aligkanligi edindirdigini belirtir (s. 16).

Yazarin 1994 yilinda yayimlanan “Migrancy, Culture and Identity” kitab1 Ay-
rintt Yaymlan tarafindan “Gog¢, Kiltir, Kimlik” adiyla ilk olarak 2005 yilinda
Tiirkgeye cevrildi. Yedi boliimden olusan kitabin ilk boliimiinde “eve doniisiin
imkansizligi”ndan bahsedilmektedir. Chambers, gogerlik ve siirglinii “kesintili bir
var olma durumu” ve geride biraktiginiz yerle bir kavgaya tutusma big¢imi olarak
ifade etmektedir (s. 14). Siirglindeki kisi en sonunda asil evine donecegini farz etse
de, yolculuk sirasinda karsilasilan sorunlar bu plan1 bozmaktadir.
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Bu kitap, bir seyahat anlatis1 degildir. Ciinkii seyahat, kalkis ve varig noktasi belir-
lenmis iki yer arasinda gergeklesir. Oysa gogerlikte bu iki nokta kesin degil, siirekli
degisen dilde, tarihlerde ve kimliklerde yerlesmeyi gerektirir. Nitekim kitapta, vari-
lan her menzilin bir gecis yeri oldugu gocte eve donmek, hikdyeyi noktalamak, eve
giden bir kestirme bulmak gibi bir umudun gergeklesmesinin imkansizligina isaret
edilmektedir (s. 17).

Kitabin ii¢lincii boliimiinde metropol yasaminda walkmanin ayricalikli yeri ele
alinmaktadir. Walkman, bizi diinya miiziginin farkliliklarinda gezinmeye tesvik edi-
siyle teknik bir ara¢ olmanin 6tesine gecerek kiiltiirel bir etkinlik niteligi kazanmak-
tadir. Ne var ki hem bir ara¢ hem de bir etkinlik olarak walkman, teknoloji ve varligin
kalict hakikatini agiga vuran bir aragtan ibaret degildir, ayn1 zamanda dolaysiz bir
tarihsel gergeklik ve pratik oldugu vurgulanmstir (s. 75).

Yazar, diger boliimlerde giiniimiiz itibariyla bedenlerimizin elektronik makineler
tarafindan isgal edildigini farkli 6rneklerle agiklamaktadir. Diinyanin bir bilgisayar
ekranindan tanimladigr metropol yasaminda harita {izerinden dolasmanin olsa olsa
yerin neredeligini cevaplayabilecegi belirtilmekte ve haritadan bagimsiz olarak gez-
menin Ustlinliigline isaret edilmektedir. Zira tarihsel bir uzanti olarak sehrin ¢iplak
sokaklarimi, yollarini, dil ve kiiltlirinii, hikayesini, yaganti ve arzularini sunar. Nite-
kim kitapta ancak haritanin sinirlar1 agildiginda bu capcanli giindelik diinyanin yerel-
liklerine sahit olunabilecegi vurgulanmaktadir (s.126).

Tiim bunlar1 anlatirken Chambers Nietzsche, Heidegger, Hooks, Foucault gibi ya-
zarlarin diigiincelerine sik¢a yer vererek kitaba ¢esitlilik katmistir. Farkl iilkelerde
yasayan ve dilleri konusan bu yazar ¢esitliligini sunmus olmasi kitaba derin ve genis
anlamlar katmistir. Ingilizce ve Italyanca iiriinler veren yazarin eserde iki farkl kiil-
tiiriin 6rneklerini sunmasi da eseri zenginlestirmistir.

Napoli’deki Universitario Orientale’de edebiyat ve felsefe dersleri veren
Chambers’in yazilarindaki ana felsefi tema, gerek modern bilginin gerekse de hare-
ket ve uzam metafiziginin temellerinin sorgulanmasidir. Bu bakimdan okuyucularin
Chambers’in yazi tarzina ve genel felsefi temasia asina olmalarinin eseri okurken
¢ok daha fazla keyif almalarini saglayacagi disiiniilebilir.
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Simirlarin Icindekiler ve Disindakiler

Border Insiders and Outsiders

Rabia Erten®

Tiirkiye ve Fransa Ornekleriyle Uluslararas
Gog¢ ve Yabanci Diismanlig

Y. Yesim Ozer

Istanbul, 2015, Derin Yayinlar,, 155 s.

“Simirlarin yok olmasi her seyden
once kafamizin iginde yarattigimiz sinirlari
kaldirabilmemize bagh.” (s. 5)

Diinyanin farkli bolgelerinde gergeklesen savas, ¢atisma veya ¢esitli afetler sonu-
cunda pek ¢ok insan yasadiklar1 yerleri terk etmekte, daha 6nce bilmedikleri, bulun-
madiklart cografyalara gelmekte ve buralarda hayatlarii stirdiirmeye ¢aligmaktadir.
2011 yilinda baslayan Suriye krizi diinyanin son yillarda gordiigii en yogun go¢ hare-
ketine yol agmisg, milyonlarca insan iilkelerinden ayrilarak komsu tilkelere siginmak
zorunda kalmistir. Tiirkiye ise Suriyeli miiltecilere ev sahipligi yapan iilkelerden biri
olmanin yani sira halihazirda siirlar iginde en ¢ok Suriyeli miilteci barindiran tilke
konumundadir. S6z konusu siire¢ baglaminda Tiirkiye’ de go¢ ve miiltecilik alaninda
toplumsal, ekonomik ve siyasi acilardan yeni tartigmalara ve gelismelere de kapi ara-
lanmigtir. Nitekim akademik olarak go¢ ve miiltecilik alaninda yapilan galismalara
son yillarda Suriyeli miiltecilere iliskin ¢aligmalar da eklenmeye baslamistir. Litera-
tiirde go¢ ve miiltecilik alanina ait epeyce ¢aligma olmakla birlikte giincel ¢aligmala-
rin ¢ok az sayida kaldig1 gériilmektedir. Dolayistyla Yesim Ozer’in kitabi bu anlamda
Onem arz etmektedir.
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Kitabin yazari; Y. Yesim Ozer; Avrupa Birligi, gd¢ politikalari, insan haklar alan-
larinda ¢aligmalari olan bir akademisyendir. Halen Istanbul Universitesi Siyasal Bil-
giler Fakiiltesi Kamu Yo6netimi Boliimiinde 6gretim iiyeligini siirdiirmekte gog, vize
ve iltica politikalar1 ile ilgili dersler vermektedir.

Kitap; yazarin ele aldig1 meselenin genel bir ¢ercevesini ¢izdigi giris boliimiiniin
haricinde ii¢ boliimden olugmaktadir. Birinci boliim; Fransa ve Tiirkiye’nin 2000’1i
yillardan itibaren uluslararasi gd¢ politikalarini konu edinmistir. Yazar, Fransa ve
Tiirkiye 6rnekleri tizerinden hareketle konuyu masaya yatirmasini Fransa’nin eski bir
g06¢ iilkesi, Tiirkiye’nin ise Suriye kriziyle birlikte go¢ alan iilkeler i¢inde transit iilke
konumundan ¢ikip hedef iilke haline gelerek, yeni bir go¢ deneyimi yasayan bir tilke
olmasina dayandirmistir. Evvela Tiirkiye’ye nazaran go¢ ve go¢ politikalari konula-
rina bagl siiregleri daha dnce yasamig olan Fransa’nin uluslararasi go¢ politikasr ir-
delenmis ve son 15 yildir Fransa’nin uluslararasi go¢ ve gdemenlere yonelik izledigi
politikalar ve bunlarin sonuglari siyasi ve toplumsal vecheleriyle degerlendirilmistir.
Zira kitapta Fransa’nin gecirmis oldugu bu siirecin, halihazirda yeni bir go¢ dene-
yimi yastyor olan Tiirkiye’nin olusturacagi go¢ politikalarina ve bu alanda atacagi
adimlara 151k tutacagi 6ngoriilmektedir. Bu dogrultuda Fransa’nin 2000’li yillardan
glinimiize kadarki go¢ politikalarini inceleyen yazar; bahse konu politikalarin ekse-
nini, Fransiz kimligine sahip olmayan kisilere kars1 gelisen ayrime1 tutumlar ve bera-
berinde sekillenen yabanci diismanliginin belirledigi tespiti yapilmistir. Tiirkiye’deki
yabanci diismanliginin ise, Fransa’da oldugu gibi ulusal kimlik {izerinden degil de,
goemenler ve halk arasindaki ekonomik kaynaklarin paylasimi nedeniyle meydana
gelen sorunlardan beslendigini (s. 59) belirten Ozer, Tiirkiye’ nin dort yildir Suriyeli
miiltecilerle yasadigi go¢ tecriibesini analiz ederek savini 6rneklerle ortaya koymus-
tur. Fransa’da gegmisten beri uygulanan politikalarla giiniimiizde goriiniirliigli daha
da artan, Tiirkiye’de ise yeni yeni agiga ¢ikmaya baslayan yabanci diismanliginin
toplumda kalic1 hale gelmeden engellenmesinin olusturulacak kamu politikalariyla
saglanabileceginin de alt1 ¢izilmistir (s. 61).

Ikinci boliimde; uluslararasi go¢ politikalar: kamu politikalar1 ekseninde degerlen-
dirilmistir. Bu amagla Ozer, 6ncelikle “kamu politikas1 nedir” sorusunu yanitlama-
y1 anlaml1 bulmus (s. 63), kamu politikalarinin amagclar1 ve kisilerin hayatlarindaki
Onemini izah etmistir. Bu boliimde yazar, uluslararast gé¢ sorununa dikkat ¢ekmis
ve devletlerin bu konu tizerinde kalici, siirdiiriilebilir politikalar yerine gegici diizen-
lemeler (s. 67) yaptigini ifade ederek kamu politikalari igerisinde gocle ilgili politi-
kalarin kapsadigi alani gostermeye calismistir. Yine kiiresellesen diinya ile birlikte
devletlerin giindeminde giderek daha ¢ok yer isgal eden go¢ olgusu etrafinda yaganan
sorunlar karsisinda ortaya konan ¢oziimlerin olumsuz yonlerini ve yetersizliklerini
gozler Oniine sererek bu baglamdaki elestirilerini dile getirmistir. Uluslararas1 gog
konusunda politikalarin siirdiiriilebilir ve kalic1 olmasi gerekliligine deginen yazar,
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buna ilaveten mevzubahis politikalarin kamuoyunca onay gérmesinin ve gogmenle-
rin kamusal hizmetlerden herkes kadar yararlanabilmesini halkin benimseyerek do-
gal ve olagan bir hak kabul etmesinin (s. 87), dnemini de vurgulamistir.

Ugiincii boliimde yazar; “kamu hizmeti” kavrami iizerinde durmakta ve siirdiirii-
lebilir bir gd¢ politikasini kamu hizmeti ¢er¢cevesinde degerlendirmistir. Bu ¢erceve-
de kitapta kamu hizmeti kavrami genis bir sekilde tanimlanmis ve bilhassa kavramin
toplumsal boyutu (s. 91) konu alinmistir. Devletlerin kamu politikalarini olustururken
salt kendi vatandaslarini dikkate almalarinin giiniimiizde gegerli bir yaklasim olama-
yacagi, artan goglerle birlikte devletlerin kendi vatandashigini tasimayanlara da kamu
hizmetlerini saglamasi, dolayisiyla kamu hizmetlerinin degisen ihtiyaglar ve gelisme-
ler (s. 124) dogrultusunda yeniden kurgulanmasi gerektigi de ne ¢ikarilmustir.

Tiirkiye ve Fransa ornekleri lizerinden go¢ politikalarinin incelendigi, olumlu ve
olumsuz yonlerinin tartigildig: kitap birbirinden farkl: iki tilkenin go¢ alanindaki uy-
gulamalarinin son on bes yilin1 okuyuculara anlasilir bir sekilde aktarmaktadir. Kus-
kusuz gelecekte goc¢ olgusuyla ilgili sorunlarin daha kolay bir sekilde asilmasi ve
bu alanda meydana gelebilecek problemlerin en aza indirgenebilmesi i¢in ge¢miste
yapilan politika ve uygulamalari analiz etmek ve bunlarin sonuglarini degerlendir-
mek atilacak adimlarda yol gosterici olacaktir. Nitekim yazarin da iki iilke lizerinden
yaptigi incelemelere dayanarak su sorunun cevabini aradig1 anlasilmaktadir: “Ulusla-
rarasi go¢ konusunda daha iyi, daha kapsamli ve biitlinciil hangi politikalar yapilabi-
lir?” Bu anlamda Suriyeli miiltecilere ev sahipligi yapan Tiirkiye’nin, yazarin Fransa
ornegi lizerinden sundugu bilgiler dogrultusunda ders ¢ikarabilmesi ve boylece daha
kapsamli politikalarla go¢ sorununa yonelik ¢dziimleri uygulamaya gecirebilmesi
miimkiin gériinmektedir.
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Middle East Journal of Refugee Studies (MEJRS), degerlendirme stireglerine alinacak ¢alismalarda temel bazt
kriterler aranmaktadir:

MEJRSe gonderilecek ¢alismalarin;

= Miiltecilik konusu ile ilgili nicel, nitel, tek-denekli veya karma aragtirma deseni kullanilarak hazirlanmig
olmasina,

= Miltecilik konusunda son donem alan yazini kapsamli bicimde degerlendiren literatiir analizi, metaanaliz
veya metasentez ¢alismast olmasina,

= Miltecilik konusunda pratik olarak uygulanabilecek model 6nerileri sunmasina dikkat eder veya benzeri
6zgln nitelikte yazilar olmasini talep eder.

Bu ¢ergevede MEJRS ileri aragtirma/istatistik yontem ve teknikleri kullanilan giincel ¢aligmalara 6ncelik tani-
maktadir. Caligmalarin yontembilim agisindan yetkinlikleri kadar alana orijinal ve yeni katki sunmalari da temel
yayimlanma kriteridir.

Yayimlanmak tizere gonderilen ¢aligmalar 6ncelikle Editor tarafindan amag, konu, igerik, sunug tarzi ve yazim
kurallarina uygunluk yéniinden incelenmektedir. Editoryal 6n degerlendirmedeki genel egilimler su sekildedir:

v’ Nicel aragtirmalar icin;

= Tek stirekli degisken veya iki stirekli degisken barindirip sadece veya agirlikli olarak frekans, yiizde, fark ve
iligki istatistiklerine dayali caligmalar, ¢alismanin kapsamina gore degerlendirilmektedir.

= Tek sirekli degisken veya iki stirekli degisken barindirip tekli veya ¢oklu regresyon, yol (path) analizi,
cluster analizi gibi ileri istatistikler kullanilarak hazirlanan ¢aligmalara 6ncelik verilmektedir.

v Ol¢me araci gelistiren galismalar icin;
= Sadece 6l¢me araglari gelistirmeyi raporlayan ¢alismalar, gelistirilen 6l¢me aracinin otantikligi, kapsamu,
gelistirilen grubun niteligi, gegerlik ve glivenirlik islemlerinin yetkinligi vb. 6l¢iitler dikkate alinarak de-
gerlendirilmektedir.
= Gelistirilen 6lgme aracini bir arastirmada kullanarak raporlayan ¢alismalara 6ncelik verilmektedir.
v Deneysel aragtirmalar igin;

= Aragtirma verileri nitel verilerle desteklenmis deneysel aragtirmalara oncelik verilmektedir.

v Nitel aragtirmalar igin;
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= Nitel aragtirmalar i¢in aragtirma siirecinin gegerlilik ve giivenirlilik kogullarinin saglanmis olmasina ve
verilerin derinlemesine analiz edilmis olmasina 6nem verilmektedir.

v Betimsel ¢alismalar icin;

= Dergide miiltecilik ile ilgili temel sorunlar1 ortaya koyan ve bunlara ¢6zim Onerileri getiren analitik
calismalarin yayimlanmas: hedeflenmektedir. Diger taraftan bu kapsama giren ¢aligmalarin kitap bolimi
tarzinda olmamasi beklenmektedir.

v Karma (mixed) desenli ¢alismalar igin;

= Karma desenle hazirlanan ¢alismalarin yayimlanma orani daha yiiksektir. Bununla birlikte karma ¢aligma-
larda nigin ve hangi karma metodolojinin kullanildiginin teknigi ile beraber agiklanmasi beklenmektedir.
Karma desenli aragtirmalarda aragtirmanin nicel ve nitel kisimlart ayr: ayri degerlendirilir. Nicel ve nitel
kisimlarin ayri ayri yukaridaki kistaslar: kargilamas: beklenir.

v Ayrica;

= Alanda ¢ok sik kullanilan 6l¢me araglarina dayali ¢aligmalarin ve oldukga yogun bigimde ¢aligilmis konu-
larla ilgili aragtirmalarin yeni bir yénelim ortaya koymalari beklenmektedir.

= Yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezlerine dayali ¢alismalarda tezin biitiinlinlin, tezde kullanilan biitiin verilerin
raporlanmas, tezlerde dilimlenme yapilmamasi beklenmektedir.

= Butlin aragtirma tiirleri igin verilerin giincelligine 6nem verilmektedir. Aragtirma verilerinin toplanmast
tizerinden 5 yil veya daha fazla sire ge¢mis ise aragtirmalarin giincelligini kaybettigi yoninde goris
bildirilmektedir.

Editoryal 6n degerlendirme sonucunda bir ¢alisma, genel kriterleri veya yukaridaki kriterleri kargilamiyorsa,
caligmanin Yetkilendirilmis Yazarina gerekgesi ile birlikte, ¢alismasinin hakem degerlendirme siirecine alinama-
yacagi yoniindeki karar bildirilmektedir.

MEJRSte yayimlanan makalelerin;

= Sorumlulugu yazarina/yazarlarina aittir. Yayimlanan yazilar, distinsel planda dergiyi veya Uluslararast
Miilteci Haklar1 Dernegini baglamaz.

* Yayimlanan yazilarin yayim haklar1 Uluslararast Miilteci Haklari Dernegine aittir.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

Contributors submitting their work to The Middle FEast Journal of Refugee Studies (MEJRS) should be
informed that articles should include the following:

= Quantitative, qualitative, or mixed research methods,
= Comprehensive literature reviews, meta-analysis, or meta-synthesis,
= Model proposals, clinical experimental research model, or original writings of similar quality.

MEJRS gives priority to current studies using advanced research and statistical methods and techniques. The
Journal’s main criteria for publication are original contribution to the field and competency in methodology.

Manuscripts are first assessed by the Editorial Board for purpose, topic, content, presentation style, and mechanics of writing.
During this preliminary assessment, the Editorial Board guidelines are as follows:

v For Quantitative Research
= Quantitative research based on a single variable or that mainly analyses frequency, percentage, differ-
ence, and correlational statistics is usually assessed in a preliminary assessment according to its contents.

Quantitative research including multiple regressions, path and cluster analysis, or other advanced re-
search and statistical methods is given priority.

v’ For Studies Developing a Measurement Tool

= The authenticity, scope, quality of the group worked on, and efficiency of the reliability and validity of
studies are taken into consideration to decide whether the measurement tool can be published inde-
pendently.

= The Editorial Board encourages contributors to send their manuscripts if the developed measurement
tool is used in a study in which the findings are reported.

v For Experimental Research
= Findings must be supported, detailed, and further elaborated on with qualitative data.
v For Qualitative Research

= The reliability and validity studies and in-depth analysis of the data is of utmost importance.
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v’ For Descriptive Studies

= The journal aims to publish analytical studies identifying and proposing solutions to the key issues related to
refugee issues. However, such studies should not resemble a book chapter based only on a literature review.

v Mixed Research Designs

= Such studies have a higher likelihood of being published. Mixed research design studies should justify
why and how the author adopted the research design used. Qualitative and quantitative sections are
analyzed separately and are expected to meet the criterion described above.

v" Please Note

= 'The editors emphasize that MEJRS articles should not include studies based on very frequently used
measurement tools or on research topics that have been overly examined, unless they propose an innova-
tive approach to the topic in question.

= Manuscripts based on thesis-related research should include all data used in the thesis. MEJRS does not
publish any article including unethical practices such as sliding.

= MEJRS believes that the data collection process for original research should have been done in the last
5 years.

Authors of manuscripts that do not meet the general publication criteria or the criteria specified above will be
notified of the decision along with the reasons for it and will not proceed to the referee review process.

Authors bear responsibility for the content of their published articles.

= Authors are assumed to have conformed to an ethical code of conduct during research. Ethical problems
that may arise after publication are binding for authors only.

= MEJRS is not responsible for the content and opinions expressed in the published articles and these do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of The International Refugee Rights Association, being the author en-
tirely responsible for the scientific content in the paper. The publisher/editor of MEJRS is not responsible
for errors in the contents or any consequences arising from the use of information contained in it. The
opinions expressed in the research papers/articles in this journal do not necessarily represent the views of
the publisher/editor of the journal.

= Publishing rights of the manuscripts belong to The International Refugee Rights Association.

= Articles may not be quoted without citing MEJRS and the author(s).
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